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ADVENTUEES OF A., LADY; 

IN 

TAETARY, THIBEf, CHINA, &c. 


POOGAII. (District Boorsnoo.) 

Distance^ seventeen miles. 

August^ 1851. Tliis has bcfcn 

a march, and the path has been very stony, 
though tolerably level. We passed Neupoonsum, 
theOdjdr encamp jn^ ground, wHcre we halted last 
year, on our way to the Choomoreorco La^c. 
There arc plenty of wild sheep in this neighbour- 
hood. At the top of a stony hill, some* four or five 
hundred feet above Noupoonsfim, I recognised the 
Mdnie^ which our saci^egious hands despoiled o# 
its flags and horns last year. Close by, the path 
divides ; the right leading to Nagjjogoonding, and 
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the left and lower one, branching off to the valley 
of Podgah, where the produotive mines of sulphur 
and borax are found, of which I gave a short 
account last year. I have carefully avoided 
Nagpogoonding, or the Black Mountain, remem- 
bering how ihtenscly I suffered there formerly. 
Moorcroft calls it a “ Pass,” and gives its height 
at seventeen thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. Fancy people of sane mind,* giving such 
an elevation as a halting-place, when the rarity of 
the air at night ‘must be so vory^ distressing to 
most people. It would bo just as sensible to halt 
all night oxkthe Bara Lacha Pass 1 

I have just returned from a visit to the upper 
part of Poogah valley, where the sulphur and 
borax is found. I have not my former Journal by 
mo, but I think I gave an exaggerated estimate of 
the length of the Sohagur (borax) deposits along 
this valley. Tlie breadth may bo fifty or sixty 
yards, and the leftgth from half to three quarters 
of a mile, though the entire length of the valley 
is nearly throe miles. If I gave the borax a 
greater range, in my previous Journal, why, i 
apologize ! It is never too late to acknowledge an 
<orror. 

.Having described the place last year, I am not 
going to enter into much.detail at present, for no 
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wonderful change has in any respect occtfired, and 
. if failed to be instructive before, I should pro- 
bably be equally unfortunate nqy. 

There are two excavations in the^ylphur mines, 
and I descended one of them. The smell was 
very powerful and disagreeable.* I observed that 
a fragile rod and also white stone or clay was 
largely mixed with the sulphur in the mines. 
There arc several hqt springs in the neighbourhood, 
and it is curious to see ho^ the sulphur is gra- 
dually forming liear these springs. I canied off 
four of the purified and manufhetured ‘cakes of 
sulph\ir, which are cast in a crest^ent-shaped 
mould. All these sulphur mines belong exclusively 
to Goolab Singh, and he has them merely suffi- 
ciently worked for the consumption of his army, 
in the manufacture of gunpowder^. The borax 
belongs to the people of Eoopshoo, and ev|p. these 
illiterate and stupid people find the means to make 
, it profitable. I cyifid have takeh away as much 
as I liked, of both stilphur and borax, for no one 
seemed to guard the valuable products of the land. 
SHiere were no young geese here either, though 
they were so abundant last year, and I saw but 
one Brahminee duck s^ing on a pool of water. 

How very remarkably evinced is tho wise 
beneficence of the Almighty, in these small spots 
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of grass, water, and bushes foj* firewood, occur- 
ring at convenient marcMng distances^ in. the 
midst Of these yast, inhospitable^ deserts, where 
the intervening spaces, whether hill or dale, are 
destitute of all that is requisite to support human 
or animal life. Even in the merciful disposition 
of these immense deserts, who does not recognise 
the hand of the all- wise Creator of the world? 
There are many, very many things, very striking 
in these wild and remote regions, and yet some 
people would pass them unheeded by. 


TCIIAKSIIANG. (Oojae.) District Roopshoo. 

Distance^ nine miles, 

Vjih August^ 1851. Sunday . — I found break- 
fast here, but my camp is pitched e couple oi 
miles ^stant, by the banks of the Choomoreercc 
lake. This encamping ground, though in sight 
of the blue lakc,“ is fully two miles on this side of 
it. A considerable rivulet flows close by, and 
falls into the lake on the northern extremity. 
This stream rises in the snowy mountains above 
Nagpogodnding. A great deal of luxuriant grass, 
I and many pretty wild-flowers, “grow thickly along 
both banks of this little river. 

This march is a very fatiguing one. After 
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leaving P66gah,otlid!ro arc two steep ascents and 

corresponding dosconts^ then a stony- indifferent 

road to this place. I was riding an dhstinato 
little Edopshoo Ghoont, that not only, considerably 
preferred trotting to cantering, hut whose paces 
were of the very roughest. 

I saw a very pretty hare, fawn-coloured, with 
light blue hjud-quarters. ^s I was crossing 
the high, grassy kill, where I saw some wild- 
horses last year, I observed a large troop at some 
distauce. Shortly afterwards, near the small lake, 
(which is passed before the Chddmorcorce,) a wild- 
horsi?*galloped before me, not tliirty ya'rds distant. 
I saw it quite plainly. It was of the size of a 
pony, with longish ears. I'he colour was chesnut, 
and a dingy white in large patches over the 
quarters and stomach. There was not auotfier 
horse in sight at the time, so I suppose #tho one 
I saw was the sentinel of some distjint troop. 

Before I evor*^w these animals, imagination 
used to picture the realization of Byron’s beautiful 
description of the wild-horses in Maze^pa : — 

A trampling tro^p, I sec them come ! 

In one vast ^uadron they advance ! 

The steeds ram ojf. in plunging pride, 

But where arc they the reins to guide ? 

A thousand horse, %pd none to ride ! 
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'VP’ith flowing tail, and flying ijiane, 

Wide nostrils, never strckili’d by pain, 

Jdontlis bloodless to the bit or rein ; 

And feet th&l iron never shod. 

And flanls unscarr’d by spur or rod, 

A thousand horse, the wild, the free. 

Like waves ihat follow o’er the sea. 

Come thickly thundering on ! ” 

Ah ! romance and reality are not always the 
same thing I 

I would recommend any sportsman who may 
bo anxious to shoot these animals, to visit the 
momitains near the route between Poogah and 
the Choomoreereo. There arc a myriad hoof-marks 
in every direction, and many otlicr traces of the 
wild-horse are scatteffcd all over this line of 
coimtry. One range of high mountains, about 
seventeen thousand feet in elevation, is. called by 
the Thibetans the Kiang-La, or Pass of Wild- 
Ilorses, from the troops which frequent this pecu- 
liar mountain. 


TH’ nUTTAn. (Oojae.) district Eoopshoo. 
Distancefj about two miles. 

Same day. — I am writing b^ the bank of the 
blue ChComoreeree. It is piercingly cold, a bleak 
wind searching every creVice of the tent. 
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This cncampmg gtound is at the further end of 
the northern extremity of the lake, about three 
miles from last year’s encamping groudd, near 
Koorzuk, where the black tents o^ the wandoiing 
tribes are foimd during the summer mouths. 
The little lake which is passed on the left hand, 
before reaching the Clidomoreerce is called Tchanh, 
and Khurr, |;)y the Thibetan^ but Tara Chuud, 
the Laboul T’hakoor, (who accompanied us as 
interpreter last year,) called it the Changhur. 

I observed a white deposit resembling that 
which is foimd along the banks of tlie Tchoo- 
Soowfirrh, extending thickly over twenty or thiity 
yards along one shore of the little lake, but the 
sun was too hot, and I was too tired to go out 
of my way to examine the substance, or to sec if 
the water "was also bitter and salt.* My guide* a 
mounted Tartar, briefly told me that the water 
of this tiny lake was not fit to (frink, but I did 
not understand tke^^est of 'his information. 

I have sent my advance camp on to Changdoom, 
an Oojar encampment at the other (^tremity of 
this lake, and I pijrposo riding round to mor- 
row, meeting my rear-camp* in the evening at 
Koorzuk, having breakfasted previously at Chang * 
doom. I have seen the space between this and 
Koorzuk, a distance of %ome four miles, and my 
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object is to make an entire cireuit of tbe lake, 
rigidly keeping to tbe shores ; in order to decide 
the disputed point, whether any river rises in the 
Choomoreeroc,* and also to obtain a tolerably cor- 
rect notion of the circumference of the lake. 

r 

The Gopa says it is too far for me to manage in 
one day, as the distance is considered six days’ 
marching for laden ^heep or goats, ^bese animals 
are taken, when laden, from five to six miles a 
day, which would make the distance ft*om tliirty 
to SLX-and-tliirty miles. It does not look nearly 
so far, but the outline is, in reality, from all 
accounts, very much more irregular than tt ap- 
pears from this point. 

I do not see a single bird in the lake this year. 
The weather continues very cloudy, and hail fell 
to-day. The water was frozen in a pitcher inside 
my tent this mor nin g. There was a heavy fall of 
snow on the snow-capped smnmits of the high 
mountains above Koorzuk, in ':he afternoon. I 
saw a white hare this evening on the plain which 
extends beyond this end of the lake. 

KOOBZUK. (OojAR.) District Eoopshoo. 

\%th Augmt^ 1851. Monday . — This has been 
a most fatiguing day, and I am utterly worn out. 
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I left Th’huttali at daybreak, and did not reach 
Changdoom tiU past four o’clock, p.m., bejng about 
eleven hours on the road. I * had no time for a 
regular breakfast, and indeed, i found no tent 
pitched. However, my servapt produced cold 
fowl, and, with the addition of a good glass of ale, 
I was tolerably recruited. I then sent my people 
in advance tile next march, atiH. cantered back here, 
arriving before dark. I rigidly followed the banks 
of the lake, and find there is no river, large or small, 
wliich rises in the Choomoreerce. Two fall inio 
it, ^Iso five or six streams, but none rise any- 
where near. High hills surromid on every side, 
and the banks arc all more or less sloihng. There 
is no possibility of an// efflux from this lake, and 
the solo way of accounting for the waters being 
kept at their level, is by the manifest theory of 
evaporation. Hot only have they been kept from 
rising higher and higher, ,but it is plain that once 
the lake was, at least, twice its present size. 
The banks, whether high or receding, betray tlic 
unmistakcable lake-formation, and many signs of 
having once, though centuries ago, been covered 
by the waters of the Choomoreerce. The natives 
assert that this lake m fact extended as frr as the 
Tchoo-Soowurrh, including the little lake in its 
broad bosom. This theory requires immense 

B 3 
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capacities of belief, but I do credit about one 

half. • I, also believe that these mountains were 

, « 

submerged by the sea, and upheaved by some 
fearful convulsion of nature. Not that I profess 
to be competent to^ discuss such mighty questions, 
so I will hold'my tongue with due modesty ! 

After leaving Th’huttah, the way along the 
shore of the lake trU.versed a sandy plain, about 
three miles long and. one broad, taking the 
utmost points of length and breadth. Then came 
a bad, stpny, rooky quarter of a mile, where 
riding was impossible, followed by sandy plains, 
the most extensive being five miles long, and half 
a mile broad. The rcskof the way along this side 
of the lake was rocky and bad. 

1 saw the road to Bodokh, on this side of the 
Choomoreerco, but as long as it follows the neigh- 
bourhood of the lake, it rarely keeps to its shore, 
on account of the badness of tho ground, and its 
heart-breaking windings. 

I will describe the Ohoomoreeree as consisting 
of four irregular sides. Tho sun sets behind 
Boorzuk, so I will designate ‘that side (roughly) 
tho western. One breadth I will distinguish as 
the northern, and the opposite the southern. The 
side I went do^m at first^ to-day, I will call the 
eastern shore. My idea of the distance is this: — 
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1. The Eastern* shore . 16 or 17 miles 

2. „ Sputhem „ . 2 

3. „ "Westom „ . 12 ,, 

4. „ Northern „ . . 3 „ 

Tliis estimate is taking the oiroufnferencerof the 
lake along its actual shores, counling every hay 
and gulph^ (if I may use the terms, which arc not 

strictly applicable to a la£;c, I know.) The 

• # 

eastern shore is very irrfcgular, the numberless 
projecting rocks, and the num'erous hays one has 
to travel romid, making two and /our miles in- 
stead of probably one-eighth of that distance, if 
the outline were at aU straight. 

The hills are undulatmg all round, and some 
of the Heights are covered with snow on the sum- 
mits. IJut on the southern extremity, beyond an 
extensive plain, rise very lofty mountains of icy 
whiteness, the snow appearing deep and unbroken. 
The white peak^ of the elevated T^arung Hangc* 
rise in chilly grandeur and stem beauty* far 
behind. The plain which extends beyond this 
end of the lake is slightly sloping. It is cut 
up near the shore l3y vast ravines, through which 
lie the numerous channels of a river, which risps 
in the snowy mountains beyond. I havp not^ yet 
heard an authentic ujime for this river, but I 
* The Farung Pa$8 is not at all visible. 



12 


ADVENTURES OP A LADY. 


fancy it is the “ Para^^ rising on the Parting 
Pass or .Eangc, which has been by some people 
absolutely represented as flowing from (and not 
into) the Choomoreeree. The Gopa calls the 
river -che Chddmee$churtz€y and says that it is a 
“brother of the Sutledge,” (or Sutluj, ) which pecu- 
liar term ho explained by saying that it issued 
from the Sutluj. 1 cannot vouch for all this, 
but hope to have ocular and personal information 
soon. 

This plain in, foi^a couple of miles, full of quick- 
sands and bogs, — dangerous to traverse near the 
shore of the lake. The river is not everywhere 
fordable nor passable, for a mile (or more) beyond 
the limits of the Choomoreeree. Higher up the 
plain the ground is pebbly, and the numerous 
channels of the river are quite shallow. These 
channels intersect the plain, which is at the 
broadest point (twe miles above the lake) not less 
than half a mile wide. 

Changdoom is, by the path, about eight miles 
from this ; good level road. This is a much 
easier side of the lake, and i^r less irregular in 
outline. The hond fide “Koorzuk” which I 
visited Ifist year, is a mile from this plain by the 
bank of the Choomoreeree, and as I previously 
mentioned, a hill separates it from the lake itself. 
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saw many traocs of the Kiang, or Wild- 
Horse, all along the unfrequented eastern shores, 
and hundreds probably go down ,to drink water 
along that bank, for I saw the print of many 
hoofs in the wet sand. There afe one of two 
patches of grass, and tho banks and rocks are 
covered with aromatic plants of two kinds, names 
unknown, i do not think* the length of tho 
Chooinorcerco is more thart nine or ten miles fr'om 
end to end, as the crow flics. 

I saw no birds but seven small ducks floating 
on tjic water near Changdoom, and two black- 
billed crows on tho encamping ground, where tho 
road to lloddkli turns off. • 

The thermometer gave the Choomoreercc (on 
the northj-westem point) *an elevation of fourteen 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four feet 
above the level of the sea. 

CHOOMEESenUKTZEY. (Oojak.) 

District Eoopshoo. 

Distance^ twelve miles. 

19^^ August^ 1851. Tuesday . — I spent a most 
miserable night, and feel ill and exhausted to 
day, I sat up half the night, totally unable 
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to breathe in a recumbent pesition, and my heart 

beat with hurried and distressing palpitations. I 

• * 

became so alarmed that the very darkness of the 
tent inspired me with a feeling of pain and 
horrof, and I ’called for a light, that I might at 
least not die in the dark ! But my sensations of 
misery were no laughing matter, and I feel that 
they cannot be free ^rom danger. 

This march is an easy one, the road good. It 
is sometimes made into two matrehes, making 
Changdoom (whioh was passed en route) into one, 
and then the traveller proceeds to Noorbogo^ two 
miles further, instead of halting here. The road 
from Changdoom to this is across the plain, or 
rather pebbly bed of the river which flows into 
the Chdomoreereo on the southern side. . I before ' 
remarked that the utmost breadth of this stream, 
(or rather the bed, for the river, though divided 
into numerous channels, by no, means fills the 
wide “bed,”) is about half a mile. The road 
keeps to the right of tho swamps, bogs, and deep 
ravines,* wMch I had to circumvent yesterday,* 
in my circuits round the lake. There is a great 
deal of grass surrounding o^ tents, and the en- 
camping groimd is by the river-side. The valley 

* Those ravines are formed by the river, and are firom ten 
to forty feet deep. * 
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is contracted now*mt(\ fifty paces in breadth. Not- 
withstanding this narrowing of the chaijncl, the 
river makes no show as to siz’d, considering the 
numerous streams which hero flow in. one body. 

The hills are barren, and even the Ttu’tar 
fiirze is scarce and distant, though It abounds in 
the neighbourhood of Changdoom, and all over 
the southern* side of the lake. There is a bleak 
wind bibwing, anfl I can hnrdly hold my pen. I 
have been a opuple of hours writing these few 
lines, — ^my fingers are absolutely benumbed with 
the bitter cold. Nearly all my largo goats are 
dead,* in consequence of the very rigorous climate; 
I was less unfortunate last year. 

The height of this encamping ground is about 
fifteen thousand feet abwe the level of the spa. 
I have the greatest diificulty in breathing, and 
my chest feels weighed down by a painful and in- 
describable oppression. These /liStressing sensa- 
tions always become aggravated after nightfall.. 


TATUNG. (OojAR,) District Roopshoo. Foot 
OF Parung !^ass. 

Distance^ about eighteen miles, 

2\st August^ 1851., Thursday. — I aiTived 
here yesterday evening, at seven ’o’clock, p. m.. 
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but felt too ill to write.. Tie march was a 
most weary one, and the road very rugged. 
It may be eonvertcd into two marches, making 
Phalung-Palrah (or Palung-Palrak) one stage. 
This 'encamping ground is about eight miles from 
Choomecschurtzcy, and was formerly a spot of 
great importance. “ Phalung ” means large rocks, 
and “ Palrah is \)xprcssive of the meeting of 
the different traders «who formerly con^^rcgated 
here, from distant districts and countries, for the 
purposes of barter and traffic. The spot is now 
nothing more than a halting-place, but it retains 
its name of importance. I did not halt there, as 
there was scarcely a scpiaro yard of grass visible, 
and having a dozen ponies with me, their starva- 
tion was to be avoided. There is not a blade, 
even here, and the poor weary animals will, in 
reality, run some risk of being famished, as I 
hear that fodder j can nowhere be obtained, even 
in .the most moderate quantity,* for the next fifteen 
or twenty miles ; in fact, not till we roach Kee- 
bur, the first Aullage in S’piti (also called Piti.) The 
unfortimato yaks, sheep, and goats will also suffer. 
Prom Noorbogo to Keebur, a distance of some 
fivc-and-thirty miles, this dearth of fodder pre- 
vails, and the road is ,bad into the bargain, 
laming all unshod cattle which traverse it. After 
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passing Noorbogo, the stones, sharp and pointed, 
■wero destruction, to the feet of every animal, and 
all have suffered severely. I. am detaiifcd here 
much against my will, on account, of the non- 
appearance of my rear-camp. 

From Choomccschurtzey to Tfoortjpgo, the path 
lay across tolerably level ground for two miles. I 
observed a stream (or river) ^falling into the one 
whose epurse we were pursuing, to the left or east 
of our road, a little on tliis side of Noorbogo. At 
the junction, our route turned abruj)tly to the right, 
following the bod of the latter fiver. A hundred 
paces further on we forded the wide channel, 
crossing over to the right bank. The valley oon- 
sistod of the pebbly bed, flanked by barren hills 
of no great elevation aboyo the river. Where we 
forded, the bed was not less than a hundred and 
fifty yards broad, and more than half of it was quite 
dry, — ^tho space actually occupied by the stream 
being divided iirtq several *channols. The greatest 
depth of the ford was not more than two and a 
half feet, but though the iiiclmation of the valley 
was very gradual,, the current was extremely 
powerful, and the river rolled on with groat velo- 
city. Not a single rock obstructs the swift bilt 
placid flow of this stream, and the valley it waters 
being nearly level, theHre is no tupiult or uproar 
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in its course. The pebbly bbd is broad, and in- 
tersected by numerous channels, and in many 
places <|uite unfoydable. 

Our route ‘continued along the right bank, 
sometimes rising far above, and sometimes follow- 
ing the very bed itself. Sharp stones, pointed 
and searching, or innumerable pebbles, were the 
agreeable varieties of the rude and, narrow path. 
I breakfasted half-way, and whether from exposure 
to the sun, or from the rarity of the air, I have had 
a most distressing head-ache from two o’clock, p.m. 

Several rivers fall into the main stream we have 
followed, and it is worthy of remark, that the 
beds of all these arc of the Same description — 
broad, nearly level, pebbly, and divided into many 
shallow channels. This is a very different style of 
river from the ordinary streams, whether large or 
small, which rise on mountain Passes. 

This encamping ground is a small piece of level, 

close to the right shore of tho^ liver, all pebbles 

and Tartar furze j no grass. The Pass is plainly 

visible, about a couple of miles off, as the crow flies. 

* 

There are several snowy summits all around, and the 

latter half of yesterday’s march disclosed many 

mountains whose hoary summits were dazzlingly 

white with perpetual snow. The elevation of this 

spot must be fully seventeen thousand feet above 
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the sea ; a cruel height at which to speiuf a night 
in a ient, for those who suffer as I do from the 
rari<y of the air/ Oppression on tji© chest, (Sstremo 
difficulty of respiration, and frequent blood- 
spitting, hayo distracted mo for the last sixteen 
hours. In addition to these ‘misejics, my old 
cough has returned, from exposure last night to 
the icy air, foj: my tent was nqjb finally pitched till 
ten o’clock, p.m. Jt was pitched before, but being 
blown down by a violent gust of "v^try wind, I had 
to practise patience till all was put to rights again. 
The cold was intense indeed, and the fm’ze would 
not bum. My bedding, at least my numerous 
rezais, were all behind ; the only bod which had ^ 
come up was broken to pieces, and but for forty 
Ladak Numdahs, my situation would have boon 
hopeless indeed. Accustomed to a great deal *of 
clothing at night, I suffer most bitterly fr’om a short 
allowance, and though the many l^umdalis might 
have been sufficient, for most people, I shivered till 
morning. I wear several furs and shawls, besides 
the covering of blankets and four rezais, yet I 
seldom feel sufficient warmth at nigLt, in these 
elevated regions. As for lyidg down, it is vanity 
and vexation of spirit, and I have ceased to attempt* 
it. My position at night is almost sittingup, propped 
up, as I am forced to bej by eight or ten pillows. 
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I tad a bad attack of ague attmidnight, and on 
the whole passed a night of extra misery. In the 
day-til^, I feel comparatively happy, for though 
I cannot breathe freely, and the slightest exertion 
is bej^ond measure distressing, still lam accustomed 
to these disagreeable sensations, and can bear them 
with a good deal of philosophy, when not visited 
by them in their m^st aggravated forms, as always 
liappens after nightfall. My., head ha^ nearly 

t 

recovered its ache, though I passed such a bad 
night, and now that my things have all come up, I 
shall proceed up the Pass, late as it is (two 
o’clock, p.m.) The whole baggage is earried on 
yaks, imd I find it impossible to muster men 
for my dlioolic. Hiding up the tass is pro- 
nounced impossible, and walking is utterly so. I 
am therefore reduced to a yak j this will bo the first 
time I ever tried the shaggy steed. The baggage 
becomes wofully ruined on those animals. I do not 
like the men of' Hoopshoo ; 4h?5y are dishonest, 
idle, and turbulent. The Gopa left mo yesterday ; 
and since his departure, the men will not obey a 
single order, and are ceaselessly squabbling with 
my people. Though there is abundance of wood (for 
•firing) in this spot, I had the greatest diflB-culty 
in> making the Hoopshoo Yak-men get me some last 
night, when I was perishing with cold, and ill. 
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I have picked up enough of the Thibetafi. tongue, 
to ask for tho ordinary things I require. I will 
subjoin a short list of words, which will heiTseftil 

to travellers. I shall follow the dialect used in 

* 

Ladak and Roopshoo. That of Bultistan or Little 
Thibet is in many words diffeiM3nt.* I must also 
premise that I have spelt the words, as my ear 
picked up the pronunciation, and if I am not 

strictly correct in my ideas of the proper sounds, 

• # 

at all events, I find I am uilderstood. I may here 
and there have mixed up a word or two of the 
Bultistan dialect, in the vocabulary appended, 
and where I have given two words, generally one 
is of Little Thibet’s j)eculiar tongue. 

Engush. Tjiibetax. 


Ropo 

T’hakpali 

Horse 

Tiili 

Wild-Horso 

Kiang 

Milk 

Oniah 

Butter 

M^rr 

Ghee (or clarified huttet^ 

Murr 

yflicat-ottah (or coarse flour) 

Bukpeh 

Water 

Chou or Tchdo’ 

Wood 

Shing 

Fire 

Meh- 

Grass 

Chooah 


* The *' Ch ” in Thibetan, is always pronounced as if it were 
“ Tch,” on almost imperceptible sound of “ T ” being infro- 
ducod. 
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^EIrox.ISIt. 

, Thibetan’. 

Harley 

Nuss 

Sugary 

Kh^ra 

Goor Molasses) 

Ghot 

Apples 

Khooshoo 

Apricots 

Choolio 

Carpet 

Churra 

Egg 

Biubjoon, or Duhloo 

Salt 

Ehgoo 

Milch Goat 

Pahma 

Sheep 

Loogoo, or Khulwa 

Cow 

Palung 

Yak 

Yak 

Woman 

Anneh 

Man 

Meenli* 

Jtfaador Ddl^f 

Trunjoo 

Peas 

Poostrun 

Pico 

Pass 

Dog 

Kheo 

Fowl 

Zuhroo 

Tillage* 

Yule 

Cloth 

pa-i 

Houso 

Kungpa 

Ass 

Bomboo 

Mu^o 

TeCoo 

He -Goat 

Pubbuk 

"Whont 

Trawh 

Ihittoo (or Woollen doth) 

Numboo 

Kilta (HiU Basket) 

Tcheyboo 

!l(iOad 

lOioorroo 

Paper 

Shoogoo 

Nasal sound to the “n.” 

-f- A Pulse comnfon in India. 
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Bed 


English. 


Tutbktan. 

Udazok 


Crockery 

Kuriul 

Tent 

Koorrh 

Bed 

Hilrpo 

AVhito 

Kaipo 

Black 

Kagpo 

Green 

Junghoo 

Yellow 

Surboh 

Blue 

Honpoh 

Big 

Cliunmoo 

Little 

Chh#ongsch, or Choogun 

Quickly 

Looggur, OB Ghiokhpah 

Chain 

Clmktukh 

Biver 

Tokpoh 

Kamo 

Mcen 

Come hero 

Dirionh* 

Come quickly 

Ghiiikhpa Shokh, or Looggur 

Go 

Sonh* [Slulkh 

Come 

• 

Shpkh 

Bring 

Khdunh’*^ 

Give 

Tonh or TGnhg* 

Book 

Boyih 

Ear 

Kumchokl^ 


Eye 

Did you SCO ? 

Bono 

Eoot 

Hand 

Short 

TaU, High 

Long 

* 2^'asal sound to 


Mikh 

Toiihga mat’hong ? 

Koospa, or Boopah 

Kungpa 

Lukpalb 

Toogun 

Bingmoh 

Bingmoh 

in all these words. 
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!Engusii. 

Tutbktak. 

Moimtain 

Biguh 

fass< 

La 

To cross a Pass 

La gapchy&h 

Valley ’ 

Loongpa 

To go with 

Ifiampoh chacheh 

Sit down 

Latchoh 

(To) Open, (imp. mood) 

Troll 

(To) Shut, (imp. mood) 

Dumchch 

(To) Load, (imp. moo(]p 

Gulcalcheh . 

(To) Mount or Hide, (imp. mood) Zdhunchch 

Thief 

Koonmah 

To lie 

Zdonchen 

Honest, Good 

Ghyehla 

Is 

Ydth 

Yes 

Heen 

ISTo 

Mehth 

Broken 

Chutpoh 

Cooking Utensil 

Noth 

Ink 

Nukcha 

Pen 

Dihnyoo 

Pen-box 

Nydokdoh 

Ink-holder 

Nakough’*^ 

Spoon 

T’hoomring 

Knife 

T’heo 

To write 

T’hccchch 

One 

Chick 

Two 

Neoss 

Three 

Soom 

Pour 

Jhec 

Pivc 

Kuhnah* or Sclmachh* 


* I^asal sound to the “ n ” in all these -words. 
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Six 

Trook 

Seven 

l)o5n 

Eight 

Oheutt 

Nino 

Ghoo or Oor^oo 

Ten 

Chheooh* 

Eleven 

Chheoohkchick. 

Twelve 

Choogneesa 

Tliirtecn 

Chooksdom 

Fourteen 

ChoobjRce 

Fifteen 

Chq;rigahf 

Sixteen 

Choorodklj 

Seventeen 

Choobdodn 

Eighteen 

Choohghclitt 

Nineteen 

Choorghoo 

Twenty 

Nissoo 

Thirty 

Soi^mchoo 

Forty 

Jhibjoo 

Fifty 

Nupchoo 

•Sixty 

Trdokjoo 

Seventy 

Doonchoo 

Eighty 

Ghiachoo 

Ninety 

Goopchoo 

Hundred 

Gh& 

One Thousand 

Tonhgf Chick 

Two Thousand 

Tonhgf Neess 


The Boopshoo people are I|indoos. They are 
a different race from the Bhots, and winter 

* These words begriming with Ch ” are pronounct^ with 
the sound of “ Tch ” always. 

f Nasal sound to the letter ** n,” in all these words. 

VOL. ni. C 
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and summer live in their blUck^ tents, with their 
flocl^s and herds of sheep, goats, and yaks. 
They -make mo«t wrotchod postors. Having 
described them last year, I may spare my re- 
marks now. They arc veiy ugly, with Tartar 
faces, and the mfen with their coarse black hair 
hanging in one pigtail behind, arc not very 
pleasant to the eye, and still less so to sensitive 
olfactoiy organs! 


KEEBUE. (First Village in S’pm or Pm.) 

Over the f*ARTJNG Pass, twenty thousand 

FEET ABOVE THE LEVEL OP THE SeA. 

D^istance, cibout twenty miles. 

23rc? August^ 1851. Saturday . — Arrived here 
late yesterday afternoon, too unwell to write; 
the effects of the sun, however, and not of the 
Pass. Though the most elevated of the many 
Passes I have crossed, I suffered but little. No 
sickness, and but a slight headache. I left Ta- 
tung on Thursday about three o’clock, p.m., and 
reached the summit of the Pass at sunset exactly. 
Though I hurried down as fast as my guides 
would go, we were all benighted, and after groping 
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in the dark for -a couple of hours, halted on the 
first 4over spot near water, which happened to ho 
by the side of* a hill-streamj the situation any- 
thing hut eligible — ^all stones, no ^ass, no wood. 
The cattle looked most miserable npxt morning, 
and indeed half the Camp had not come up, which 
delayed mo in that rugged spot till the afternoon of 
yesterday, so that I did not ar»ive hero till sunset. 
I am halting a few hours,, to give my baggage 
time to roach Khajch, where I mean to dine this 
evening, going on to Dimkir early to-morrow. 

The Paning Pass is given an elevation of nine- 
teen ‘thousand foot above the level of the sea, in 
Moorcroft’s AVork, but I pstimato it at twenty 
thousand feet.* Mr. Trebcck ascended it, and calls 
it the most difficult Pass ho had oyer crossed. , I 
will here quote verbatim his account, to show how 
ditferont the Passes arc in June and August, and 
then I will describe the Pass a^ I* found it. Let 
no cynic f assert* th’at cither is incorrect, because 
the difference is so groat in the two descriptions. 
The actual difference, in fact, solely consists in the 
time of the year. Mr. Trebcck travelled over the 
Parung Pass in June, and my transit has been in 
August, twenty years later. 

* By measurement with the thermometer. 

f That is, a Cockney traveller disguised as a cynic.^’ 

0 2 
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Ma. Tbebeok’s Account op* ties Pahung Pass. 

“ On the 9th of June, we crossed the Parung La. • Tlie 
ascent, though not o^the most abrupt description, occupied us 
from daybreak till noon. In the lower part, the snow lay in 
linos, with edges sulRciently frozen to bear our weight, and we 
stepped along as if we had been walking upon boards placed on 
their edges. Higher up it was softened by the sun, and wo 
had the agreeable variety of sinking into it knee-deep. My 
horse was so utterly incapable of proceeding, long before 
reaching the summit, that it was necessary to dismount and 
leave him to his fate. T should have put an end to his 
sufferings, but was' persuaded that some men might be 
sent hack for him with food from Kiwar,* though I had little 
expectation of this being effected in time. 

The height of this Pass above the level of the sea, v^as not 
less than nineteen thousand feet. To the south, and south- 
west, a confused succession of snowy peaks presented itself, 
none of which were much higher than the Parung La, though 
some loftier peaks appeared to the south-west. The crest of 
the Psvrung La, and the descent on the southern face, were 
free from snow. The mountain on each side of the Pass was 
not more than one hundred and fifty feet above us ; the descent 
was very steep. Th^ Passc was, upon fhe whole, one of the 
mest difficult we had encountered : wo encamped in a gorge 
not exceeding twenty-five paces in breadth. 

The road on the 20th commenced in the defile, through 
which, as usual, flowed a rivulet intersecting the path, but we 
crossed upon natural biidgcs of snow. This opened into a 
valley where the villages of Kikiem and Kiwar, and their 
cultivated lands were met with. Short grass and furze covered 

* I have never heard this c village called Kiwar,” but 



EEEBUB. 


29 


the less abrupt slopes the mountains, and a few stunted 
willows adorned the odges'of the rivulets. Although much, 
less feitilc than Lahoul, the country surpassed th&u to the 
north of the Parung La.” 

Mr. Trcbock returned by the Pdmng Pass the 
following August, going over it. almost the ^me 
day of the mont!l01is I did so many years after 
him. I need not copy the accoxmt he gives. 
Beyond the description of a storm he encoun- 
tered, he says but little of tKo Parung. I will now 
dismiss his account from my min'd, and j)roceod in 
my own way to give my idea* of the Pass, the 
road, the country, &c. 

Wo did not leave Tatung till three o’clock (or 
oven later) on the aftemoftn of the 21st, and I 
fully expected that we should all be benighted in 
• the midst of snow. Every one tri6d to dissuade 
mo from going that day, and represented the 
dangers I should run, when night came on, at 
such a great height,, and on vcry'bad road. But I 
was “ deaf to the voice of all the charmers,” an 
laughed at them and their fears. The steeds on 
\frhich I and aU my servants were mounted, con- 
sisted of yaks — great shaggy males with largo 
horns. The girths of my saddle did not, of* 
course, attempt to meet, and yak-hair rojjUs tiod 
the sadiBe to its place,* — a couple of the same 
kind of ropes did duty for reins, ^cing fastened to 
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both horns. A man led the animal by a third 
rope, passed through the cartilage of the nose. A 
second man accompanied me, to flog the yak, and 
take care of mfe. I found the eccentric steed very 
easy, and sure-footed, but slow. Moreover he had 
two very disagrccd,ble habits, winch I trust arc not 
inherent in the whole race, viz.^rinding his teeth 
in the most painful manner, and lying dox^m with 
me on bis hack, without the slightest wflmmg — 
up hill, down hilj, in snow or mud alike. I rode 
every inch of the way from Tiitung to this place, 
ascent and descent, over steep and rugged paths ; 
and considering it was my first attempt at this 
peculiar yS,k-manship, I flatter myself I did- some- 
thing rather brave^ ^V^oover saw this road woidd 
bo forced to allow that ..it was, on the whole, a 

i \ ' ' 7 

feat. The road was in many places so very bad 
that riding a horse would have been impossible, 
even to the host and boldest equestrian, and yet 
niy gallant yak carried me safcily over overytliing. 
Frequently in the descent, a pathway, about eight 
inehes widp, was flanked by fearfid precipices, 
and the soil was crumbling and uncertain. 

After leaving Tatung, the road follows the as- 

I , 

cending coiuso of the river, which is called the 
Choomoc-schurtze by the Gopa of Roopshoo. The 
bed was broad and stony, and the water flowed in 
several channcls^v^ery peaccfidly, as the inclination 
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was gradual, and no stones impeded its course. 
TliQ valley was almo^ entirely confLued to tlie bed 
of the river, which, however, djd not fill one half 
of the broad space. After some two or three miles 
of this sort of road, we came to the ascent of the 
Pass. There was a great deal of snow, but the 
ascent was not steep. After one or two snow- 
bridges and masses of sno'v^ the stream which 

rises on the Pass and flows into the Choomcc- 

* • 

schurtze,* about half or a quarter of a mile from 
the hona fide a*scent, was buried under snow and 
no longer seen. This snow rosC abruptly in a wall 
(where the ascent was fairly commenced) about 
fifty or sixty feet high, and continued to the top 
of the Pass, deep and unbroken. The extent of 
this spotless expanse was from two to three milos. 
We avoided walldng over it as lohg as we cohld, 
because the ground looked unsound, the snow 
appearing undermined by the force of water 
rushing through. Our path lay along a rugged 
side of the mountain, and was diversified by beds 
of snow. 

^ I sec that the Choomcc-schurtze does not rise on the 
Parung Pass ; one branch has its source there, as mentioned in 
the text, but tlio longest arm comes from the left of the Pass. 
The natives declare that it issues from the Sutluj, far higher 

9 

up, but this seems improbable ; of course, it ymy be true, find 
on this point the natives are uniform in their assertions. 
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yhe last mile was a gentle ^sc^nt of deep snow; 
— the bills surrounding, aUout two hundred, feet 
higher than the grpund we trod, were covered with 
snow, not a roek marring the icy purity of its glit- 
tering surface. 

The cold whs intense, and the declining rays of 
the setting sun sunk below the horizon before we 
reaphed the actual summit of the Pass. I was so 
benumbed with cold that I antmipated unpleasant 
results ; but I had no nausea, no headache of con- 

r 

sequence, and altogether, T consider the Parung 
Pass far easier than the Bara Lacha, the Brarmooij, 
and the llannoo Passes, though from two to four* 
thousand feet higher than any of those. My ser- 
vant brought me a glass of i*ort wine, and jjor- 
haps saved me from ague thereby, when I was 
chilled to death by the icy cold wind on the 
snowy summit of the Parung. 

Tlio view commanded fr’om the crest of this 

«k 

Pass is not strikin’g. P turned to gaze on the side 
I had just come from, and I saw only harsh and 
barren mountams scarcely as high as the Pass, and 
a few snow-capped peaks. I tmnod my eyes to the 
view before me, and d, line of snowy Heights in a re- 
gular range, with angular crests, bounded the vision, 
after the eye passed over the first and nearer barren 
mountains wliich formed ’ and encompassed the 
descent. 
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I saw but 'feiif mountains higher than the 
Parung range anywhere near. I before mentioned 
that this Pass is given an elevation of nineteen 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, and that 
I considered its altitude fully twenty thojisand. 
The highest points of the •rangQ were not more 
than twenty-one thousand foct- 

It is cm*ious to observe th^ ~diflforent effect on 
different Passes. Though, the painful sensations 
experienced do most undoubtedly result from tho 
rarity of tlfc air, still, it is equally certain that in 
this Pass, illness is by no means experieno(‘d in the 
ratio of the elevation attained. For instance, on 
the Para Lacha and Haniioo Passes, I was most 
miserably and inexpressibly ill, and on this Parxmg 
Pass, though three or tom; thousand feet higlna-than 
either^ I suffered no nausea, scittcely a headache. 
I had difficulty of respiration, but that is a symp- 
tom pcculiaidy incidental to mej» I should very 
much like to hear a ^tisfactory reason given for 
the inconsistency above adverted to. I have been 
over so many Passes, that I have Itjd ample opj)or- 
tunities of remarking how little tho Pass-sickness 
is regulated by the height ascended, after an ele- 
vation of thirteen or fourteen thousand f(!ct aboVo 
the level of the sea. The “ Bischk-kc-Ilddttio,” 
or poisonous plant, covors the groimd for miles about 
* c 3 
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Tatimg. I observe that in Mo<Jrcr©ft’s Work, that 

oojar encamping gromid is called “ Trattung 

this must be a misprint or an error.* 

The descent <rf the Parung Pass was very steep 
and rugged, and ruin to horses’ feet. Every one 
of my ponies hayo suffered, and some are dead 
lame. There is very little snow anywhere on 
this face of the m^:gitain, or on the actual crest. 
This is the southern face, and the Bara Lacha lies 

'’a * • 

to the south-wes^ of the Parung, at no great 
distance, as the crow hies. 

Ko river rises on tlie descent or southern side, 
and not a blade of grass or even stiuitcd Tartiu* 
furze is met with for many weary miles. At one 
spot called Pardchin, where some people halt, 
there is a patch (a few feet only in extent) of mise- 
rable-looking graps, — ^no wood, and wat(u* distant. 
This is at the foot of the hrst steep descent, or 
about a couple of miles from the crest. 

The m'xt level gibxmd'is two.^r tlmee miles 
further on ; it is covered with fitrze, but there is 
neither watc'r nor grass. It was intensely dark 
when we anived here, but I was forced to proceed, 
though the road was very rugged and very steep. 
A* mile or less occupied a centm-y of time in the 
darkness of the night, and when we did reach a 
^all piece of level, large guough for my camp, 
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where water vas-nigh, I saw that no wood or 
grass was in sight* The former I sent for from 
above, but the cattle starved, poor creatimcs. 
This river, by which we encamped, flows (I was 
told) fi'om the Bara Lacha. It^is not ^nearly 
so quiet as the Choomoesdiurtzo,’but the bod is 
narrow and fordable as far as this. I askod the 
name, but it was such a ^dhthen and difficult 
one that it soon escaped my memory. The stream 
is crossed at least tAventy times between oiu* night’s 
encamping* gi’ound and this village. In some 
places it is rapid and tlii'oe fpet deep ; — as I Avas 
riding a yak, hoAV(Wor, I felt no fear, for the animal 
sefemed sti*ong under me, and never gave Avay Avith 
the (nuTout, after the fasliion of ponies and horses. 
The road is shocking — narroAV and rugged, or lead- 
ing through Avater and over large stones. "About 
three miles from Kcebur, the path leaves the loft 
bank of the stream, and a steep ^isccnt up a high 
mountain is simpeedod'by a* long tract across the 
summit of the height, and then a descent leads to 
this village. To the Avest, on the opposite bank 
of the stream, which floAVS some distance boloAV 
Koobur, stands ’ the village of Kikicm, about 
three hundred feet above tlie little river which 
meanders through its nai^ow valley. 

After leaving the night’s encamping ground h|| 
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tho side of the stream, we had* to, pass thi’ough a 
regular gorge, in tho middle' of which the river 
flowed. I was muph struck by the Heights wliich 
formed this gorge: — about seven or eight hundred 
feet in elevation, rising pcipendicularly above tho 
stream, there was no mistaking that they had been 
riven asimder by some mighty power, probably 
a volcanic convvdsion. So perfectly alike were 
these perpendicular Ilcights, (though severed,) 
that were they to be brought together now, 
they would amalgamate exactly, and the union 
would leave no uiinatmixl points whatever. I 
observed this even still more when I reached the 
summit of the mountain, which rises gradually 
above the peipiiudicular Height, flanking the 
left bank of the stream. The exact resemblance 
of these severeds. hills, in altitude and .every 
particuliu*, must strike any observing person. 
They would beautifully dove-tail if brought to- 
gether as they stand. 

I observed many pretty wild-flowors, two of a 
new species, — ^new at least to me, along and abgvo 
the banks of the stream, as we followed its course. 
These moimtains are much more pleasing than the 
harsh and arid Heights of 13ultistan and Ladak. 
Gmss and'wild-flowers c#vcr the majority of them, 
iUid stimted willows, goosebeiry bushes, wild-roses. 
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and many briglit flowers inngo flic banks of tbo 
Bara Lacha stream. The mountains iu*o well 
watered by numerous streamlets, and after tbo 
countries I have lately traversed, there is a 
delicious verdiu-e refreshing to weaiicd eyes. !Not 
a single tree, however, flourishes either here or at 
Kikicm. The elevation of both these villages must 
be about thirteen thousiind^ feet,* above wliich 
elevation no grain will gi*ow, and trees will scarct^ly 
tlu’ive. The fields look well, though they arc not 
yet ripe. 

The houses are built on a roek, which ex2>ands, 
however, into the ai’able land that extends several 
hundi’cd x)ac('s Ix'yond. They are constructed of 
unliewn stones below; andunburnt bricks and mud, 
covered with a slight coating of whitewash, form 
the up2)er 2)ortion. They arc flat-roofed, * and a 
layer of drh'd furze lies on the to^is of all. This 
Tartar furzo still prevails, and is the only fire- 
wood 2)rocurab]o. I observed that it has all gone 
to seed; which seed hangs in long, thin pods. There 
is a great abundance of wild peas on the inoimtain 
side, which lies on the road to Kcebur. The 
Coolies eat them raw in large quantities. I also 
observed a few rhubarb plants, very poor m 

* I observe that Moorcroft’s "Work also gives Keebur an 
elevation above the level of the sea of thirteen thousand fceL>k. 
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appearance, and some fine onioil and garlic, in full 
flower. 

S’piti . or Piti ia* peopled by a Kice of Tartar 
origin. They ate very ugly, but a simpler 

and better people than those of Roopshoo. The 
dress is voiy similar. fThc men here also wear the 
single pigtail hanging down behind, and the 
women plait their Jiair in at least one hun- 
dred and stwontocn (more or less,) long thin 
plaits, which oftet). depend to the waist. They 
wear a gn'atmany ornain(‘nts; large, 'discoloured 
tiu'quoisc'S being th() favomito stone. These 
ornaments arc very similar to those I described in 
the Ladilk attire. 

The Eoopshoo people arc a bad set ; dishonest, 
and I'C'ally wicked. The Gopa of Rddpshoo 
voluntai’ily exchanged three ponies with me, at 
Tr>r>gjeh Chinnboo, and but for mine being footsore, 
he had th<^ best of the bargain. Wt'll ! wliat did 
these hoiK'st Roopslioo pcbple do jto-day? They 
coolly walked off with the very ponies I had received 
in exchange, thus doubling their original number ! 
They did this in open daylight.; and when my 
servants tried to rescue *iny property, they threw 
large stoues at them, and I preferred the loss o 

• I soon found out that this judgment was by many degrees 
jigo favourable. 



KEEBUR. 


59 


the ponies to a^ngerons fray. I <lo not suppose 
I shall have any repress. 

Besides this, they stoic many aiticles, even some 
clothes belonging to my servants.* And as for the 
provisions, butter, rice, flour, spices, sugar, &c., 
which I had in killas^* as kitchen store, they have 
devoured nearly the whole. They ended their 
last day’s work, by killing two promising foals. 
This tlioy managed by tying them in a sort of 
Gordiaii-knot on one of the mares, to save the 
trouble of t3an'j’iug them uj) and down the Pass ! 
What a pleasant kind of ptiOplo, to travel through 
lonely deseit mountains with ! TIkj Gopa gave mo 
two men when he left, as “ Zini^wallahs,” or 
responsible parties. These very mt?n were the 
first to hurl down stones, (at mo as avoU as my 
servants,) when I naturally sought to recover the 
abducted nags. 

Yaks arc common here, and as I hear the road is 
very bad, I mean to ride one again. 

I was delighted, on arrival at tliis t illage, to find 
a servant with letters from the I’iains, thc^ first 
for many weary days. This man had been wait- 
ing for mo a fortnight, and thought I must have 
come to gi-icf in the reported disturbances in 
Kashmir ; for in the Plains, ptioplc seem to think 

Or hill-baskets. 



40 


ADYESNTUBES Of A LADY. 


tliat Goolab Singh has been ' mnrdered by his 
nephew, and that the Europeans in the Valley are 
all eonfined, and the Passes all closed ! What 
can have given iisc to such groundless and impro- 
bable rumours ? 

We have had clear weather and cloudless skies. 
How different from the tropical rains wliich are 
now deluging the Ipiming plains of Hindostan. 
Dieu soit heni^ that I am where I happen to be ! 


TCA.T EII. (Distpict of S’piti ok Pm.) 

Distance^ eight miles. 

Same dag.^ W o arrived here just as the day 
closed. The road is steep in parts, and in others 
very good. At first it follows the course of the 
Bara Lacha stream, some distance above the bank. 
This stream empties itself into the river of S’piti, 
this branch of which is tcmicd the^Losar, — I sup- 
pose because it comes from the neighbourhood of 
the village of that name. Our route then lay 
along the left bank of the Losar, frequently close 
to the shore. Tliis river flows along a broad bed, 
and is not fordable, though divided into several 
separate channels. Tamarisk grows along the 
shores, and several bushes, sweet-brier and goose- 
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berry among othors. • I also noticed some currant- 
busbns, the fruit small and sour, and of <d yellow- 
ish white in colour. About a .couple of mile^s 
from this village, a peculiarly unsafc-looJtSijg 
sanga spans the Losar over a part of the river 
where the channel rapidly contracts* ^om fifty or 
sixty yards to scarcely twenty ; almost opposite 
stands the village of Eerik. 

We algo passed the hamlet of Khee; and nearly 
on the opposite bank I noticed the village called 
Koorik. The liills are frequently quite barren, 
and the summits of the surrounding mountains 
are occasionally found capped with snow. 

Llamaism manifestly prevails in S’piti, to judge 
fr’om the numerous Mdnies we passed before reach- 
ing ETheijch. Not a soul ,in this place can speak 
Hindostanfee, and the Keebur Gopa has not yet 
arrived. I have been obliged to leave a horse 
behind, as he is too foot-sore to move further at pre- 
sent. Those marches between Noorbogo and 
Keebur have ruined all my stud. 


DUNKIE. (District ovS’piti or Piti.) 
Distance^ twelve miles. 

24#A August^ 1851. Sunday . — I breakfasted 
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at the small village of Lara, ^bout five miles from 
Kajeh, riding on here in the afternoon. Tharoad 
to Lara is very, good on the whole, and follows 
the loft bank»of the Losar. This river is joined 
by the Lingti and the Pin, the former flowing into 
it on tlic rigjit bsfnk, and the latter a couple or so 
of miles higher up, on the left shore. I was quite 
surprised to see ho^v the Lingti is changed since 
its course through Lahoiil, and^that part ,of Ladak 
below the ISara Lacha Pass. There it is so still ; 
— here, a perfect toiTcnt, rushing madly through a 
confined channel,' between high and perpendicular 
rocks. I know of no other “ Lingti,” so I supi)osc 
it must bo the same. There is a route to Kordoo, 
via the Kunzum* La, (or Pass,) fi’om Dmikir, 
distant (?ight days’ jomney, so say the zemindars 
(fiirmers). There is another route by thb lihubbeh 
Joth or Pass, which is a very short road to Simla, 
as near again as the one I am taking. 

The Pin flows from* a dirce^idh south-westerly, 
and is as largo a body of water as the one it forms 
a junction ,with. Tlie united rivers are indiffer- 
ently called the Pin, the Lpsar, and the S’piti 
river, by the natives of the coimtry. The road is 
in parts good, and in others very steep and rugged. 
The last three miles consist of (principally) a long 
* Called in Moorcroft’s Work, the “ Kulzum La.” 
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and steep ascent *to fho ruined forti’oss and small 
village of Dunkir. I observed near the wostom 
base of the high rock on wliich» Dunkir is built, 
the evident mins of extensive •constmetions, 
though not a brick was actually visible. But in 
all the neighbomhood of what* is now Dunlcir, 
below and around, the cmmbling rocks still 
retain the form which they bo^e when crested by 
buildings. 

IIow A'oiy ditferent is the Dinildr of 1851 to 
that of 1821, judging from the dm wing in the 
second volume of Moorcroft’s .I'luvids. In fact 
fr’om that drawing it would seem that an entire 
“ change had come over the spirit (d’ the ” — scene. 

The Tartar furze is no longer seen, and tlic ma- 
jority of the hills are nearjy as bare as in Laduk. 
Up to this* not a tree have I seen in S’piti, except 
the few stunted willows by the banks of the 

stream, when I first entered the district. Not a 
* • • • 
single ti’ce has even been planted near the Adllages, 

as is the case in Ladak and Lahofd, near liam- 

Ipts on the most desert mountains. Dunkir is a 

mere village now, the houses and Goompa being 

scattered on a mountain, which appeared to me to 

bo of iieculiarly crumbling soil. A single bastion* 

is built against the base of the eastern side ; what 

it may be meant for, or was once uitended for, I 
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have not the ghost of an idba. • The Fort is on 
tlie top of the hill, and is' in ruins. There are 
traces of buddings on the southern continuation 
of the moimtain, the soil being crumbling, and 
disposed in fanciful shapes. These once bore the 
■weight of many Tartar houses, for I particularly 
remarked the disposition of the soil which sup- 
ported the existing houses of l^unkir, and it was 
just the same, or rather would ,be just tjio same, 
were the buildings taken otf. 

I hardly know wliat I am ■waiting, for a Babel 
of tongues is hailf distraeting me; moreover, a 
mob of men, women, and children are ranged all 
round, and I am distiirbed by being stared at. How 
many of the motley group have never seen a lady 
before ! Their curiosity is absolutely insatiable. 

'There is not a single tree in or neiir Dunkir. 
In Mr. Trebeck’s drawing,* there is one repre- 
sented, — of goqd size too. I verily believe its only 
existence was in the dfaughtsmah’s fertile imagi- 
nation. And yet it is a most strange mistake to 
make. An imaginary tree, Avhere there are 

several would bo a trifle, — have inserted such 
myself (!) ; but where trees are positively 
'known^ it seems absurd and unpardonable. 

* Given in the frontispiece to the first volume of Moor- 
croft’s Works. 1 
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My camp is pitalicA on a small piece of grassy 
level,, separated from iJunkir Hill by a kbud. The 
only vrator whick flows near, is faf below the vil- 
lage, and T perceive that it is carried np in 
wooden barrels by men and women. Dunkir 
HUl ’ stands out (if I may use the? expression) be- 
yond the general line of the adjacent range of moun- 
tains — ^more to the south. Th^ face presented to 
the river ^is perpendicular and inaccessible, and 
the western side is likewise very precipitous. The 
northern connects the Hill with the neighbouring 
Heights, and I observed many snowy peaks be- 
yond. , With the exception of one woman, not a 
living soul now in Dunkir, can speak any language 
but Thibetan. 

The principal crops are wheat and barley, which 
are still green. There seems but a poor show 
of fields altogether. The elevation of Dunkir is 
given at thirteen thousand feet aboyc the level of 
the sea, in the Jodrnal of Captain Gerrard, pub-^ 
lished by Colebrooke, in his “ Bemarks on tho 
Sutluj Biver .” — See “ Tram, Asiatic Society Vol. 1. 


POH. (District of S’piti or Pm.) 
Distance^ about eight miles. 

2^th Augustj 1851. Monday . — ^This is a short 
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march, the road generally ruAning along some little 
distance from the left bank of the river, and on 
the whole tolerably good. “Hicre were some 
precipitous and bad places, impossible for a 
mounted horse, but I was on a yak, and never 
required to, dismount. In fact, I am becoming a 
capital yak-rider, and can manage the shaggy 
steed as well as a J^orso ! The one I rode to-day, 
went at a good seven miles trot in the hqur, where 
the road was at all tolerable. 

I observed a half dried up tank to the right of 
the road. The lulls continue savagely barren, and 
no village intervenes between Dunkir and Pnh, on 
this bank of the river. I noticed one on the oppo- 
site shore, about three miles before reaching this vil- 
lage, and on inquiry, foimd that it was called Mance. 

* How the 5’j)iti rivor is changed " in its ap- 
pearance since we first saw it near Keebur! 
There it wa^. very quiet, flowing in several 
channels, the bed ISroad and* pebbly, like the 
Chdomocschiirtze, on the other side of the Parung 
Pass. Now its bed is from twenty to forty yards 
broad, and the inclination , much greater; it is 
generally confined by nearly perpendicular rocks, 
the waters flowing in a rapid and turbid flood. 

About a mile before reaching Poh, I saw the 
first tree in the inhabited parts of S’piti. It was 
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growing by itself, nway from all vegetation. On 
approjiching it, I perceived it was a pencil-cedar, in 
size and general, luxuriance far inferior to tboso 
which grow in Lahoul. In and about the immediate 
vicinity of Poh, there arc several trees — ^pencU- 
cedars, willows, and one or two poplsfrs, the latter 
very inferior in size and beauty to the famous 
Kashmir species. 

We did not arrive hero till dai-k, though the 
sun had not sot when the village fii’st appeared in 
sight from the to^ of a hill which wo had to descend 
before we came to the stony level ground wliich 
precedes the point on which the village stands. 
The river takes a sweep close by, and the width of 
the valley in the neighbourhood may bo nearly half 
a milo. There are no intelligent Tartars in Poh. 

The diffcfrence of climate is quite striking. In- 
stead of the ponderous bedding before requisite, I 
find two rozais quite sufficient at night. And yet 
Poh cannot be ^c5/than elevCn thousandfeet in alti- 
tude ; probably it is at least three hundred more. 
Except between Parochin and Keebur, I have scon 
no wild-flowers worth preserving in S’piti. The 
sweet-brier and wild-rose abound, but the flowers 
arc all past. I have noticed wild-currant and 
gooseberry bushes, the fruit quite worthless! 
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LABI, OB LTJBBEE. (District of S’pm or'Piti.) 

Distance^ seven or eight miles. 

2&thAugti8t^ 1851. Tuesday . — This is the last 
village in S’piti, •along the left bank of the river, 
and I hear that three days of Oojar interpose 
between Lari and Chang, the first village in 
Busehr. Helas ! h61as ! I thought I heyi no more 
“ Oojar” inarching before me. 

This is a very small village. It stands a little 
more tlian 400 feet above the river-bed, where 
the stream is not very full. The elevation of the 
hamlet is 11,515 feet above the level of the sea, 
measuring by the thermometer, and correcting the 
elevation by observations of the temperature of 
tfie air. At Lari the thermometer boils at 194? ; 
and the temperature of the air in autumn is 39°. 

The Coolicf* and yaks, &c. for the Oojar 
journey, come fi*W the district of Pin, I believe. 
It is odd that it should be requisite to send so far, 
and I do not understand why the present set are 
not made to go on instead, for Poh is decidedly 
nearer than Pin. I had no intention of halting 
’ here, but I cannot induce the Pin people to move, 
thougli they are all on the spot. Bribes rd 
threats have alike proved unavailing. 
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The people inhabiting the last twenty miles, 
seem a turbulent, disorderly, quarrelsome sot. If 
a word is said tq them, or if they are told to do 
what they do not like, they all talk gt once in the 
most threatening manner, with raised voices and 
frantic gestures. Anything lilg3 ccrercion is 'out 
of the question, as they seem only too ready for 
blows, and glad of an excuse for violence. My 
servants tried to prevent their gathering round 
the spot -v^licre I was seatedj and though nothing 
like force was used, the mob bewail to clamour, 
and to make the most alarining uproar. They 
painfull V remind me of the lldd| ihoo people, 
and seem equally dishonest too. My slunq) have 
been abstracted — the blankets covering the young 
calves, stolen — and a puttoo of very large size, 
•belonging to Ghaussie, hhs mysteriously disap- 
peared from his saddled yak. I made over a pony 
to the Gopa of a village, and desired him to send 
it to Kooloo as seon as itsi feet»w(5re recovered, 
lie not only evaded giving mo a receipt for thcr 
animal, but said, “ what should he do if the animal 
died?' This was an odd speech to nfake, con- 
•sidering that the littlb nag wa« in perfect health, 
and merely foot-sore ! I strongly suspect ho will die 
— ^an imaginary death at least. Poor me,* ever 
victimized. I have again been necessitated to 
VOL. m. » 
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leave another pony behind^ as he has only just 
arrived hero, (four o’clock, p.m.,) also a Bultist^n 
cow and calf. I have, however, been fortunate 
enough in bejng able to give them over to a gentle- 
man who is surveying the district, and marches 
far more slowly than I do. I would recommend 
no one to take ponies the route I have gone, or any 
long distance in the hills, over roads unmade. 
Shoes would not for a week stand the cruel trial of 
ceaseless rocks and shai*p stones, an(fa farrier is 
but rarely to be'met with in the benighted districts 
of the Ilimalayas. I have lately had my ponies shod, 
but could only got enough of shoes for the fore-feet, 
and the business was but indifferently managed. 
Though they are all hill-ponies, have been rarely 
ridden, and never laden, they are all knocked up 
and foet-sore, and I do not (.‘xpect one to reach 
Simla. It is always possible to hire ponies or 

yaks, through the less travelled districts of the 
% 

hills, and the hire is so trifling, and so much 
trouble is saved, that it is by far the best plan. 
The animals I have were expressly purchased for 
carrying loads on the made roads, as I experienced 
so much delay last year from the lack of Coolies 
in the Simla district. I reckoned without my 
host, and I must put up with the consequences. 

The houses in S’piti seem all built after the 
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same model ; flat-roofed^ bi-storied or poly-storied ; 
the upper portion of unbumt bricks and mud, 
the lower gonc^ally of unhewn* stones, and a 
slight coating of whitewash over the* whole. They 
are all huddled close together. Thick layers of 
firewood are piled on the flat roofs of the houses, 
as an almost invariable rule. 

The people are evidently Titf*tars, though they 
call themselves ‘^Bhdts.” I sec a good many 
Lambas or El amas ( priests). Som e,wear red, others 
yellow or black robes. Tlic hair of some of these 
holy men is disgustingly matted and horrible- 
looking, long and filthy. I mentioned before 
that the women wore theirs in innumerable long 
thin plaits, which hang frequently b(dow the 
waist. These arc gathered together by turquoises, 
amber, and coral ornaments. The wife of the 
head-man of this village told me in reply to an 
inquiry on the subject, that these numerous plaits 
wore opened once* 4* w^elcs^ ( 0 mores f ) and^ 
then the head was washed and re-plaited for 
a similar interval ; — mon Dieu^ she made my flesh 
creep at the idea, gind I instinctively moved 
further off. 

Both sexes wear the Tartar boots, gartered 
generally by yak-hair ropes below the knee.* The 
women wear principally Alack woollen attire, with 

D 2 
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coloured trowscrs, and no covering for the head* 
I observe among otlier ornaments, armlets of. China 
warej Beauty* 'is totally unkno^Xm in S’piti. 

I forgot fo describe the march from Poh to 
La^i. The only village passed en route^ is Tabo, 

o 

about five oniloi/ from Poh. It is small, and ap- 
peared to consist principally of sacred edifices. I 
saw a long line of conical affairs, upwards of a 
hundrcid in number, rising frpm a basQ two feet 
elevated from the ginund, which I was told were 
as sacred as the Manies. Not a drop of milk to be 
obbiined here, and my goats had not arrived at 
breakfast-time. I warn all travellers to . make 
arrangements for this requisite, if they ever halt 
at this i»lacc. There are a few trees here, princi- 
pally willows and poplars. The road from Poh to 
Tabo is very bad, unfit for I'iding a horse. In many 
places the path is about eight inches wide, crum- 
bling and uns‘if(>, and fiaiiked by nearly perpen- 
jdicular precipices oF loose * and uncertain soil, 
terminating in the vortex of waters below. 

I have ^ lately ridden a Zho, (that is the hybrid 
between the bull-j'ak and common cow,) and I 
tliink I prefer the zho to the yak as a steed. It 
answers to the whip or spur much more like a 
horse, and I can ride it in the most dangerous 
and precipitous places with safety. My servants 
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are not so brave, and while they dismount, wonder 
at my mad temerity. ‘Not that I see any mad- 
ness in it, and I feel no fear, — ^loo^cing aside calmly 
at the abyss below, when not one inch intervenes 
between me and Eternity. I say this advisedly, 
for the path is often but half a foot ibide ; were it 
once lost, no human power could save man or 
beast. The soil in such places is of crumbling 
slate or limestone, such as I felt so temfic last 
year, and described in one Lahoiil march. I am 
daily accustomed* to it now, and to tell the truth, 1 
am much more fright onc'd to go* over such paths 
on myjeetj however odd this assertion may seem. 
I shall never forget one night wo were benighted 
in Bultistan, and came to a piece of this dangei ous 
style of mountain. At each step I took I hoard 
the ground nindor me rolling down flio nearly per- 
pendicular side of the mountain into the river 
below. I could see nothing, but I could hear the 
roaring Indus, and the crumbling of the soil, till 
at last I stox)pcd still and fairly cried like a child !' 
The Coolies carried mo, but in the dark it was 
a service fraught with peril and real danger. 

The S’piti people call me “ Beobcio ” — a rather 
childish title for so sedate a personage. One 
man told me I was pretty, and about a dozen 
echoed the compliment. • I did not feel much 
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overpowered, and could not "help laughing at 
them; — when I looked at their hideous faces, I 
really entirely agreed that the Vjomparison must 
be in my fitvour, and did not wonder at their 
finding beauty in the contrast ! (Oh dear, how 
vain I am^ n^est-ce-pas?) I showed a looking- 
glass to a woman yesterday, and though she was 
painfully ugly, I protest she seemed to delight in 
her image, for she never ceased looking at it, for 
a good horn*. This is the only glass I have left, 
and it was two-thirds broken yesterday. So 
much for vanity ! 


JEEOOMDOII. (Country op China.) 

OOJAR. 

r 

Distance, ten miles. 

August, 1851. Wednesday . — ^My baggage 
started yesterday from Lari, about three o’clock, 
.p.m., with strict ordora to pfoceed to this halting 
place. I arrived at a spot by the river side, guilt- 
less of grass or wood, and foimd the camp coolly 
settled in this desert place. .1 was very angry, but 
I only wasted my wrath, for nothing would induce 
the S’piti people to move ; so my ponies starved 
all night, and the only way I. got tea, was by 
my Ehidmutgar binning his walking-stiok this 
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morning, to lighfr a*&e. Two of the ponies 
walked back to Ldri in an independent manner, 
not liking (I st^pose) the starving system, and 
the rest looked miserable this morning. 

About a mile from the village, as I went along 
yesterday evening, I suddenly spied my bed lying 
by the road-side, two of my servants sitting by it, 
and the man whoso business it wtip to cany ‘ ‘ Squire, ’ * 
together with another Coolie, looking on in despair. 

I could not make out at first what had happened. 
The servants, however, explained that the Coolies 
belonging to the bed had thrown* down tlnur bur- 
then • and “bhSgeca,” (run away,) and that it 
was too heavy for the single porter that remained 
to lift it. I must say I felt sufficiently annoyed 
at this conh’etemps ; — ^this was the sole “ Cliarpoy ” 
remaining Ibo me, all the spare ones I had brought 
in case of accidents, having gone to pieces, one 
after another, during my travelsi. Night was 
stealing on apace, gnd 1 c($uld not go back to the 
village I had just left, as the whole of my Camp, 
(j^dth the exception of the fragmentary portion I 
have just alluded to,), had gone on to the encamping 
ground in advance. While we were waiting in 
an apparently hopeless condition at this desert* 
spot, quite at a loss what to do next, and* I was 
on the point of abandonmg the luckless bed to its 
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fete, Providonoo came to bur* aid in an unex- 
pected manner. All at once we observed jauntily 
trotting towards* ns on horsebadk, a Chinaman, 
whose red and yellow robes betokened his sacer- 
dotal character, while other distinctive marks . 
pointed him but ‘as a Llama of high degree, or 
Chief among the priests. Tlie two Coolies sug- 
gested that wo might enlist him temporarily, vi 
et armisj as a porter; but on» my ordering them 
to seize him for the purpose, they hastily declined, 
and humbly supplicated me not to involve them 
in a deadly feud with the sacred Llamas. Being 
thus forced to take the matter into my own hands, 

I at once resolved how to act. I waited till the 
man was within a hundred yards, and then 
sauntered carelessly towards him ; — the slow, am- , 
bling pace of the Ghoont on which he was mounted, 
allowing mo a good view of the horseman as he 
approached. Jlis Avorldly goods, clothes, and 

cooking utensils were strapped behind his saddle, 

«• 

the high-peaked holsters of which, in front, were 
bristling with fire-arms. He was armed to the 
teeth besides, and his jewelled sword glittered 
even in the fading light. His steed was richly 
caparisoned; the saddle-cloth bright and gaudy. 
Quite* coolly and imdauntedly I approached the 
august traveller, and taking hold of his bridle. 
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led him silently up *to where lay the prostrate 
bedstead. He made no resistance, surprise ap- 
pearing completely to overpower his faculties! 
Mustering the little Tliibctan I knew, I then 
ordered him in a firm and resolute, but calm 
tone, to deliver up to mo on the* spot,, his arms of 
every kind. Again ho obeyed my cool command 
in speechless bewilderment, ap^ even dismounted 
at my rca[iuost, without attmnpting any remon- 
strance. I then proceeded to possess myself of 
all his weapons, intending to restore them in due 
time. I slimg his magnificent SAVord by the 
strap attached to its gilded hilt across my own 
shoulders, and grasped his fire-arms in my hands, 
giving his Ohoont in charge to my servants. I 
observed that his ponderous saddles was all of 
wrought steely a pad serving to prevent its galling 
his steed. 

Preserving the same unconcerped manner, 1. 
next commanded the tertor-stficken priest to 
“take up my bed and walk,” — or rather to assist 
the Coolies in so doing. And then the tongue was 
loosened, and the dumb man si)akc ! He volubly 
a.sserted that he was a high-pi*iest, one of the holy 
among the tribes, — a visitor, or rather an am- 
bassador from China to S’piti, and that ft was 
impossible he could demban himself by doing my 

j) 3 
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bidding. My only reply to his rhetoric was an 
an imperative reiteration of my hookm (order). 
The strong man.quailed before a 'woman’s voice! 

I do believe rhe was in doubt as to my identity, 
regarding me, perchance, as a visitant from 
another wcsrld ! ‘ At all events, he refused no 
longer, but tremblingly obeyed my directions, by 
lifting up the becj, and proceeding straigh^ay 
with it to my camp. But for .this, I should now 
be lying on the cold hard ground, instead of re- 
posing on this comfortable couch. 

It is impossible to resist making use of the 
prestige of one’s appearance under such circum- 
stances, — so novel and absolutely unearthly in the 
eyes of those ignorant dwellers in the wilds does 
a “ Feringhce ”* face appear. Bosolution and , 
intrepidity go a long way in terrifying them into 
abject obedience; indeed, I always found them 
more afraid of my simplest word, than of all the 
“ striking ” proofs given them ' of my servants’ 
wrath.f 

♦ European. 

t I may here just add, that on reaching my camp, I found 
the bedstead faithfully delivered indeed, but that its un- 
, willing bearer, after depositing it, had vanished on the instant. 
Alarmed, doubtLess, at the idea of his further services being 
compulsorily required, Ihe bird had flown ! He did not even 
wait my arrival to redeem his weapons, &c., which of coarse 
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This is the usual lialting place after Lari, but 
as I jEiccomplished three miles yesterday evcniog, 
I have resolved to proceed to ^hoogoor, an en- 
camping ground some five miles distant, also in 
the country of China. 

The road from Lari to Jecoomdoh is vcry'bad, 
rocky and crumbling alternately, averaging six 
inches of width. I infinitely^ prefer the y^ or 
zho to ajpony or horse on such barbarous roads, as 
I have never to dismount from the former. I 
noticed a penciF-cedar growing in melancholy soli- 
tude far below the road, by the river’s edge. Low 
shrubs abound on the hills all round, principally 
.sweet-brier, wild-rose, a species of thorny ziziphus, 
and a variety of furze. No grass and no trees, 
till this spot is reached, where a small patch of the 
former and a few of the latter afe found, near a 
very black torrent. This mountain Bapid sepa- 

I purposed restoring to him; so I did. life only thing which 
was left in my power* by way of restitution. I took care.of 
the property thus strangely acquired, imtil I had an oppor- 
tunity of delivering it safely into the hands of the nearest public 
official, to be held in charge for its owner, should he ever ap- 
pear to claim it. It is needless to say 1 never heard of its sub- 
sequent fate. The Ghoont was mysteriously spirited away 
during the same night the priestly impressment occurred of 
course the Ll&ma was lurking in the neighbourhood, and when> 
all was still in the camp, mdtinted his nag and rode away ! 
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rates S’piti from China, and is crossed by a frail 
bridge. The hrcadtb is not more than ten yards, 
but the currcnt^is violent, wildly dashing over 
huge rocks, and terminating its impetuous course 
in the Iliver of S’piti, not far below this. The 
extreme blackness of the hue of the water is very 
easily accounted for by the vicinity of soil as dark 
as coal, over which its course also lies. 

I observed some gypsum rocjss on the, road to- 
day, but the general formation appeared to be of 
limestone or slate. No wild-flowors worth preserv- 
ing ; whether tlid season is past, or wh(!thor this 
country is deficient in that respect, is “ beyond my 
poor divining,” and I will not hazard an opinion.. 

There is a second road to Busehr from Tabo, 
along the right bank of the river, viu Sooinrah and 
Shealkur. Tho*^ latter is in Kanawr, (ot Buselir,) 
and is scarcely known by the above name in S’piti, 
being called instead, “ Kiakurr,” or “ Kakhurr.” 

This road must ‘be much shoitct than the one 1 
aitt following, for in order to circumvent a mountain 
torrent which is im-bridgcd and unfordable,we have 
to make a Heart-rending detour, going direct east^ 
when Busehr lies immediately to the south.* 

• And Chango, tlie village tvo eu^e bound for, lies to the 
direct west, which is in the diametrically opposite direction 
from Shoogoor, where my camp pitches this evening. 
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There is a marked pat^^ down to the river, about 
two miles from this, (I mean the tributary and 
not the main river,) and at certain seasons of the 
year, it is possible to cross the tdiTcnt, thereby 
saving a day’s circuit. This river ^is called, the 
Chala-Dokpo ; perpendicular clife of granite and 
mica slate confine its wild watei’s, in many plactis. 
The average breadth of this t«rront is not more 
than twenty-five or thirty feet. 


SHOOGOOll. O0.1AU. (CouNTUY >F China.) 

D is lance j five m iles. 

Same datj . — Arrived li(;re at sunset. On the 
whole a tolerable inarch, • though . as usual the 
narrow xiath and crumbling soil were not forgotten 
by the Genii of the road altogether. A few iilants, 
but no grass on the hills, 'fhe ponies are abso- 
lutely exhausted from staiwation, and the cattle* 
in general have suffered greatly from the total 
lagk of fodder. 

First we had an asoent, very^steeji, then after a 
piece of indifferent road, alternately ascending 
and descending, wo came to the descent lyhich 
finished the march. 

This groimd belongs to China, and opposite, at 
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the distance of less than half a* mile, stands the 
hamlet of Choorih, (or Keeorih,) the first in China, 
with its few fields of cultivation sfirrounding it. 

There is a second violent torrent, which is also 
of a.decp black colour, and flows a little distance 
below this •encamping ground. This torrent is 
the boundary between China and Busehr. It is 
called the Zangcham or Parati, and is about 100 
feet in breadth. It falls into the S’piti river, 
about two miles south of Jeeoomdoh.* It is 
very rapid and ^olont, flowing at a great incli- 
nation, and with inconeeivablo velocity. Large 
stones block its course, and create the usuahspray 
and uproar. There is neither bridge nor ford, — at 
least not at present. It appears to flow from the 
north-cast. 

. I observe several mountains capped deeply with 
snow, beyond the immediate inner barren range. 
Heavy rain fell to-day in the direction of Busehr, 
.and snow whitened the more ^evated Heights. A 
few drops of the distant deluge slightly sprinkled 
me on my .way to this. It is more cool than cold 
at night under anything like shelter. The height 
of this spot cannot much exceed 11,500 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

* The olevation of the epo^ whore the confluence oeonrs, is 
10,200 feet above the level of the sea. 
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There is one dingl 9 tree visible in the village 
opposite. I should like to explore China, hut any 
attempt to do so would be inevttably foiled, and 
I should feel painfully like a fool, were I forced, 
vi et armisy to return. The Chinese keep all 
visitors off by hurling stones at* then?, and in the 
mountains this method is most effectual. The 
Coolies wish to send my ponies round by a path 
leading directly through the Chinese village, as 
the direct route is reported dangerous for them. 
I said that if the ponies went, I should go too, and 
as they decline this responsibility, I suppose all 
will go by the break-neck path, vid the torrent 
immediately below our camp. 

Me void in China ! I purpose talking importantly 
of my visit to the land of pigtails, mysteriously 
concealing* the immense extent of my travels in 
that inhospitable land — mean to astonish by 
my audacious visit to regions, where ordinary 
mortals are stoned. *to death ! Oh ! I will not 
say that I merely gazed at the first Chinese 
village at a respectful distance ! But- seriously, 
could I persuade my eamp to invade the forbidden 
land, I should like of all things to make the expe- 
riment, and though I have no absolute proof that 
I bear a charmed life, 1 should be fearless as to the 
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result. I cannot sec what 9^3601 they could have 
in impeding one of my gentle sex. 


CHANGUEYZING. (Ili^aka of Busehb.*) 

about eight miles. 

^^th August^ 1851. Thursdag. — Most shocking 
road, stoop and uocky, and at the very outset 
piiHsw" over a broak-nock places Instead, of a rea- 
sonalilo hi‘idgo, the toiTcnt was spanned by a huge 
slanting rook, and tlic luckless horses having boon 
taken with ropes along this dangerous place, 
where man or boast might slide into Eternity in 
the twinkling of an eye, or in tins raj)id transit 
of a fsdling star, — the poor trembling animals 
first stumbled and fell along a stony, rocky sort 
of cave, bi’ilow which the torrent roarcid in fury, 
and then followed a long rocky ascent, by way of 
an ai)oh)gy for^ a road. Tlie ponies wore .cut sc- 

* * This is tho comincnccmcnt of “ •Thinexe Tariary” which 

will now ho traversed in my daily marches for several daj's. 

The inteUigeijt reader will observe that the names arc com* 

pletely t^hiuese. When the Messrs. Gcrrard visited Busehr, 

( 

about thirty years ago, Mioy were not allowed to go beyond 
Changivyzing ; and ^hen they attempted to reach Lari vid 
this route, they were effectually stopped by a largo 1:)and of 
armed men. Uribes and threats proved alike unavailing, so 
they were forced to return to llusehr. 
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verely, and I fear all £ope of their reaching Simla 
must now be #)andoncd, or at all events of their 
accompanying nfy Camp. During the rugged 
ascent, though the zho I was riding feH repeatedly, 
I was not converted into a “field-marshal” 
but sat quietly on the saddle till f cou|jl raise the 
animal. In fact, all the cattle in camp arc weak 
and exhausted from want of fodder, and have 
scarcely t^^e spirit J;o move one foot before the 
other. 

I noticed again several rocks of gypsum, and 
for a mile of the way, mica glittered in large 
quantities in some of the pale blue rocks we passed. 
The sun was shining brightly, and the radiation 
was terrible to the eyes. Pencil-cedar grows on 
the hills, and T observed willows lower down. 
There is scarcely a blade of grass on these moun- 
tains; several shrubs and plants, — the wild-rose 
and s\H§et-brier, gooseberry and cyirant bushes, 
a variety of furae^* differeht from the Tartar 
species, (but equally fit for firewood,) and an aro- 
matic plant, — ^arc the principal products of the 
hills wo passed. 

This spot has an elevation of 12,600 foot above 
‘ the level of the sea. It is the usual encamping 
ground after Jecoomdoh, but as I halted at 
Shoogoor, I mean to proceed to the first village 



66 


ADYENTURES OF A LADT. 

in Busehr, on this side of tho S’piti river. Since 
leaving Jceoomdoh, I have not soA this stream, 
and this is aecoimtod for by ‘the fact of the 
ditour we wefte forced to make in order to circum- 
vont the torment, which most officiously, and in the 
most mal-apropOs manner, thrusts itself in the 
way. Changreyzing is a scrap of a hamlet ; 
only one family* lives in this wilderness. A 
few small fields and two stone huts of rude 
construction cqnstituto the whole place. There 
is some grass here, and if the ponies had 
only arrived, they might have a little of their 
staff of life. Before we reached this spot, I 
noticed about a dozen y3.ks and zhos, being loaded 
by people from Chango in Busehr, with firewood. 
I observed plenty of pencil-cedar in the assorted 
bundles, from which I conclude that it makes a 
good wood for burning. When polished, it has a 
very pretty grain, and if fresh, a faint but 
pleasant smell ; — it is not a strong kind of timber, 
however. The rocks in the neighbourhood of 
Changreyzing are of granite, gneiss, and mica 
formation ; limestone and clay-slate arp also met 
with. I was much struck by observing pebbles 
embedded in clay, and numerous small round 
stones in the soil : all having the unmistakeable 
appearance of having been acted upon by water, 
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though the river S’pJti is upwards of 2,000 feet 
below this level, and mere is no rivulet near. 


CHANGO* (Busehe.) 

Distance^ six miU^. 

2^th August^ 1851. Friday . — ^Beached tliis 
village at sunset yesterday. The road fi'om Chang- 
reyzing consists first of a steep and bad des^nt 
to the bed of a very violent Eapid, which pours 
vehemently down at a great inclination from mas- 
sive large rocks, with terrific uprollir and wild foam. 
The channel is extremely narrow, and a very frail 
bridge is thrown across this torrent at some dis- 
tance above the wild waters. A long ascent fol- 
lows, turning gradually from north to due west. 
A part of the road is very steep and* rocky, %ut jybc 
latter portion is broad and good. There is a pile of 
ston^ at the top of the Height, on which flags, 
horns, and painteli pieces of cloth, bits of wool, 
ribands of cloth, &c., were fastened. This, and* 
one or two Manies I observed during the march, 
evince the prevalence of Llamaism in *tiiese parts 
likewise. A long descent, steep and bad, leads 
to Chango, which is a large village, surrounded 
by fields, on the left bank of the S’piti *rivcr. 

* Called by the people of S’piti, “ Gh&ng." 
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Opposite, on the right shoVe, I see a few fields 
and trees, but no village. The river is nar- 
row and rapid, Averaging about twenty-five yards 
in breadth. 

Shcalkur, called by the pcoxdo of S’piti, Kak- 
hurr and Juakmr indifferently, is about three 
miles higher up, on the right bank of the river. 

I saw it as I dcsjjendcid to Chango. There is a 
ruined foi’t there, and a smaU village^ which is 
situated fifty or sixty feet above the river. A 
sanga spans the flood, I am told, though I could 
not see any. The height of Sherilkur is giv(Ui at 
10,998 fcict above the level of the sea ; — CJiango 
may be two or three hundred feet lower. 

One of my ponies is non hwentu^ to-day, and 
I am waiting to se(^ if the Coolies of S’piti will 
bqng it to mo. It is now noon, — Oppressively 
hot in t(uits. The price of Ghoonts here is from 
eighty to one^ hundred and fifty rupees : — Very 
different from Kashmir prices^j^ oV even the market 
value in Ladfik or Ihdtistan. 

The surrounding hills continue barren, and de- 

• * * ‘ 
void of even grass. The breadth of the valley may 

be from two hundred yards to half a mile. 
Though the elevation of this village is ten thou- 
sand four hundred and seventy-nine feet above the 
level of the sea, (by measurement of the thermo- 
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meter; for water boite at 196® Fahrenheit,) the 
summers here are sultry. In this month, the ther- 
mometer averages *80® ill the shade at noon. The 
village is situated in a plain, lying east and west, 
in a dell watered by two streams, wliicli no sooner 
escape from their dark and toctudus channel, 
through lofty and inaccessible crags and nearly 
perpendicular Heights, than th(^ arc turned into 
conduits by the mountaineers, and made to ini- 
gate the fields laid out in terraces, one below the 
other. The crop§ jirincipally consist of wheats 
barley, millet, phaphur^ ttini'ij)s, p«‘as, beans, 
&c., and are V(ay luxuriant. The situation of 
Ohango plcusanlly contrasts with tlie sUailc and 
rugged character of the siuTOundiug country. The 
picturesque glen terminates to the north and south 
in bare ridges, on ivhich nothing animate is seen. 
On the west is the S’piti river, flowing vciy tran- 
quilly, consid(?ring the rapidity of^ the current, 
and the great inclination at ‘which it flows. On 
the cast, at the luiad of the Plain, is a high peak, 
the crest white and hoary with eternal snows. 
The seasons at Chango arc a month earlier than at 
Nako. Seed-time begins in March, and the har- 
vest is ready in July and August. Snow falls con- 
tinuously firom November to March, but is seldom 
more than a foot deep in the vicinity of tho vil- 
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lage. Ill April and May there is rain occasion- 
ally. 


LED, OR LEE. (Busehr.) 
pistance^ ten miles. 

Same day . — I rode here on an impetuous little 
Ghoont, quite UT\attcndod, having distanced all 
my escorts, and arrived in th.e village at sunset. 
However, it was neai’ly dark before I found my 
Cami> ; and I was weary of wandering through 
the cultivated and seathjred portions of the vil- 
lage, which is an extensive one for the, ITills. 
The numerous fruit-tre(^s whir;h stud tli(' ground 
almost ctmeealed my litth' Oamp. It was some 
time before I could dislodge a guide, and at first 
I only secured a woman, old and stupid. Verily, 
these women are scarcely human, with far loss in- 
telligence au(h sense than apes and baboons. 

After leaving* Chartgo, our^road ascended some 
two thousand feet in four miles. Here the path 
divided, the upper leading to Nako, the lower 
being the direct route to IjCO. 

Nako is situated at an elevation of more than 
twelve thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
The cultivation is luxuriant, and fields of barley, 
wheat, phaphur and fumips, produce plentdhil 
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crops. • These fields aece generally partitioned by 
dikes of granite, instead of~as in the neigh- 
bouring villages-rbarbeny and gooseberry bushes. 

Grain is sown at Nako in March anA April^ and 
is reaped in August and September. Towards 
the end of October snow generally fidls, but Sel- 
dom exceeds two feet in depth in the neighbour- 
hood of the village. It lies, however, for nearly 
six months. Some . authors attribute the fact of 
its not falling sooner than it docs, to moisture in 
the air ; for winter may indeed bo said to begin 
in the first week of October under a clear sky. 
The thermometer during that month is seldom 
above ^0” ralirenheit at sunrise. In this month 
the average height of the temperature at noon is 

75 ». 

The cattl(\at Njlko arc fed prineixfully upon the 
leaves of poplar. The only other trees at this ele- 
vation, or anywhere near, are junipers and a few 
stunted willows, ■which have, been ^)Tan ted. 

Most people are dbluded into going by Nako, 
which is out of the road, merely to suit the con- 
vcnicnce of the Coolies, who like to be chSinged as 
soon as possible. IlaWng exprjessed my positive 
determination not to go via N^ko, I found the 
substitutes for the yaks and men of Chango ready 
at a village called Lccrik) three or four mil^ 
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distant from this. I observed Nako high(?r up on 
the same hill as the one *on -which Lecrik is situ- 

ff 

ated, — perhaps six hundred feet almost directly 
above. Nako seemed to consist of three nearly 
distinct villages on the slope of a mountain, whose 
summit cannot be less than sixteen thousand feet. 
The elevation of Nako is given at twelve thousand 
feet above tho level of the sea. 

Tho road from Change to Loo is decidedly bad, 
steep and stony, but I did not once dismount from 
tho fiery little pony I rode, though perchance I 
showed ill my persistence as much reciklessness as 
skill ! Tho natives stared at the risks I laugh- 
ingly ran, and tried to persuade me to dismount. 

There are a great many apricot trees about 
Lecrik, and a few willows ; — the village itself is 
small. From Leerik'to Leo the road is a steep 
and rugged descent to the bed of the river of 
S’piti. A very formidable wooden bridge, of 
most peculiar build, spans tha violent waters at 
an elevation of some twenty feet. A flight of 
stone steps conducts from tl^ bridge to the road 
above, which is on a level with this village, and 
not more than tlirec or four hundred yards distant. 

Leo or Leo is a large, straggling village, 
situated immediately above the right bank of the 
ijvcr. The eultivatioa is extensive and pro- 
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mising,^ and tlie trees afe numerous, principally 
fine specimens of apricot. Tho^ traveller is 
ushered into Leo by a long line of J^tS^nies, and 
many Llamaic edifices are seen about the pre- 
cincts of the place. The hills are ^oai^y bare, ai£d 
to me very uninteresting, for (at this season at 
least,) no pretty wild-flowers enamelled the 
ground, and the wild-roses were all faded and 
gone. 

As I rode through Leerik, I saw the apricots 
drying on the tops of the houses, as in Lad^, so 
I suppose the dried fi'uit called “ Komdnies ” is 
also common in Busehr. I have seen no vine- 
yards as yet, but I believe this part of Busehr is 
mt called Kanawr.* The Kanawr grapes are 
deservedly famous. 

I have only six ponies left out of the twelve I 
had not a month ago. The Siana or head-man of 
Change refused to ^v,e a receipt for the two little 
nags I was forced to leave in his village, so I 
mean to keep the pony I rode to-day as a 
hostage. I would recommend no one *{o bring 
either horses or ponies this route. The road 
through Busehr is supposed to be — 

Heaven save the mark I and yet they are many 

• An error. The whole of tipper Busehr is also culled 
Kan&wr, but not by the people of the country. 
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degrees better than the S’piti roads, which are a 
disgrace to civilization. Pardon, dear rulers of 
that iv^odly country, pray pardon my candour, 
for the^^kith, however unpalatable, he told. 
Pfind that'thcjionest Coolies of Ldri have stolen 

r 

the following articles — one of my saddle-girths, 
one spit, one china jar, a blanket, and two sheep. 


IJANGO. (Busehe.) 

Distance, seven and a half miles. x 

30 Avgust, 1851. Saturday . — ^Breakfasted 
here, but purpose dining at Soongnum, the next 
ordinary march. The Coolies insist* upon being 
changed at this place, which is invariably a source 
of delay and trouble. 

This march *gocs over a high mountain, about 
the elevation of l^ako, some twelve thousand feet 
above the level of the sea. The first half of the 
way is a very steep ascent. The gallant little 
Ghoont, in his jhsotfiil impatience, exhausted his 
strength, and one- third of the distance I was forced 
h) ride the ykk which had accomp^ed me as the 
steed of my escort. An I was too lazy to change 
the saddle, 1 found a single puttoo (blanket), rathcEr 
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a precarious seat on the hack of the bull in steep 
or rugged parts. 

There was a mile or so of good and.ne^y level 
ground, and a steep but short descent 4Pto the 
streamlet on which Hango is jsituated. This 
stream falls into the S’piti river nearly a mile 
from this ; and the muted rivers soon after form 
a jmiction with the Sutluj. ^e almost entirely 
left the course of ^he S’piti to-day, but I could 
occasionally see it far below, its banks generally 
perpendicular, and the average breadth var 3 ring 
from ten to twenty yards. The mountain which 
rises above Nako is fully sixteen thousand feet in 
altitude, rising in gradual and undulating slopes 
above the village. The summit is partially 
"covered with snow, and many of thd surrounding 
Heights are similarly capped. 

I noticed a very white mountain to the left, 
which my guide tt>ld. me was called the ** Poo.” 
He spoke such questionable Oordoo, that I could 
not understand the other items of information he 
gave me regarding it. 

Hdngo is eleven thousand eight hundred and 
twelve feet above the level of the sea. It is ^tuated 
at the head of a dell, in the peaceful bosom oftcul- 
tivation. There are a few poplars here, but no 
fruit-trees. The glen lies East and West, and 
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has a tolerably level sur&ce. As a stream flows 
on e^h side of this glen, and a third through the 
centre J^rpof, the supply of ^ter is always 
abundflilp The Siberian barley is very luxuriant 
here, and the e 9 r of this grain is so large and full, 
that the average of some ten, casually picked, was 
ninety-eight fold. AU the crops are very fine. 

The surroun^g mountaius are limestone. 
Those on the north are precipitous and sterile ; 
those on .the south are less steep, •and are pleasingly 
verdant in comparison, being covered with grass 
and furze. 

The thermometer exhibits the boiling point of 
water at 193°; and when the “corrected” eleva- 
tion was estimated by Captain J. D. Hebbert, the 
temperature Of the air was 35°. The estimate of 
altitude I have given above is taken from Captain 
Hebbort’s journal. Captain Gerrard estimates 
the elevation at about four hundi'ed feet less. 

The liills are more or less covered with a few 
plants, some strongly aromatic, which, in the 
almost tdtal absence of gross, are cut and dribd. 
They are..heapcd< on the inofr of the houses as 
fodder. We saw a sort of broom, yellow 
flowered, and a variety of furze also, on the hilla 
to-day. No trees ; only a few rose-bushes. 

H&ngo is a large place, apparently consisting of 



HANOO. 


77 


two or three village» in the valley. There mre 
many, trees also, mostly apricot and apple va- 
rieties. The people here seem* to speak the 
Thibetan language; most certainly* th^ dialect 
resembles the peculiar one used in LadUk. They 
are much better-looking as a race, and are good- 
humoured. I will not yet vouch for their honesty, 
tni I have tried it thoroughly. 

Y&ks aijd zhos st^l prevail. I have been tryin^g 
to purchase some beasts of burthen ; but mules 
appear unknown*; ponies scarce and dear, and 
“ bomboos” (donkeys) no one appears willing to 
sell. J am told that the price current of the 
latter is from twelve to sixteen rupees, wliich is 
treble the value of those animals in the plains 
^of Hindostan, and yet even at this high rate, 
no one hitherto has agreed to sell the few I 
require. 

So far, I observe that the houses in Buschr arc 
constructed generallyof stonS and mud, flat-roofed, 
and one storied. 1 am writing in a temple, the 
walls glaringly painted with hideous images, and 
the altar adorned witl\ painted gods, of sorts and 
sizes. The building is about twelve feet square, 
four pULars forming a second square in the centre, 
and about fifteen feet high. There are fiags on 
the altar and pillars — paihted gods fiaring in red 

VOL. m. B 
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antf yellow, stamped on tile cloth — and sundry 
holy books are placed on ihe altar. 

SOONGISTJM. (District of Busehr.) Over 
Hdngruno Pass, 14,837 Feet m elevation 
above the level of the sea. 

Distance^ nine and a half miles. 

. 31s# Attgusty 1851. Sunday . — wag detained 
so long at Hdngo for the last six Coolies requisite, 
that the sun set long before I reached half-way. 
The first four"miles is a steep ascent to the summit 
of the Hungrung Pass, the elevation of. which 
above the level of the sea, is estimated at fourteen 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven feet. 
The road to the summit is broad and good, though 
very steep. A pile of Llamaic stones) adorned by 
flags and horns, marks the crest of the Pass. 

The mountain is of limestone formation, and is 
, broken by the action of the, weather into a gra- 
velly surface, thickly covered in places with furze, 
jimipor, p,nd coarse short grass, which afford pas- 
turage for cattle. 

There is a little snow on a hill to the left of 
the Pass, about fifty feet above. The view from 
the summit is rather confined: — on each side, 
one very snowy mounWn is visible, and to the 
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Nortli, I ol)served a'l^Jaek pyramidal peak. A 
little above the summit of the Pass to the left 
hand, I saw a flock of ten or twelve wild sheep, 
called by the natives “Meerig,” or some such 
vague attempt at a name. It was a little past sun- 
set, and though they were not fGfty yards off, I 
could not see them dearly enough to describe them 
faithfidly. I am safe, however, <m saying that the 
colour of .the animal is light, something of a 
squirrel-hue. I have five skins of this wild sheep, 
and the fiir is soft as the marmot’s, but the hairs 
are shorter. 

The descent of Ilungrung Pass is very steep and 
bad. The path goes down to the bed of a rivulet 
which is crossed and re-crossed repeatedly, and an 
pscent leads to this village. Night fell almost 
immediately after I had passed the first part of the 
descent, and beyond the badness of the pathway, 
I cannot safely vouqIi for anything. • Long before 
reaching this village; I couTd see tho dark shade 
of trees, the outline distinct against the starry sky. 
There was a very juvenile moon, but oven this faint 
light soon sunk to sloQp. I was much exhausted 
when I arrived here, as I had to walk a great part 
of the descent, and the sharp stones cut open my 
slight boots, severely wounding my feet. Once when 
I was riding, the pony stumbled against a rock, but 

E 2 



80 


ABYENTUBES OF A LADT. 


I still kept my seat, thougli he went over on his 
side. 1 was not at all hurt. 

Soongnum is a large village, — plenty of trees : 
vineyards arid apricots abound, and Llamas are in- 
nijpierable. The village is situated on the left hank 
of the Durbim^, a considerable stream, spanned 
by a smiga in the commencement of to-morrow’s 
march. The houses appear almost entirely made 
of wood, and are very numerous, built close to 
one another on the slope of the hill. There is a 
house hero which is reserved for the accommoda- 
tion of strangers, and saves the trouble of pitching 
tents. To the right of the road to Simla,. a path 
loads to S’piti, through a rather -diflGlcult pass. 

The elevation of Soongnum is 9,691 feet above 
the level of the sea, by thermometrical observa- 
tions.* 


KANUM. (pisTRicT OF Busehb.) Over the 
Eoonuno Pass, 14-,608 EsEi above ihb level 
OP the sea. 

Distance, about eleven mUes. 

1st September, 1851. Mondap . — Arrived hero 
late last night, wearied beyond measure. I had a 
very bad zho to ride, and this animal infinitely 
preferred going over the khud during the descent, 
• Water boils hero at 197® F&hrenheit. 



KANT7M. 


81 


to keeping to the pathway like most civilized 
steedSi Tke consequence was, that after running 
many hair-breadth escapes, I was* forced to walk 
when it became dark, till weariness compelled me 
to seek a porter,* The latter part of the march 
was very rugged, while the ascent, (thqpgh steep,) 
was excellent — ^a good broad road the whole way. 
A pile of stones, with the ordin?jiy accompaniment 
of flags, l^oms, an^ pieces of cloth stamped with 
religious sentences, marked the crest of the Pass. 
When we reached that spot, a fine range of snow- 
clad Heights burst on the view. * The hills were 
principally of clay-slate formation, and less 
bare. Creeping juniper is found on the Pass, 
and trees ai’c more frequent. Near the summit, 

on the descending face of the Eoonimg Pass, 

• • • ^ 

there are throe paths. The first, which branches 
off mostly to the left, is the direct route to Kanum, 
a rather rugged pngdundie^ or footpath. The 
second, or middle* rqad, is the one? we took; — steep 
and bad enough in all conscience, besides being 
somewhat of a detour. The third route was 

♦ Who carried me on his back ! •! have been reduced to 

this mode of conveyance for many long miles in the H imalayas, 
where riding and the dhoolic were both impracticable^ Con- 
sidering the hydrophobia with which these mountaineers are 
afflicted, the horrors of the alternative can be imagined ! 
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the most to the right, and led direct to Leepee, the 
march beyond this. There is no village on the 
road, and thefore the wretched Coolies bring 
unwary travellers to Lnbfung or Kannm, merely 
to suit their own convenience, the direct road to 
Leepee bei^g also the continuation of the regular 
“made ” route through Buschr. The way I was 
taken passes beloiy Lubrung, the path steep and 
bad, repeatedly crossing the rivulet called Zoong. 

This is a very large village, the fields of culti- 
vation stretching over an extensive portion of the 
slope of a liill. The elevation of Kanum is 9,060 
foot above tho level of the sea, by thermomptrical 
observations. Water boils here at 198® Fahrenheit. 
Lubrung is perched right opposite, the Zoong 
flowing between. Tho Sutluj is quite close to 
K&num, and visible from my camp. There are a 
great many trees about this village — firs, willows, 
pophu*s, and numerous jEruit-trecs and vines, laden 
principally with unripe fiuit. ‘ Apples, apricots, 

‘ and pears are nearly fit for eating, but very in- 
ferior to the fruit in Kashmir. The head-man, 
(called in* Busehr “ the Mookeea,”) brought me* ^ 
diUly of apples, and at Soongnum, a similar func- 
tionary gave me a large quantity of excellent 
raisins. Grapes were not ripe, either there or at 
Leo. 
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After leaving Soongnum, tlic road led to tlic 
bed of the Durbung Stream. Wo crossed by a 
rude sanga, and immediately after |liat, the ascent 
began, from first to last very steep. .At a mile, 
we passed the village of Tabling, a small wood- 
built hamlet ; there I saw one pf my Ghodiits. 
Poor wearied animal, he was totally unable to 
proceed I I occasionally wonder if the organ of 
acquisitiveness be equally developed in the people 
of Busehr, S’piti, aud Bddpshoo, and if I shall 
ever be fortunate* enough to see my ponies again. 
The Firs were very numerous about and Jibove 
Tabling, and the sight of my old friends xdunged 
me into a sentimental mood. Ilowevcr absurd it 
may seem, I have a positive and doting fondness 
for this dear tree. A strange feeling of pain and 
pleasure, curiously mingled’ passes across my heart, 
and I never see any one of the genus “ Fir,” with- 
out that peculiar sentiment, expressively termed 
by the French, ^ resserrement do “cceur,” — ^iilas ! 
why does “ happiness thus glide away?” Beai;* 
tree, “ I love thee not wisely, but too well !” 
though it sounds odd to say this in gratb earnest- 
ness, as I really do. * Not that I am given to the 
sentimental mood, but there are times when 
thoughts cannot bo chained, and memory wings 
her flight to that past, which is gone and can never 
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return. How can I help being sad when I recall 
happier days, and feci 

** The mortal coldness of the soul, 

, Like death itself come down ; 

It cannot feel for others’ woes, 

It dare not dream its own ; 

* A heavy chill has frozen o’er 
The fountain of my tears, 

And though the eye may sparkle still, 

’Tis where the tee appears.” 

« r 

Ah ! I have had sufferings enough to make me 
sadder than I often am, hut— 

The tree will wither long before it fall; 

The hull drives on, though mast and sail be tom j 
Tlic roof-tree sinks, but moulders on the hall 
In massy boariness ; the ruin’d wall 
Stands when its wind-worn battlements arc gone ; 

The bars survive the co^>tive they cntlmJ ; 

Tin' day drags through though stonns keep out the sun ; 
And thus the heart will break, yet brokenly live on : 

Even as a broken mirror, wdiich the glass 
In every fragment multiplies; andt makes 
A thousand images of one that t/as. 

The same, and still the more, the more it breaks ; 

And thus the heart will do whicli not forsakes. 

Living in shatter’d guise, and still, and cold, 

And bloodless, with its sleeple'ss sorrow aches. 

Yet withers on till idl without is old, 

Slwwing 710 visible sign^ for such things are untold.” 

Those who know what sorrow is, will feel how 
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true are these lines, and that yet it is possible to 
conquer one’s-solf so far as to brood but seldom 
over lost happindss, or past taials. • 

** Have I not had to wrestle with my lot ? * 

Have I not suffered things to bo forgiven ? 

Have I not had my brain sear’d, my heart riven, 

Hopes sapp’d, name blighted, Lifers life liei away f 
And only not to desperation driven, 

Because not altogether of such clay 

As rot^ into the so^pls of those ’whom I survey. 

From mighty wrongs to petty perfidy 

Have I not scen^what human things could do? 

From the loud roar of foaming caluipny 
To the small whisper of the as paltiy lew, 

Aijd subtler venom of the reptile crew, 

The Janus glance of whose significant eye, 

Learning to lie with silenccj would seem true, 

And without utterance, save the shrug or sigh, 

Deal round to happy fools its* spcechleais obloquy. 

But I have lived, and have not lived in vain : 

Hy mind may lose its force, my blood its fire. 

And my frame perish even in conquering pain ; 

But there is that wijhin me which llhall tire 
Torture and time, and breathe when I expire.” 

Thus is it that I can laugh now, whertj once 1 
Would have “ wept tears of blood,” afltl it is but 
seldom that the darlc shadows of bitter memories 
cloud my heart. When happier hours are recalled, 
something trifling iu itself rouses the phantoms of 
the past, and then, though “ I am not of the plain- 

E 3 
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tive mood,’’ yet, very occasionally, “I feel an 
ebb in my philosopliy, and the tide rising in my 
altered. eye.” Dim suit Mni^ this is soon dispelled, 
and even when totally alone, the transition from 
the deepest melancholy, and most hopeless de- 
spondency,, to the most reckless or childish mirth, 
is as rapid as it may apx)»Hir nnnattiral. As mere 
nothings suddenly touch some chord in the heart, 
and bring on a long train of memories, — sad, 
whether those memories be bright or dark, for 
past hsippiness is as painful to dwell upon, as past 
soiTow, nay, to mo, fur more so ; — as mere trifles 
in themselves thus recall past scenes,# so do mere 
nothings, more trifles, equally banish those 
phantoms of the past. 

** And slight with/d may bt> the things which bring 
Hack on the heart the weight which it would fling 
Aside for ever ; it may be a sound — 

A tone of music — summer’s eve — or spring — 

A flower — the wind — the, ocean — whi6h shall wound, 
Striking the electric chain wherewifh we are darkly bound ; 
And how and why we know not, nor can trace 
Home to its cloud this lightning of the mind, 

But feel the shock renew’d, nor can eftace 
The blight and blackcaing wliich it leaves behind, 

Which out of things familiar^ undesigrid^ 

Whe^ least we deem of such^ calls up to view 
The spectres whom no exorcism can bind. 

The cold — the chang’d — ^perchance the dead — ^anew. 
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The mourn’d, the lov’d, the lost — too many ! — yot how- 
few !” 

Ani tliis strange “ lightniijg of the mind” can 
replace dark and gloomy thoughts,^ by brighter 
hopes and anticipations. The sanguine live on 
“ hope^"* and though it may, ^ likj3 tho Ignis 
Fatuus, lead on dcludingly, — ^what wcfuld life ho 
without its light, when no positive and tangihlo 
happiness gilds one’s lot? IVfmiy pass througli 
their carobr in this world in a stupid samcmess, 
knowing no extremes of bliss or woe ; the petty 
concerns of life form their only cftre ; tlioir minds 
too narrow, and their objcicts too confined, to Iiave 
highef or •Wilder thoughts. And yet they are 
happy enough, iii tlleir own stupid, plodding way. 
Such a life would fret mo to madness ! for though 
• what is vulgarly called solitude, is never weari- 
some to me, I am fond of dangct and the excite- 
ment of travel. “Quiet to quick bosoms is a 
hell.” And this, perchanco,^has “buen my banc 
there is a fire — 

And motion of the soul which will not dwell 
In its own narrow being, but aspire 
Beyond the ordinary iftedium of desire ; 

And, but once kindled, quenchless evermore, 

Preys upon high adventure, nor can tire 
Of aught but re%t ; a fever at the core. 

Fatal to him who bears, to*all who ever bore/^ 
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LEEPEE. (District op Busehr.)’ 

Distuncej seven and a half miles. 

Same day The Kirmanimg Ghat is ascended 

in this march, and the summit is called half-way. 
The path is steep and stony in parts, but I rode 
the whole distance on a Kanum Ghoont. The 
way was wooded with Pines, and as these beau- 
tiful trees cover all the hills in the vieinity, the 
buniing sun was less overpoweAngly felt. How 
pleasing a differOueo from the barren and treeless 
deserts of Thibet ! A little before Reaching this 
village, we came into the “^aade” road, which 
goes straight from Soongnum to Leepee. It did 
not seem a very brilliant one, from the specimen 
I had of it. 

Leepee is a village of considerable size, situated 
on the left bank of a large stream, called the 
Teetee. A saifga (wooden,^bfidge) spans this 
body of water, at the commencement of to-mor- 
row’s march. The houses are all made of wood. 
Cultivation is extensive, and the trees numerous. 
Several varieties of fir, willows, poplars, &c. form 
the principal timber of the district, and a good 
man^ fruit-trees are also foimd. Vineyards are 
numerous, but the grftpes are still unripe. I 
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also observe numbed of walnut trees, heavily 
laden, with half-ripe nuts, — ^very fine specimens. 
There is a house here for travellers, which is far 
better than a small tent, being cooler by many de- 
grees. The people of this place are very civil ; but 
no Coolies are ready, and I cannot ’go on to Iho 
next march, as I liad hoped to do. 

The mountains in this neighbourhood are of 
clay-slat^, gneiss,^ granite and mica slate. The 
botto||g of the dell in whicli Leepcc is situated, is 
8,700 feet i" elcvulioii above the sea-level. 

PTJNGIIKM. (Distiuct of Buseiir.) Over the 
OORUXG OR WeRANG PaSS, 13,000 FEET IN 
ELEVATION ABOVE THE SEA. 

Distance^ thirteen miles, 

2nd September^ 1861. Tuesduy . — ^After leaving 
Leepee, the road ascended^the Oorung or Wcrang 
Pass, by a steep, but good path a groat part of 
the way deliciously wooded. I should say that 
the elevation of this Ghat or Pass mlist be moni 
than thirteen thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. The crest is some distance above the forest 
line, and pencil-cedars are foimd in the vicinity, 
but firs continue the •prevailing timber. The 
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descent is steep, and in pfirts rocky and bad. 
This village is attained by several descents, 
intermingled wth a few short ascents here 
and there, very prettily wooded. A torrent, 
forming a scries of cascades, is crossed by a 
wooden bridge, •between Gimgara and Pun- 
ghcc; it is called the K^shang. The former 
is a village some ^distance below the road, and 
the Coolies were waiting by^ the wayside, to 
change, according to the disagreeable custo^ pre- 
valent in Busehr, at cvciy availhble spot. This 
peculiarity causes great delay to those who are 
unwilling to halt at or near every village, how- 
ever short the march. 

This village is like the rest I have stopped at 
in Busehr, a motley assemblage of wooden houses, 
crowded togetlier, plenty of trees, and a few 
fields of cidtivation; very little level ground. 
Vineyards and walnut trees abound. The grapes 
are nearly ripe here, if I am, to* judge fix)m the 
dally presented by the Mookcea of the village 
on my arrival. 

I observed quantities of micaceous rock through- 
out this march, and I picked up numerous pieces 
of mica on the path. I also noticed ore of various 
sorts, •glittering in the fragments of rock by 
the wayside. I feel the heat most oppressive 
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after the cold climates I have so long wandered 
in. 

I am told that Eanawr is only* another name 
for Busehr, and is not confined to any particular 
part of the district.* Llamaism still prevails. 
The men wear their hair differently jn Busehr 
firom Thibet, as, instead of the long side-locks of 
Bultist&n, or the pigtails of Roppshoo and S’piti, 
they cut jtheir hajf short. They are a much 
better J.ooking race altogether, and the young 
women are mostly pretty, or at least nice looking. 
They have classical features, and many boast of 
that ^eat beauty, the short upper lip. They 
seem a merry, good-tempered people. The ma- 
jority of the men understand the language of the 
Plains, but very few of the faii’er sex either speak 
or understand any tongue but the dialect peculiar 
to Busehr. It seems no longer to resemble the 
varieties of Thibetan, as I observed that it did in 
the upper parts of .the ccfuntiyf. I could see 
Cheenee, (the Governor-General’s place of resi- 
dence last year, and the march succeeding this,) 
almost immediately after descending tte Oorung 

Ghat. 

* It is certainly confined to the Upper Section of Byschr, 
as I found out subsequently, on arrival at llampore, the 
Capital of Susehr. 



92 


ADVENTUEES OF A LADY. 


Punghce is 9,200 feet above the level of the 
sea, and 2,500 feet above the Sutluj at this part 
of its course. 


CnEENEE. (District of Busehr.) 

DtstaneCj eight milea. 

Zrd September^ 1851. Wednesday . — This inarch 
consists of a descent, and the rest a tolerably level 
road — sometimes good, sometimes bad ; neaily the 
whole way i)rettily wooded with firs. There is 
an eccentric Fort close by, made, as is usual in 
Busclir, of alternate layers of wood and stone, high 
and narrow, the four sides of equal breadth. The 
Govemor-Gciienil’s liu’gc house stands here, and a 
few tents (occupied by “ Cockneys ” I suppose)* 
vary the scone. There is a good deal of forest, 
principally of firs, all about Checncc, and a great 
many vineyards, and jsralnut trees. 

Tlie gi’ai)cs of Kanawr arc 'dcser\"edly famed for 
size and flavour. They are largely exported, and 
are sent Ic the Plains as well as Simla. The bbst 
way of cariying them is in' small baskets, placing 
the fruit in layers singly, between layers of cotton. 
In this way they travel great distances safe and 
uninjured, but they aro^also taken in kUtas, (hill- 
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baskets,) placed in bunbhes, and the tops of those 
long b^kets merely covered, as a protection from 
sun or rain. Of course one*third ^re ruined be- 
fore they thus reach even Simla. The Sutluj is 
some two miles below this, and very plainly visible. 
The breadth of the channel averages thirty ol 
forty yards, and is confrned generally t>y neai’ly 
precipitous banks, above which rise wooded or 
cultivated slopes, and several small villages are 
dotted over the neighbouring mountains. The 
Malgoon, a rapid torrent, is crossed in tliis march ; 
— it passes on to the Sutluj. 

As I am going to the Borenda Pass, Checnee is 
some four miles out of my way ; I have come hero 
to make my horses over in charge to the Vakeel of 
the Buselir Bajah, as they arc unable to proceed at 
'present, and moreover the* 'route Pam going is 
totally impracticable for ponies or horses. 

The road to Simla fium Kampore, is 'by this 
village. The maitjhes are—. 


Prom Cheenee to 


1. Bogee 

8 miles. 

2. Meeroo 

®l* >1 

3. Cheergaon, also called 


Tholong . 

5 „ 

4. Nachar 

n » 

5. Turanda 

8 » 
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6. Surahn 

. 13 mill 

7. Gourakotee 


8. Rampore . 

8 „ 

9. N^ 

. 12 „ 

10. Kotgurh 

. 8| » 

11. Nagkanda 

. 104 „ 

12. Matteana 

. 13 „ 

13. Fagoo 

. 15 „ 

14. Simla ' . 

• 14 „ 


There are halting places between Mutteana and 
F&goo, and Fagoo and Simla. Theog is half-way 
between the two former, and Muliasoo about eight 
miles from Fagoo. Indifferent road as far as 
Rampore ; — thence to Simla, excellent made road. 
D^k-Bungalows, (minus servants,) from Kotgurh 
to Muhasoo. 

Checnee is 10,200 'feet above the level of the* 
sea. The Sutluj is 400 feet below. The sur- 
roimding rocks are of granite and gneiss. 



NEAR THE TILLAGE OF POOAREE. 

(Distbicis* OF Busehb.) By the left baek'of 
THE RiVEE *SxJTLUJ. 

Distance^ three miles, 

4^A September j 1851., Thursday. The patch 
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from Cheenee to this edcamping ground, (a small 
level spot, a little above the left bank of the 
Sutluj,) is a steep descent, the jroad a mere 
footpath. We passed several vineyards, and 
two small hamlets. It was night, for I did not 
start till late, hut the pine- torches, lighted us on 
our way, eclipsing the faint radiance of the young 
moon. A “ Cheeka,” or bridge of ropes, spans 
the Sutlujj immediately below this spot. This 
bridge is on the same principle as the one at 
Nasshun, between* Bunhal and Jummoo, which I 
described in a former part of this <101111101, except 
that it is slighter, the ropes being fewer. Those 
which waft the traveller across, consist solely of 
two yak-hair ropes, and a feeling of insecurity 
stole unpleasantly over me, as I looked on the 
slight protection between ’ me add the wild 
river below, a certain grave to all who might fall 
into it. The people tried to persuade mcr not to 
tempt fate at thd Iqte hour I arrived, but I re- 
solved to go across, ^ark and horrible though the 
passage appeared in the blackness of night. There 
was no moon, and torches could not be taken across. 

I was bound by ropes, and pulled very rapidly 
over to the left bank. I felt very little ner- 
vousness after all, and the passage was rapidly 
effected. I infinitely prefer this kind of mountain- 
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bridge to the Zampa, or twig-construction. Across 
the latter it is utterly impossible to take, ponies, 
but, (as I mentioned at Nassbun,) I saw one 
dragged am>ss the Chundra-Bhaga, over a Cheeka 
bridge, well bound by ropes. As the road I am 
now about *to follow is impassable for horses, there 
are no preparations for the transit of such bulky 
animals at this (Iheeka over the Sutluj. 

The village of Poodrce is one or twp miles out 
of the way, some distance above this spot, and not 
in sight. I saw it as I was riding fromPunghee to 
Cheeneo. It seems a village of some size, and 
belongs totheWuzeer Monsookh-Dass, the Prime 
Minister of the Bajah of Buschr. There are 
numerous vineyards on the opposite bank of the 
Sutluj. I sent my servant over tliis morning 
with two kil'tas, (or hill-baskets of goodly size,) 
to have have them filled with grapes. lie effected 
the purchase of that quantity for one Rupee! 
The grapes are purple or yellow, fine large spe- 
cimens, of excellent flavour, and quite ripe. 
The Mookeca of Poo4ree is a disagreeable, dis- 
obliging’ ‘ man, and I have great difficulty in 
getting away. The heat is very oppressive in a 
small tent, as the sun is blazing, not a cloud ob- 
scuxing its painful splendour. The greater part 
of Busehr is not subject to the periodical rains. 
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and a heavy shower is d rare visitant in the upper 
sections of the district. 

On arrival in my camp last nighty I ordered 
my Dhobio to do some work for me before he 
went to sleep, and to my astonishment, ho coolly 
declined obedience. Unaccustomod t© such mu- 
tinous conduct, I desired the recreant to bo dis- 
missed my service on the spot, and my Sirdar 
was directed to see the delinquent across tho 
foaming Sutluj. In vain the man wept and 
prayed, — in vain Im deprecated the extreme step 
of so sudden a “ rookhsut,” * as. ho wcepingly 
pointed to the cataract ho was to cross in tho deep 
blaclcncSs of the midnight hour. His pusillanimity 
and womanly tears only excited my derision ; and 
as I had but recently trusted my equally valuable 
life to tho tender mercies of* the frail suspension- 
bridge of yak-hair ropes, I could find no sym- 
pathy for this great he-thing, sobbing and scream- 
ing like an overgrewm^ baby he vwas, therefore, 
vi et atmiSy put into tho halter of ropes, and 
launched across the wild vortex. I stood on the 
b artk of the river, laughing at his abject telror, but 
when this amusement *was over, I continued to 
gaze on the surging waters, rushing so madly on. 

** Lo ! where it comes like an Eternity, 

As if to sweep down all things in its track 

* Dismissal. 
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Charming the eye with dreaA, — a matchless cataract, 
Horribly beautiful! — ” ‘ 

I gazed on the turmoil of waters, and as 1 
sadly thought on the Past, and the dim uncertain 
Future, I forgot the very existence of my offend- 
ing retainer. And what time or place so fitted 
for such reveries, as the hour and scene I uncon- 
sciously chose, — »thc dark and gloomy night adding 
to the charms of savage scenery. 

“ 'Tia night, when meditation bids ijs feel 
We once have lov’d, though love ia at on end ; 

The heart, lone mourner of its baffled zeal. 

Though Mcndloss now, will dream it had a Mend.” 

Extreme fatigue at last roused me from my sad 
contemplations, and I retraced my steps slowly to 
my solitary camp, fooling how mournfully true 
are those warning words of Manfred, — 

“.There ore shades which will not vanish. 

There are thoughts we canno^ banish.” 

This morning while I was indolently strolling 
in front of my little encampment, I spied my late 
slave, the Ex-Dhobic, on the opposite bank of the 
Sutluj, extended on a rock, in a piteous state of 
despair. Putting some money and a brandi of 
luscious grapes into a bag, I fastened it to the 
halter used for passengers. 
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My present was pulled across with the rapidity 
of lightning, and given by the opposite ferry- 
men to my miserable attendant. I also called out 
out to him as loud as I could in the hopes of being 
heard above the “din of waters,” tho favoritq 
salutation of the Hindoos, — “ Eain-Eam-Jeo,” — 
and my facetious politeness touched him to tears ! 
But looking upon the male-Niobev as a numuk-lm- 
ram^ an ungrateful sei;vant to an indulgent mistress, 
I have not taken him back into my service, there- 
by producing a salutary discipline in tho small 
remainder of my once numerous retinue, which 
effect Ijhope will last till I reach tho terminus of 
my wanderings. There is no chance of tho man 
coming to any harm, as tho vUlago of Cheenoe is 
go close, and there are plenty of his teibo there at 
present. 

It is a great mistake pitching a Camp so far from 
any village ; — ^wc have had the greatest trouble 
in getting anything we want, even in the shape 
of supplies. Though tho sun has long since risen, 
not a Coolie has condescended as yet to make 
his appearance. I am^ so anxious to reach my 
journey’s end, having been a long time now without 
intelligence from those dear to mo, that I shall 
hurry on, leaving all my baggage behind, should 
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that in the end prove my sole mode or hope of 
jnrogression. 

Pooaree is !r,033 feet above the level of the sea. 
The thermometer boils at 202“ of Fahrenheit. 


EALHA. (District of Busehr.) 

Distance, about six miles. 

6#A September^ 1851. Friday . — ^Most shocking 
road, rocky and rugged beyond measure, running 
along the loft bank of the Sutluj, — ^frequently dan- 
gerous and precipitous. Even the Dandy, an 
affair carried by two men at a time, and consisting 
merely of a Durry* slimg on a pole, — even this 
conveyance was soon out of the question, and the 
last three miles I was carried by three or four 
men alternately. Ait Sprung, a small village of 
many orchards, I found all my baggage lying 
about, the Coolies flown, and two goats and 
three fowls reported stolen. . I' only got on hero 
by dint of a great deal of positiveness and resolu- 
tion ; but I was forced to leave behind the majo- 
rity of my baggage, the tiny village only pro- 
di^^IBng five-and-twenty men, ten of whom were 
reserved for the Dandy. 

* A sort of drugget or carpet. 
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I reached this place* at ten o’clock, p.m., and 
was not sorry to find dinner ready. , I see no atiI- 
lage hero, merely a great many vineyards of 
very excellent grapes, and one or two paltry huts. 
We have had a little rain this ny)mkig, and the 
skies are still clouded. The entire m^ch was 
well wooded, and the trees were very fine speci- 
mens of fir and walnut. The flora of these hills 
now assinfilates to* that on the slopes of the 
higher mountains* and Passes of Budrawar and 
Kishtawar. Balsam begins to bo the predominant 
flower hero, as there ; the underwood, too, is 
very dense, another point of resemblance. The 
Sutluj is very rapid, and the mountains rising 
above the opposite bank are generally precipitous 
and perpendicular ; the avdl'ago brdiadth of th(5 
bod continues the same. We crossed two consider- 
able streams, which flow into the Sutluj,*in to- 
day’s march. 


BICOANG. (District op Busehe.) Nbar the 

FOOT OF THE BROiyHG OR BOEENDA PaSS. 
Distance^ four or five miles. 

6th SeptembeTy 1851. Saturday . — arrived 
here yesterday afternoon. • The Coolies at B^lha 
tried to make me halt,- and even unconditionally 
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declined to move ; so I called to my servants, and 
walked off p^osophically, knowing that they 
would not to choose but to follow me. I was 
right in my conjecture, tkough I had to walk tke 
•^hole way, thj road was so horribly bad. The 
route-book says of the march from Poo&reo to 
Bro^g, “No great ascent or descent in this 
stage,” &c. What a deceiver — ^what a shocking 
romancer! There is nothirfg but “hscent and 
descent,” and very steep too ;-^not a consecutive 
five hundred yards of anything like level in the 
entire march. The path often lies along tho 
naked face of the rock, at a cruel angle, abruptly 
terminating in a precipice overhanging the river, 
or in the river itself. For the last two nules, the 
road forsakes tho bank of the Sutluj, and turning 
to tho left, descends to tho bed of the Bupsa, a 
rapid and unfordable stream of considerable size, 
which foils inte the Butluj. ^ When we crossed the 
sanga which spans this river, we followed the left 
bank, and a long and steep ascent, refre shing ly 
wooded^ led to this Satanic village. And I Ifeve 
Ay reason to call it names : — ^no wood, no Coo- 
lies, “no nothing!” No one knows where the 
Hbokeca is, and I feel as if it will prove a sort of 
“ Bussmim Fort ” prison to me. At the bridge 
over the Bupsa, there are two roads. Some of my 
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people lost their way at that spot, and have only 
•nst arrived in camp. So let me advertise, for the 
benefit of all guideless travellers, that the right 
and best x>a'th leads back to the Sutlu}, and along 
its left bank to a village, one march from Nachar, 
or four days* easy journeying from Raan^re. 

This is a small village, in sight of the Pass I am 
going to cross, (sometime before Christmas I trust,) 
and there are three or four other villages near, so 
there ought to bo no -excuse for Coolies. The 
Boopin Pass is to the north-west, and reported an 
easy one, — at present free from snow, or at all events 
nearly so. A traveller going from this place over 
the Rodpin Pass, would go to Sungla,— a village 
some four or five coss distant, — but the direct road 
from Cheenee to the Eoopin Pass is by Meybur. 
This route joins the one I am* going, 5.t the village 
of Janleg, twenty-three and a half miles distant 
from Brodng. There is another road from the 
Boopin Pass, which ^oes no^ join 4his one till the 
village of Booroo is attained, twenty-five miles 
beyond Janleg. From Booroo there are tlircc 
roads ; first to Bampore, second to Nagkunda, 
(between Kotgurh ancf Simla,) third to Simla, 
Kotkai and Fagoo. No vineyards in Broang. 

8fA September^ 1851. Monday . — Still here, 

alas, my evil fete ! The village is gone mad 

voi.. III. 
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after some festival the lasft three days, and the 
idiotical inhabitants do nothing but carry about 
in procession, icillas of unleavened bread, headed 
by a hideous god of theirs carried by a priest. 
And this procession is accomi>anicd by the un- 
earthly mufdc of discordant instruTnonts, deimving 
mo of my sevontcon senses all at once, the mise- 
rablo thieves ! ]|*made every preparation to start 
this afternoon, ■without a single Coolie, or even 
guide, so desperate I felt. I took my servants 
meixily, and three goats lightly ladcm with some 
blankets and ff few clothes, leaving my valuable 
baggage all behind. And yet I knew that a 
Pass of peculiar dihie-ulty lay before me, and 
some four-and-twenty miles of Oojar ! Iii tact, 
nothing but a soh'mu assurance that I should 
get tw('lvo Coolies to-morrow morning, prciveuted 
my actually starting off almost unattended, not 
an houV ago. I moan to go, however, to-morrow 
morning, leaving all *1110 baggage, for which I can- 
not g('t porters by that tinu^, to reach Itainporo as 
it best maj’', though 1 have no doubt I shall lose 
one lialtV 

The hgart hero is really trying to people coming 
from the icy climates of the North. I expire 
dulling the day, and at night moscpiitoos and 
sand-flies devour me.*' But my curtains have 
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arrived, and I hope tt) sleep undisturbed to-night 
at least. The hills around arc covered with trees 
and thick underwood. I observe, some very fine 
horse-chesnuts. 

Oh, yo i)eoplo of eircumscrihed patience or 
choleric tcmpci*aments ! do not come'to Broang, as 
ye value yt)ur peace of mind. 

There is a temple (as I kngw to my sorrow) 
close to the small oucampiiig ground hero. It is 
built witii a Chinese roof, and body of Avood and 
stone, in regular* layers. All the houses are prin- 
cipally consti'uctcHl of Avood. And tliougli Avood 
is so plentiful, these children of Satan Avill not 
bring *a load for my kitchen, hut go dancing and 
hoAvding after their insensate Deity. 


KILVAII. (District or JiusEiiii.) 

Distance^ about five milea. 

m 

loth September^ 1851. Wednes^ap . — Here am I, 
journeying to liampore, having for once in my 
life giving up a plan of march I had deteiTnincd 
fixedly upon. And this is how it came to pass. 
Yesterday, about tAVO o’clock in the afternoon, 
nine Coolies were given to mo : — with this woful 
number I prepared, late as it was, to start for the 
formidahlc Pass of BorCnda ; “ formidable,” ac- 

F 2 
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cording to native report, at dny rate. I could not 
take half the things I look upon as absolute neces- 
saries, and anything like a conveyance was out 
of the question. I thought with despair of 
the reputed height (between fifteen and sixteen 
thousand feet above the sea) of the Pass I was 
to climb myself, and of the painftil difficulty of 
breathing I expedience at all great elevations. 
ITowovcr, T was determined to go, though, as my 
untoward destiny would have it, I was very ill all 
day. I sat on the steps of the temple, waiting 
for a guide: — the sun was very hot, and I was 
not sorry for the delay. My servants and the 
nine Coolies had started. Just as I was ntoving, 
(having hrihcel a man to he my cicerone,) I re- 
ceived iiitelligpnco that half the porters had left 
th<nr loads on the roail, and decamped. I was in 
despair, and rccall(?d the few remaming at their 
post, giving orders for a march to Eamiwre direct. 
Even for this I was obliged to "V^ait till this mom- 
ing, and the Satanic men and women of Broang 
only brought the luggage two miles, then and 
there leaving it to its fate. 

The road follows the Ralha route as far as the 
sanga over the Bupsa afore-mentioned, and then 
turns to the Sutluj, following the left bank of 
that river the rest of the way. The path is very 
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bad, rocky, and heathenish to the last degree; 
even ja Dandy is out ol the question. I walked 
almost the whole way, and 1‘cel very tired. The 
heat was great, and the sliaiq), burning stones 
have wounded my feet ; so I consider myself 
very much a victim. There is no one to pity me, 
therefore I do not see why I should not compas- 
sionate my own sufferings most Jieiufily^as in fact, 
believe me, I do ! 

I hear that eight loads of mine arc lying at 
Balha still, and* there being no village at that 
vine-growing spot, I have no hoi>os of setung my 
baggage, imloss lilthy lucre can indue(^ the Moo- 
keea of this jdace to send his own CooUt's for it. 
The Broang-ites have coolly ajjpropriated iny timt- 
polos. Everything else has come up except 
one fine milch-goat, the third stolen ’since I crossed 
the Sutluj, not a week ago. 

There are a great many vineyards here, and 
the hills are thickly, wooded, principally with firs. 
I observed many pretty wild-flowers as 1 slowly 
walked along ; but the fate of my principal tlowcr- 
press, drowned near Tatung by the'Kodpshoo 
Coolies, quite disheartened me from a once fa- 
voTuite pursuit, and I did not gather a single 
specimen. Holly aboimds all over these * 10118 , 
and some of the trees aref very large. The under- 
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■wood is generally luxuriant, and •vpater abundant. 
There is no village between llroang and Kjlvahj 
only a few scanty fields and one hut passed on 
the way. 

JANEE. (Distrust of Buseur.) 
t£)istanc€j six or eight miles. 

1 1 th September^ 1851. Thursdag . — Most horrible 
road and the heat very great. Though I had the 
Dandy with int', I was forced to walk two-thirds of 
the march, and my feet are blistered, and my knees 
ache from the sti'cpness of the way. The path 
generally ktieps to the left baidc of the Sutliij, and 
is often vmy dangerous. The least carelessness, 
the slightest iuadveidence, and the hapless tra- 
veller would solve, in one moment, the great 
enigma of that unknown world beyond the grave. 
No human poww could save lUm fi’om finding 
a wat('ry tomb in the foaming river below. Four 
or five inches alone were often all that intervened 
between {lie perpendicidar hill to the left, and 
the pre(!i}»itous bank whitli rose above the torrent 
that swept madly and unheedingly on. How 
regardless were the wild waters of the pigmy 
mortals risking a grave iu their stormy embrace! 
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The Sutluj is very violent tlu’ouglioiit this miirch, 
and th.e bed — blocked np by huge rocks — ^is white 
with countless breakers. Tn several places the 
channel is much confined by perpendicular bold 
rocks, and the restrained fiood dashes doAVUwanl 
with double vehemence, as if chafing»at and defy- 
ing all control. 

How profound 

The gulph ! and how the giant cleinAit 

From r#(.‘k to rock leaps with delirious hound ; 

Crushing the cliffs, which downward worn and rent 
With his fierce foofste])s, yield in ehasius a fearful vent, 

To the hroad eoluinn which rolls on, aud shows 
More like the fountain of an infant sea, 

Torn/roni the wornh of mountains by the 1hnw‘s 
Of a new world, than only thus to he 
Parent of rivers which flow gushingly 
With many windings through the vale.” 

The latter two miles to* 'this vilfage of Jaiioe, 
consist of a steep ascent, partially wooded. The 
actual village is half a mile still higher up tln^ 
mountain, hut as^sopn as it comt's in sight then*, 
are two paths, and travellers wishing to avoid a 
useless ascent must take tlio lower one, leading 
to a “ Dogrie,” or sort of temple, •whore the* 
Mookeea is in attenilanco, and all rccpiisitc sup- 
plies arc easily sent for. 

I am distressed beyond measure at the* non- 
appearance of my poor dittlc pet “ Squire.” It 
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appears that he remained' behind with two or 
three loadH between Broang and the bridge. The 
Coolies said that he flew at them, and they were 
afiraid to bring him on. I have sent Ghanssie 
back to search for him, with strict orders not 
to show hia face in Camp without the poor 
animal. All my servants arc useless from sick- 
ness ; — one I left Ipehiiid at Change, unable to pro- 
cui'o “ carriage ” of any sort for him. A second 
became so incapacitated from rlieumatism that I 
discharged liim at Cheenee, aAd even my fac- 
totum, Gliaussici is quite useless, from souu'thing 
of the same nature. In fact the Ivhidmulgar and 
Bhishtee are now the only servants “ fit for duty,’* 
and I am inconvenienced beyond measure. 

Vines do not gi’ow luu't^ : fir and holly tliickly 
wood the hills suiTounding. I noticed several 
villages high up on the opposite mountains envi- 
roned by a good many fields of cultivation. The 
houses arc principally made . of ‘ wood, and have 
a picturesque appearance from a little distance. 

A pretty face is a rarity now. The only beauty 
I have lately seen is a daughter of the Mookcea 
of Kilvah. She is in my camp now, and is most 
certainly a very handsome girl. Her complexion 
is clear, and comparatively fair; features faultless, 
and eyes of beautiful ** shape and fascinating 
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sweetness. The expression of her fuce is one of 
peculiar softness^ modesity, and goutloness. Her 
figure, 'graceM and syimuetrical, is tall beyond 
her compeers. The round and p&foctly shaped 
arm is striking in its delicate contour.* Were she 
but f(ih\ the toute ensemble might form the inodid 
of a high-boni English beauty. 

NACIIAR. nilSTUlCT OF JlrSETIR.) 

ELEVATION, 0,774 FEET AUOVE THE LEVEL OF THE 

SEA.* 

DisinncCj nine nn'leff. 

IZth^SejUemhe)', 1851. Sulimlajj. — I did not 
arrive liere till a couple of hours before sunset 
yesterday, consuniing fen hours in accomplishing 
♦i short march of nine mikis. The mid was bad 
beyond compare, rugged and dangerous to the 
lust degree. Ascent and descent were ce,aseless, 
and often the path lay aloiyj the niaked face of 
the bai’c, bold rock,** inclined to the river at a 
tenafic angle. In other parts, rude notches cut 
in «, plank of wood, led from one impossible rock 
to another, the chasm beyond being unx>loasant to 
delicate nerves. 

I was worn out with fatigue, when we reached 
* According to “ Herbert’s Heights.” 

F 3 
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the saiiga which spans the Sutluj, on the road 
between Tholoiig and Nachar. Fortunately, here 
we came to the main road, and I was carried up 
the two iniles^ ascent which leads from the sanga 
to this village. IVly dlioolie was non inventus^ hut 
•I was too tired to dtispise the Dandy. 

This ‘is a large village, hut I am told liot a 
Cooli(! will h(^ jjrocurahle for days ! Some peojde 
lately gone on' have taken two hundred and 
twenty C^jolies (!) and depopulahul the land pro 
tempore. 1 suspect this party will haunt me like 
the magniticiuit Mr. Dayhy last year. 

This “Ts’^ew Head,” so eternally talkcsl of, so 
incessantly vaunted in 1 850, and which Ij in my 
simplicity, ah. olutely beluived to ho no fable, I 
find has turiUMl out a very “ ]Mi’s. Harris 1” Lives 
lost, labour, and moiuy s(piand<;red, — and lo.! 
whole miles of this wondiwlul road have crumbh'd 
into the Sutluj. The native's of this country 
talk (.tf llui Jkisehr seetiou of .the vaunted route, 

* * - t . • 

(or rather, route to ic,) with mingled horror and 
contempt. The forced (and in this district, totally 
impaid). labour for months, has been a severe and 
tyniimieal imposition on the unwilling peasants, 
while the loss of limb, and even life, has been 
cn\cl indeed. 

The peasants themselves are my informants, 
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and high and low in every village bitterly com- 
plain of the celebrated New Road,” Avhicli is 
(or ?) supposed to be such an iiiculculablc 
blessing. I myself have met with several of 
the victims of tyranny, maimed and crippled, being 
carried to their homes, to b(i replaced by other* 
who may share the same untimely fate. • Kvt*n if 
the “Now Road” eventually succeeds, surely this 
is very like; “ doing evil, that g(JOd may come,” — 
and very wrong too# 

Oh! ye just and matcliless rulers of Rritish 
India ! 


TURANDA. (llisTuicT of Hcseiik.) 

ELEVATION ABOVE TIIK LEVEL (O' THE SEA, 7,200 

FEET.* 

iJi^lance^ eiglil, miles, 

14/A September, ISol. Sunday . — I Avalked 
the whole way here, and fc;ol so tinHl, and abso- 
lutely ill in conscipiqncc, thdt it iS a painful effort 
to sit iq) at all. A f(;w words and 1 will dismiss 
the march, and indulge once more in — what is but 
rarely a pleasure to me, — ^the dolce far nienle. 

The pathway I followed, after leaving Turanda, 
was through a tangled, wooded lane, the highway 


♦ According to “ JEIebbcrt’a Heights.” 
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being some distance above. Wben we entered 
the made road, I was delighted with its celestial 
shade of firs, some most magnificent ancestral trees. 
Throughout the first Lalf of the march, scarcely a 
ray of sun pierced through the refi:cshing shelter 
of mount and tree. Ascents and descents were 
ceaseless,- till we reached the bed of a torrent, 
which flows into the Sutluj, and is spanned at this 
spot by a sanga. ‘ A long, steep ascent, hot and 
scanjcly shaded hy a single -tree, followed by a 
pretty wooded road, led to this village. That 
weary ascent has nearly been the death of me. 
lVe(iueutly, I lay down beneath any projecting 
rock, sick unto death, — ovcrj)owerod by the burning 
sun, and the humed and almost convulsive beat- 
ings of my heart, from the eftbrt of ascending 
that ludeeling, ixmiorselcss mountain. 

Tlu‘ cause of this unwtmted walk, was not my 

sovereign will and plcasm’o, I can conscientiously 

“ afiinn ou oath.” Tlio fact is,,, that the obliging 
\ * 

Mat(' of Nachar brought mc**a dozen old women 
this moniing, as the sole porters available for the 
next cent’iry to come, on account of the depopu- 
lating i>arty ahead. I had net even the satisfaction 
of seeing a pretty face among my lady-Coolics, 
all tpothless — wrinkled — witches of ugliness. I 
sorrowed for the Mookeca of Kilvah’s lovely Peri, 
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for a pretty female face is a refreshing sightj 
strangely so to me. , I :^member in Calcutta, 
being fascinated by a beautiful face, and having 
great difficulty in forbearing to gaze too fixedly at 
the Venus in church, evidently to* her no small 
amusement. Hut I am becoming discursive, 
wandering parenthetically from my subject. 

Revenons d nos nwutons. And the “ sheep” I 
left so rudely, were those t^lvo or fifteen old 
women, my jS^aclmr porters. As I said, tliese 
women were all tjtio “ carriage” brought mo by the 
intelligent Mat(’!, after forcing hie to Iialt so long. 
Halt* a dozen loads lay on the groiiml, and the Dhoolie 
and I^andy looked ecpially hopt'hjss, so I called 
jjhilosophy to my aid, and walkotl away without 
further parley. Half my baggage is still behind, and 
Ghaussie has just come up tuilhout^oixs little Squire. 
It appears that he followed some itiiuirant musical 
Fakir to Pooarce, (the road ho knew,) and it is 
by no means certain, that^I cvei shall sec him 
again. “ I never loved a dear Gazelle,” &c., but I 
must not sentimentalise, whih^ I ought to be making 
an effort to liave him searched for without delay.* 

* Nearly two montlis subsequently, hearing that the young 
E-ajah of Busehr had my dog in his possession, I had him restored 
after a great deal of trouble. I was first forced to i)ay thirty- 
six rupees, (nearly £4,) on various pretences, before I could get 
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I found that the old women of Ifachar de- 
posited my loads at« a small village, about a 
third of the proper march; all my i)ersua'feions, 
though urged l)y the eloquence of double hire, 
prepaU, were totally unavailing, and they fled — 
partlietically talking of j’^oung children left at 
homo : but excuse me, beldames, those same small 
babes must — oh I those toothlossyoung mammas ! 
— mml have Ixuai fabulous. Taking three Coolies 
for the bn‘aklast things, I oairt(s wearily on here 
with niy s(U‘vants, h'aving the bjiggage to follow, 
as it best miglif, feeling on the whole, desperate. 

This spot is beautifully wooded, and a cool wind 

my favourite out of tlic) rapacious elutclies of lliis scion of 
kings. Tlu‘ young 11a jiili was otjually dishonest about a bed- 
stead of iniiK*, which was accidentally left behind in his terri- 
tories. I Imd le lually soiit him in a letter tlui retpiisito 
Coolie liirc, for tlie earriage of luy property to Simla, that 
lliero might he no excuse for appro})riation ; and I liavo now 
still in my possi'ssion, an milotjroph letter of llis Highness’, in 
which h(‘ tells me, “he hr#s found piy^hed, and four of my 
stray j)onies,” adding “ that he will bring them to Simla, 
where he is going for the (iiovernor-Genorars Durbar.” I had 
left Simla by^that time, but debited a friend to take charge of 
my proptaiy. However, the lionej^t Kajali denied all know'- 
ledge of tbe said property, though reminded of his own written 
assuranec^ of its safety. So it all ended by my being regularly 
robbed bj^ liim and his myrmidons. So much for Royalty in 
the East ! 
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is blowing. The Sutliij flows many, many hundred 
feet below ; indot'd we had very few glimpses of 
the rfver, duiing to-day’s march. The mountains 
surrounding Turanda exhibit hut little granite ; 
gneiss and mica-slate are the predominimt forma- 
tion. 

The encamping gi’ouiid liero is c(»isiderabty 
above the village, and in the absenct^ of my tents, 
a vague house is my sludter," fortunately av ell- 
stocked with AVoOtl. I must note a sagacious 
remark of ming lierci, wln'ch will demonstrate 
perfectly how our rule putts uj) the hill-people, 
till this mental obeallg (ttgurafiv(‘) renders th(‘m 
highly disagr(?eal)le to travellei’s : ecc(', sig. — In 
Thibet wdiere trt‘(‘S are setirce; indeed, w^ood is 
supplied freely by the villagers, — as fre'cly as tlut 
water from the mountain stream. Jn these hills, 
so thiekly wooded, it is difficiilt, oven through their 
loved “ pisa,”* to procure', a seitiiedency of tire'.wood, 
and the villagers are gemerally^a^ disejbliging set 
of i>oople, eilways eleclining te) pe'rfen-m the very 
simplest otfleejs, oven when they see that the 
majority of the) servants have not arrivwL*d in camp. 
In Thibet, the villagers good-humouredly busy 
themselves in affording every assistance to the 
wearied servants, and while they rarely dreyim of 
* Pisa means eofiper^, or copper currency. 
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asking for buckshish,” are pleased and grateftd 
when the most trifling gratuity is prqffered. At 
NachS.r, I offered the Janee Coolies, (only 'about 
five-and-twenty in number,) twenty Co.’s rupees, 
if they would go on to Smalm, two marches, 
when I found that there appeared a likelihood of 
my being detained for want of Coolies. But 
though I proffered pro- payment to the amount of 
nearly treble the' regulated hire, the wretches 
would not oblige me. And yet, — (such^ my Pos- 
terity, is the justice prevalent in the year of our 
Lord, eighteen hundred and fifty-one !) — and yet, 
allow mo to remar'k, that the “ depopulating party” 
before alluded to, coerced^ by the aid of the strong 
arm of authority, the Coolies of a dozen villages, 
to go three marohes consooutivcly ! They perchance 
had the same SQrt of pr<i^n'iptivc right to the Coolies 
of theeountry, as the Governor-General’s Secretary 
last year, stjriously oppressing the people thereby, 
and most seriously ineonveniencipg and delaying 
all peaceful travcdlors, who paid probably twice as 
much in consequence, to be able to accomplish a 
couple of .iparches in a week ! But this is th® 
justice ju’cvalent all over the British Himalayas, 
and I have become quite used to bearing it 
philo^phically. 
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SURAHN. (District op Busehr.) 

ELEVATION, 7,246 FEET ABOVE THE LE.VEL OP THE 

SILV.* 

Distance^ thirteen miles^ 

l&th September^ 1851. Tuesday — I amved hero 
this morning, crippled and utterly knocked up, 
having absolutely walked the whole distance. 
After waiting all day for Coolies, I started towards 
evening, accompaified merely by two of my people, 
leaving Dandy and baggage hopelessly behind. 
Nothing has yet arrived, and I need hardly say 
that I atn not very comfortable. I am endeavour- 
ing to recruit my fatigues, but as yet my wearied 
frame and blistered feet sorely remind me of my 
Iionid walk. 

The march is a very pretty one, wooded and 
shaded by forests of innumerable pine, oak and 
holly trees. The '^d-flowers and underwood 
closely assimilate to those which cover the hills 
of Elishtawar and Bhudurwar, (or Puddurrooa,) 
balsam and fox-glove being the most luxuriant 
of all. 

There was no village actually passed by the 
road-side, but I observed several above and belbw ; 

According to ** HeSbert’e Heights.” 
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the fields of cultivation Tvcre ripe and promising: 
buckwheat is largely grown, and ^ full ^flower. 
The- road was -a good made one, but the ascents 
and descents were steep and ceaseless. 

The niglit foil when we reached about half-way,- 
and the darkness of a moonless night and thick 
forests, was by no means encouraging, especially 
when I roniembcrod that bears and leopards were 
said to abound. Indeed, I shuddering! y recalled the 
fate of a man, only two days ago, cruelly mangled 
by a boar on this road, when quietly pursuing 
liis way by niglit. 

Tlie very darkness prevented my halting, en 
eJiemin, for I dreaded to find a devouring beast in 
ambush, as I passed each spreading tree. I could 
not rest my weary feet, and slowly I walked on. 
My servants led the way, feeling for the road 
by means of poles, and when very doubtful, roll- 
ing sUmes down the khuds, to discover the depth 
and direction of the precipices. '' I heard the rust- 
ling of wild beasts in the long grass beloAV the 
pathway, and but for very shame, I could have 
heartily wejit. At last, fairly worn out, I lay 
down on the ground, resigning myself to any fate 
in store for me ! It began to rain, by way of 
addbig another misery, and I soon became 
thoroughly chilled. Even in this miserable po- 
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sition, I could not help'HReping, so tired was I. 
At raoop-rise* I got up, *and wo resolutely pro- 
ceeded on our way, my servants kindly trying to 
rouse me to exertion, and even offering to carry 
me. I thought my handkerchief looked ominously 
dark, after a fit of coughing on .the* road, and 
when the moonbeams broke from tlioir cloudy 
prison, they disclosed the truth— the white cam- 
bric was deeply dyed^ in the crimson stain of the 
vital stream, from my lungs, I suppose. I soon 
felt very ill, and ohee more lay down, a deadly 
faintness palsying every limb, and* a black dark- 
ness passing over my eyes. I thus passed scver.il 
hours in a state of unconsciousness. Tlui day was 
breaking when I recovered a little ; 1 then forced 
myself to rise, and slowly, wearily, at last arrived 
here, after many lengthcnccf pauses ty the way- 
side. 

It is now evening, and yet I feel the prostrating 
effects of over-exertion And exposure? to wet and cold. 

We crossed a largo and inipeduous torrent, 
called the Chaund6, between Turanda and this : 
a bridge spanned it. 

Surahn js the usual summer residence of the 
Hdjah Qf Busehr, boasting, as it does, of the cool 
airs which never visit his capital (Eamporc) 'for 
six or eight months of the 5^ear. Ho has a palace 
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here, and the yillag6''’l86kii8 of some size, while 
minor hamlets are scattered all over the mpuntain. 

The Sutluj flows far below, in a rapid and 
angry flood. In some places the bed is so much 
confined by rocks, and the current so impeded by 
huge blocks of stone, that the river becomes a 
foaming torrent. How very different from the 
placid Sutluj of , the plains of Hindostan. There 
are hot Springs three miles ^stant from Surahn, 
near tho-Sutluj. 

Formerly human victims used to be sacrificed 
regularly at a ‘temple in this village — a remark- 
able edifice, sacred to Bhccma XMi, the patroness 
of Buselir. 

There is a Bazaar here, and supplies arc procur- 
able, even sugar and soap; — such extensive^ wam ati^ 
have been rare on the heathen roads I have come. 


GOURA. (Distkict ca;' BusEim.) 

Distance^ nine and' a half mike. 

VI th September y 1851. Wednesday . — ^This 
march consists principally of a long descent, fol- 
lowed by a similar ascent. I came in the Dandy, 
or I am certain I should not be alive jiow to tell 
the* tale. The ascent is succeeded by a long 
piece of tolerably level ground, beautifully shaded. 
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I brcak&sted at a villag^'^lialf-way up the ascent, 
called Muzowlie, if my ear did not deceive me. 
This seems a straggling sort of place, houses 
and fields scattered over a large extent •of ground. 
I find the heat very great here, though the site 
of the village is far elevated above the Sutluj, 
and look forward with considerable dreaef to the 
day (or days) I must spend at ^mpore, where 
the temperatm’o is close and hot beyond measure. 

The marcel to-day must have been planned by 
some genius escapied from Bedlam. In the most 
senseless manner imaginable, at least five miles is 
added to the distance, by a very unnecessary dv.tour. 
The violent torrent, called the Manglad, is crossed 
after passing Suran, and isalnglitfidlyrapid stream. 

The costume of the women has greatly changed 
since we reached Turanda. ’*The head-dress no 
longer consists of the small man’s cap, which was 
very becoming to a pretty face. A dirty ‘white 
or coloured handkefch;ef is new bound round the 
head tightly, concealing all the hair, except the 
bunch which hangs behind: — this is interlaced 
with so much coloured worsted, that it i^ ^difficult 
to say how much hair the fair ones possess, but a 
heterogeneous mass is partially disclosed below the 
handkerchief The attire rarely consists of m6ro 
than one blanket, generally* of the coloured stripes 
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made in Kanawr above Cheenee, and largely sold 
at the Eampore Fairs twice a year. This blanket 
is fastened by pins or skewers, as in Lahoul, and 
is the prevalent costume all about Bro&ng and 
Kilvah, as well as here. It always makes me 
nervous to oontemplate this fragile dress, or 
rather*^ its slight support — frequently a single 
skewer ! The costume of the men has not varied ; 
woollen trowsers, and woollen jacket with a short, 
full skirt attached. The ptittoo cap, white, black 
or coloimul, with a padded, round rim, is the head- 
dress ; tlu> liair cut short, and the crownis generally 
shaven. A ragged woollen cummer-hmid^ or waist- 
band, girdles thedress, — and there allusehri stands 
infull costume before the reader. Let him look well ! 

Beauty has vanished, and there is no “ Peri”* 
among the women* now. Tliey no longer act as 
porters. Since reaching Surahn, the custom 
seems to bo forgotten. 

I mean t'or travel by uight to Ilamporo, on 
account of the heat. I have not slept for two 
nights, but I am anxious to reach llampore, hoping 
to receive letters on arrival. The young Eajah of 

* Tho coiTC'ct orthography (and pronunciation likewise) of 
this word is Purrie, and its litoral nicanin^^ a fairy.” It 
ha» been corrupted by poetical license int^' Peri,” and is 
used generally to represent .a transcendent beauty, simply. 
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Busehr is there, business having detained him 
below, and as yet prevented him from paying the 
usual summer visit to Surahn. 


EAMPOEE. (Capital of Buseiik.) 

ELEVATION ABOVE THE LEVEL OP TIIE SEA, 3,3ir3 FEET. 

Distnnce^ eight miles. 

19//i September, 1851. Friday . — I reached this 
fiery “ Tartarus” yesterday, before daybreak, 
and could not get anything in the sliapi^ of a house 
in which to pass the lu^at of the day. 'J’lui Wuxcer 
pitched a tent for mo, but the high temperature 
was terrible to a traveller fresh from the icy 
Eegions of Thibet. 1 languislu^d all day, and 
anything like ex(^rtion was a moral imi)ossibility. 
1 am detained here by the absence of hiy baggage, 
as only twenty Coolies, including the dhoolie-mcn, 
arrived yesterday. I should go on to Kotgurh, 
and await my bag|;ago in that more genial clime, 
but the box containing the “ sinews ” of travel, 
— money, — is still behind, and I have not enough 
left in my desk to pay the Coolies anothifr march. 
I am endeavouring to* find a good pony to pur- 
chase, as hate the Dandy and dhoolio very 
heartily, aifd I do not know when I shall see 'my 
horses again. I tried two ponies, one a Ghoont, 
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and the other a YS,rkhididi, this evening. The 
owner asks one hundred and twenty rupees for 
the former, and sixty for the latter. I have not 
decided about the purchase. 

The march from Goura is chiefly a descent, a 
good made road. I came by torch-light, and in- 
secure though my position was in the Dandy, I 
slept a great part of the way from sheer exhaustion. 
The Coolies at last tied mo to the Dandy-pole, 
seeing that I could not keep my eyes from closing 
in slumber I 

My arrival here was greeted by two packets of 
letters from the Plains, which had been brought 
by some servants, who for ton days had* waited 
my coming. After long silence fr^m those we love, 
how dearly welcome are any tidings of their welfare, 
especially when the long interval has been passed 
in lone wanderings through strange coimtries. 

Tho’ ported bosom clings to wonted home, 

If at^ht thot’n kindsed cheer^tlie*welcome hearth.** 

There is but little to say of Rampore : — ^it is a 
small city, on the left bank of the Sutluj. The 
B&jah’s palace sUmds at one extremity, and is not 
a very imposing structure. The houses are prin- 
cipally built of stone, with slated pent-roofs. The 
hedt is intolerable, hemmed in as the city is by 
mountains all round. ' There is a Jhdola across 
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the Sutluj, (made of ropes on the “Cheekha” 
ipodel,) below Eamporfe, and a made road to 
Kooloo beyond. The marches to Sooltanpore, 
the capital of Kooloo, are seven in nnmbcr ; viz., 

1. Ursoo ... 6 miles. 

2. Seran . . . « 7* „ 

3. Butthar . . 8 *, 

4. PMch . . 13 „ 

6. Laijee . . . 12 „ 

6. ifijoura . . 12 ,, 

7. Sooltanpore . . 9 ,, 

There are tVo roads hence to Nagicunda ; one via 
Kotgurh, and the other by a now route. 

Thg ‘form of government is most strange, and 
quite beyond my comprehension. There is ii young 
Itajah of thirteen, the nominal prince of Busehr. 
^Wuzeer Mxmsookh Dass, who held *the reins of 
government {de facto) during the old Rajah’s life- 
time, is a mere cypher now, superseded by some 
emissary of the Simla or Lahore authorities, a 
quondam Bunniah* (or grain-seller,) a one-eyed 
native of Agra, who writes a very bad hand in 
very indifferent English. Ko one knows* to whom 
or to what he owes his present promotion. Ho is 
hated by high and low alike, whereas the super- 
seded Wuzeer is beloved and reverenced by^all 
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the natives of the Eaj of Busehr. It is said that 
the Banco, on the decease of her spouse last year, 
complained against the. Wuzeer, wishing to have 
the government of the district in her own hands, 
during the minority of her son. Her ambition 
was not graitifiod ; and the one-eyed Bunniah has 
all the power vested in his hated person — the 
great men of th 9 Baj being all subject to his au- 
thority, and the young Bajah having to pay, 
out of liis small revenue, tlie salaiy of his enforced 
master — ^tliree hundred rupeof? a month, besides 
the cost of his Riyrmidons. The cleva'ted Bunniah 
is vaguely styled the “ Deputy Sahib ! ” Upstart 
insolence, — “ Sahibj^ forsooth ! The litt4Q,Bajah 
has been taught English, and his master, (a Baboo 
from the Plains, ) says that luj can both speak and 
write the fortagu tongue udth ease aud fluency. 

I had some conversation with a Buselir trader, 
regartling Mr. Strachey and the frays and disputes 
he was so seriotisly ihvolved in'at Lch, with Busty 
Bum and his people. This trader w'as at Leh the 
whole time of these frays. He showed me a cer- 
tificate from Mr. Strachey^ which was penned in 
terms of high commendation. According to the 
Busehri’s account, Mr. Strachey behaved with 
moderation and temper ; and but for this discreet 
conduct, the results to 'himself and his small band 
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of followers and adherents might have been fatal 
indeed. ^ The tradcra from Biisehr to Tliibot all 
eomplain bitterly of the “zoolra”* (oppression) 
practised by Busty Bam at Leh, thert^by greatly 
rej)ressing the free course of trade. They say that , 
when Sir Henry Lawrence was at LSh, flio greatest 
precautions wei’e taken to prevent any access to 
him, or anything like free coniBiunication or a 
jdain oxposij^ion of re^l facts. 

A man brought me two sable skins, and an 
immense bright yellow cap of Laliassii, woni by 
the men in authority at Bodokh. * The price of 
each small skin of sable was twenty-two rnian'.s. 
The onl^ manufacture of any conse<pienco, at 
Bampore, is the Chuddur, or Shawl, mad(' of fin(^ 
wool, value from sixteen to t^^ellty-ono Company’s 
nipecs. They are more ex 2 >ensivo at Simla, as a 
matter of course. Two great fairs are held twice 
a year hero ; one in November and quo in Ajiril. 

® ^ m ^ m 9 

Traders flock to those thirs from distant districts, 
and woollen manufactures, in particulai’, arc largely 
sold,. 

It is now noon, and ^:cally it is impossibh; to 
dtiscribc the frightful heat in this small tent. The 
elevation of Bampore above the average Icvcsl <if 
the plains of the Punjab cannot be more tlian 
one thousand feet, or at most, fifteen hundred. 

a 2 
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The Valley is scarcely a gun-shot wide, and the 
hills (barren of trees) which confine the spot 
radiate extra' heat. The caloric thus multiplied 
makes an annihilating sum total, as I know to my 
, cost, riaintains flourish here, which alone argues 
the trifling* altitude of the city of Bampore. The 
Kotwal sent me a basket of that Plains’ fruit yes- 
terday, and they were quite ripe. I was as weary 
of the beautiful KanawT grapes, a few days ago, 
as of the most luscious apricots of Bultistan ; but 
now, when expiring with heat, what would I not 
give for a fine bunch or two ! I remember, with 
rcjientancc, how I lavishly squandered those deli- 
cious grai)es when I had them in plenty,* and how 
it is entirely owing to my carelessness that the 
kiltas bought at tjio bridge below Pooareo, are 
long since ruined. 

NACIIAR. (District of 3?bsEHE.) 

Distance y thirty-eight and a half miles for four 
marchesj from Rampore. 

2G/A September, 1851. Friday, — think this is 
the twenty-sixth day in the month, and Friday 
the day of the week, but I am by no means certain 
of the important fact. In sooth, were it not for 
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some sort of diary, it would bo impossible for 
any fimto memory to keep a register of weeks and 
days passed in countries where no English reckon- 
ing is kept. I am now on my way 4:o Cheenee, 
and perhaps Punghec. Having fruitlessly des- 
patched three servants, with money, ‘Sepoys aiul 
Purwannahs, and in the same miprofitable manm'r 
wasted a week in heat and inactjpn down at Ihini- 
poro, and peithcr baggage nor ponies arriving, .1 
found my only plan remaining was to make up 
my mind to start myself. My servants re turned, 
some malingering, and all with their moutlis full 
of falsehoods, which I instinctively discovered to be 
such. *So, on the evening of the 23rd, I leftlhim- 
pore, being most kindly accommodated with tht‘- 
^loan of a pony fi'om the "Vyuzeer, and thus fre('d 
from the harassing annoyances ever, in my opinion, 
attendant on any conveyance requiring such foreign 
aid as that of Coolies. It soon bcca^me too ’dark to 
proceed, an^ I halted /ibout half- wtfy from Gaur.i,at 
a small village, name unknown. In the early moni- 
iRg we proceeded to Muzowlic, about six miles 
from Surahn, and thcr^ I breakfasted, not reaching 
8urahn till sunset. Before daylight we continued 
our coiursc; but though we went on steadily,^ the 
few loadi^ had with me did not reach Turanda 
till near sunset yesterday. I was most disagree- 
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ably employed in the hot sun, searching for bag- 
gage of mine, which I heard was lying in some 
“Dogri” * off* the road, I took a Coolie and my 
llhishtie, and after a head-and-heart-breaking 
hunt, a mile down a hot khud, I discovered three 
loads lying in an out-of-the-way hut, in a rather 
eccentiic style. I tried both remonstrances and 
bribes, but for a Jong time without ctfect. How- 
<iVor, 1 trust the said baggage is now, on its way 
to Tlampore. 

Ah I luid promised not to take the pony too far, 
T was obliged to look for a Dandy and bearers at 
Ihiranda, and did not got oft* till near daylight 
tliis morning, arriving lun'o. to breakfast. I am 
only waiting for Coolies to proceed to Chirgaon, 
the next stage. 

T have found the givatm* part of my baggage 
oft* the road, in wild places. A gi-eat portion has 
Imm'u desti'oy(?d, and (among other things) a timik 
«)f some value* is nowhen»*.to be f(Jlind. Ditto 
poor little Squire, of whom I can hear no tidings. 
I have despatched a good seiwant on the Broang 
road, while I proceed to Cheenee. Having hired 
mules to go to Simla and Julundhm*, before 
leaving Eampore, this Chevy-Chase is as expen- 
sive as it is im-amusing. 

* Or Hili-Tcmple. 
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I described the road before as far as this, so I 
will spare my aching head much more writing. 
I may, however, say a few words, generally, in 
repetition. 

From Rampore to Surahn, the marches consist 
principally of stoop asconts, and two descents.* 
From Surahn to Turauda, a very fatiguing mai*<ih 
of thii’tecn miles, nothing but a^^cent and descent 
hopelessly ^alternating, and very little Icvd any- 
whcjre. As the crow flies, I am sure Turanda is 
scarcely four milbs from Surahn. The greater 
part of the way is prettily wooded. From 
Turanda to this, a long and bad descijnt is followed 
by an * ascent, then a second ascent and s^ort 
descent. The hills from Gaura upwards, art; 
boautifidly wooded, with firs of various kinds, 
oaks, rhododendrons, &c., &c. The underwood is 
dense, and balsam, foxglove, potcntilla sanguinia, 
geranium, &c., cover tlu5 slopes, intermingTed with 
the louj^ rank grass. .• Bcanf, wolf cs and leopards 
ax’o said to abound all over these mountains. 

, There is a bridge of some sort across the Sutluj, 
below Turanda, leading to the opposite Heights, 
and by a footpath to Kdoloo. From this village 
there is a road to LahoQl, via the Bhubbeh Pass. 
There arQ twelve marches as far as Kdksur, the 
first village in Lahoul, whence one route leads to 
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Laddrk, Trilokn&th, and Chumba, and the other, 
crossing the Zampa, over the Chundra, below 
Koksnr, goes to Kooloo and Mundy, or Kangra, 
thence by • l^adaun or Jwala Mookhi, to the 
plains of the Punjab. I described several of 
those routes last year. The following is the 
route to Nachar in Busehr, from Koksur in 
Lahoul. The three fii*st marches are in Oojar 
encamping grounds ; no villages near. 


4th march. 

Lohsur (a small village). 

6th 


Pamo. 

6th 


Kuijeh. 

7th 

jy 

Kooling. 

8th 

yj 

Moodh. 

9th 

yy 

Bhubboh Joth, (Oojar.) 

10th 

yy 

Other side of the above Pass, 



(Oojar.) 

11th 

yy 

Ghatgaon, (a village.) 

12th 

yy ' • 

Nachar. 


There is a roaU from this place (Nacharjto S’piti 
direct, viA the Bliubbeh Joth, but I am told it is 
a somewhat rugged path. 
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CHEEjSTEE.* (Distkict of JBusEnn.) 

Distance^ thirty-two and a half miles^ or three 

marches. 

* 28^A September, 1851. Sunday. — amvod 
here in the dead of the night, o^jdiiriiig heat, cold 
and fatigiip in painfyl cxtrcinos, during iny Dandy- 
dak from Nachar. The distance is throe marches, — 
Cheergaon, eleven miles from Nachar; IMocroo, 
five miles ; and from Mtieroo to this, sixte«ai and a 
half miles. The Intter long march is often divide<l 
into tVo, hy making Rogee, (a village some 
distance off the road, down a khud,) one stage. [ 
need not say much about tlui road, as it is suffi- 
cient to describe it in two words — very bad. It is 
a “made road’’ too, but “ made” by soTneli(^dlamitt>, 
I opine. Anything like level is unknown, and tln^ 
ascents and descents arc steep .afld C(!aseless. In 
numberless places, gi’cat rocks impede the way, 
and many of the steepest places are regular sf.air.s, 
constructed of wood apd stone. I was speculating 
en route, how my ponies would surmount the dilli- 
culties of the way, and I liave but faint hopes of 
their reaching Simla for the next twelve-mouth. 

• In Chinese Tartary. 

G 3 
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I left Nachar about four o’clock, p.m., on 
Friday, and walked to the bridge over the Sutluj, 
dcscnbcd bofcfre. This little bit of exercise was 
by no means a pleasure, but a work of pain and 
difficulty, my feet having never recovered the 
blistering of former forged walks. The Dandy- 
Coolies had not arrived, so, after wasting the 
greater part of tlvj day at Nachar, I came on, as 
thfi only chance of extracting nnai from the lazy 
old Mate. My plan succeeded, for the Dandy and 
two necessaiy loads overtook us at tlwi aforesaid 
bridge, about three miles from Nachar. It was 
fortunate it did, for I was then so lame and wearied, 
that all lu’ospticts of reaching my destination were 
hopeless. AVc wore benighted about half-way, 
and when the thi(.‘k darkness rendered further, 
progi’ess duiigtTous, w(! halted on a small piece of 
level, near the right bank of the Sutluj, where a 
natural cave allbrd(‘d nu' shelter from the heavy 
dews of night. We reached Meeroo at eight, a.m., 
and after Im'akfast and a bath, I proceeded to 
Clioergaoji, the next march. 

The Wuzeer’s letter inocured me Coolies at 
once, and after a half-hour’s halt, I w'ent on. 
I had only one son ant left with me, and he 
bravely proceeded, though completely knocked up. 
This last march we accomplished principally by 
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the light of pine torches, the infant moon heiiig 
soon cradled to sleep in the giant mountains 
around. I found it very cold, and sleep impos- 
sible. The chill night-air has done me no good, 
and my old cough is again troubling mo sadly. 

What a difierenco between th(? tcini)oraturc of 
Cheence and Bampore ! Though now mid-tlay, 
my hands arc benumbed with cpld, aift the wind 
is blowing a very Ayntry blast. All the visitors 
have flown, and with them the Biuuiialis, so 
supplies arc witfi difficulty procured. Of the 
four ponies loft Ihtc, one is dead, and the othcir 
three and my cow have but this moment arrived. 
This cTcilay has made in(* lose many liours here. 1 
am now going to return to llsimpore, though I 
have caught a severe cold, and fc(il vstui)id and ill. 


JUTOG. (Two iriLES fkom S»ila.-Giiat ; the 

ELKVATIOX TUE SAME AS THE AVEltAOE HEIOIITS 

OF Simla). 

Distance^ a hundred arid forty-six miles from Cheence. 

^th October j 1851. Thursday . — I suppose I must 
say a few words, before I close my Journal of Hill- 
marching, and yet I feel in no humour to write at all. 
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I left Cheenee on Monday, tlie 29 th, after seeing 
my ponies, or rather their miserable wrecks, shod 
by a Mogul con amove. The process was edifying; 
— ^not a scrap was pared off the homy parts, and the 
shoes I had fortunately brought, were hammered 
on in a, very rhdo and imscientific manner. I 
went dak Cheergaon, and arrived there in the 
second watch of*- the night, lighted by many 
torches. I tried to proceed at once, but found no 
Coolies ready. In the morning I walked on, 
hopeless of any carriage being procurable, as long 
as I remained nieekly quiescent. The sun was 
very hot, and I hud a bad cold and cough, but I 
persevered as long as my aching feet could drag mo 
on. I reached the spot where we had bivouacked 
in my upwai;d jemrney, and under the shelter of. 
the same rock, broke my last by an attack on the 
well-packed kiltas of grapes. And tins was iny 
only breakfast. Feverish an^ exhausted, all 
grosser aliment was unpalatable. 

As I was reading a letter brought by one of the 
!Rajah’s Mci’curies, the Dandy arrived to my 
great relief. Tliis letter came from the Plains, 
and was very welcome in the wild lands of 
Busehr, where letters do not often wander. It 
was near sunset Avhen I reached Nach&r, seriously 
ill: — dming the night, fever came on, and I 
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passed a miserable time^ without mcdiciiie of any 
sort, and only a single attendant by mo. 

It was with pain and difficulty that I reached 
Turanda on the 1st of October. Though I gave 
more than treble the hire in advance, four of my 
ponies and my cow were left behdid dt Konglios, a 
village about five miles from Turandii, and my 
bedding and clothes ditto. Bribing the Mate of 
Turanda, I managed to induce him to send two 
of his Coolies off to Konghos ; and in the mean- 
while I sliivered with cold, having nothing to de- 
fend me from the keen night-air alid heavy noctur- 
nal dews, but a light Kashmir scarf, besides the 
wliitc blothes I wore during tlio hot noon-tide. 
The bundles did not arrive till three o’clock in the 
•morning. At first, for thg sak3 of, a spring of 
water close by, I bivouacked below the house I 
formerly occupied, and I did this more for the 
reHof of the only servant with me. * It seemed, in- 
deed, as if “misfortunes never come single,” for this 
night, of all nights, whenl had not a change of attire 
near, and no bed or bedding, I fell into Jtlie rocky 
basin of water in the dark. As it was three feet 
deep, I was wet to the skin from head to foot. I 
tried to restore warmth by crouching close tp a 
large fire, after this untimely bath, and I told my 
servant to dry my shoes, (my only pair !) as 



140 


ADVENTUBES OF A LADY. 


speedily as possible, that J might walk up to the 
house, where I could make better aiTangements 
for escaping death from cold.” Helus ! fate 
was not weary of troubling me, — ^my shoes were 

burnt to cindors, by the curelossness of my atten- 
dant ; sp that I had no means of moving to the only 
shelter in the nc;ighb(»urhood, and even this was 
a quarter of a * mile oft‘, an ascent the whole 
way. 

Tliore was no us<5 to rail or storm, so T only 
crouched ch)S(M’ to my tire, till a Coolie came 
from the sonu'.what distant village, and caiTicd 
me uj) to the house before described. I found a 
largo store of wood tlu^re, and lit two huge fires, 
lying down close, to them. My servant had pro- 
duced a thin rezai, ,(or wadded quilt,) which I 
placed umh'r mo, and fidl asletq). T was quite 
alone, far fi’om the village, and might have hcen 
burnt to death as it happened. Several sparks 
fell on the rt'zal, and the ignited cotton smouldered 
long before T awoke. In fact, the burning reached 
my ami,« before the heavy slumber induced by cold 
and lever was dispelled, and consciousness restored. 
I sat up in alarm, and for some time every attempt 
I made to init out the firo in the cotton, seemed 
only to make it sprqad. There was no water 
near, and I did not know how to save the only 
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thing I had in the shape of bedding that miser- 
able night. At last, I resorted to the painful 
expedient of picking out each burning piece of 
cotton with my fingers, scorching ftiysolf most 
distressingly the while. It is so difficult to extiu* 
guish ignited cotton, that even aftor*I hs^d sepa- 
rated each burning piece, I felt far from conifortable 
when I lay down once more,* being uncertain 
wlaither IJiad not still a smouldering fire beneath 
me, and that I might not sleep to wake no more, 
or at least wake too late. E<'ar, fever, and the 
bitter cold kept mo awake till my bedding and 
clothes airivcd near morning, and thought was busy 
thiwigllout the live-long night, — rife with sad 
romenibranccs and mournful anticipations. For 

— cv<*r and anon of griofB subdued 

Th(Ti‘ comcB a token like a scorpion’s sting 

Scfirci* seen, but with fresh bitterness cmliued^” 


When borne down With the iron band of illness, 
the most buoyant heart will sink at last, and 
in, moments of solitary suftcring I h{^e often 
felt quite despairing. J/rtw revenons d non nvmi^nSy 
for I must not linger by the way. 

I have said supra that my bedding and 
clothes arrived in the morning, but my ponies 
have apparently been appropriated by some cool 
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individual who does not know how to distinguish 
between meum and tuum^ as they have, never 
come up to this day, nor do I dare longer to 
hox)C I shall ever see them again. If I thought 
4;hcy had broken their necks, I might learn 
resignedly to exclaim, “ Requiescat in paceP ^ — 
but to be robbed in open day is rather temper- 
trying, 

Tliat delightful man, Mr. Edwardcs, the “Super- 
intendent of Ilill-Statcs, Simla,’’ has ruined the 
districts under his charge, and rendered all travel- 
ling within his boundaries, far more a pain than 
a plcnsun;. No matter what articles of value are 
lost or stolen, ho always arbitrarily takes the part 
of the Coidies ; and whether they behave well or 
ill, advocates their eaxise, and teaches thi'm to b<^ 
insolent, disobliging, and subject to no rule oY any 
sort. At Nagkunda, I saw a formal “notice,” 
signed by the name of that august official, inform- 
ing all travellers that they were to obtain no 
Coolies at Simla, or in the Simla District, on any 
pretext whatsoever. To sccm'c a single Coolio, I 
have paid eight annas or a rupee for one short 
n«u*ch, after having to bribe the Mate first. Were 
all this general^ it would be bad enough ; but as it is 
merely confined to thpsc who have not the awful 
honoiur of the great man’s acquaintance, I cannot 
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see by wbat laws of justice the gentleman legis- 
lates. Bis royal Purwannah will summon at an 
hour’s notice a hundred porters dt every hill- 
Chowkic, at a regulated hire of three annas per 
man. Forsooth ! and this is the Justice practised 
by that item of humanity, the Su'^cilntcndcnt of 
Hill-States, resident at Simla! The Goveraor- 
General is reckoned a clever man, and yet ho 
allows himself to ba fawned upon and flattered 
into a tolerance of this just and upriglit ruler. 

I have not time to waste more words on him, 
so I shall return to my neglectdd tale. I left 
myself between Earth and Hades, and I was rude 
to myself* thereby — consccpiently I aindogize. 

On the 2nd I reached Surahn. My cold and 
«ough, and many painful .attendant^ symptoms, 
were frightfully aggravated ; my voice had dis- 
appeared in totOy and speaking even in a whisper 
was “ vanity and yoxation of spirfr,” — an inex- 
pressibly painful effoif:. The one-eyed Bunniah 
Deputy expressed his utter inability to aid me in 
recovering property still wantonly scattered, 
though I represented te him, that a bed — ^the hire 
paid some* days before by my Khidmutgar in 
advance ^ — ^was at tiiat moment lying in a Dogri 
below (and considerably o^) the road, and that ray 
ponies and cow were in the same pleasing manner 
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left behind. The youngs Bajah promised to aid 
me, and sent some of his own people to collect my 
various missihg property, live-stock included. 
This- young boy is the only person worth his salt 
^n the whole of Busehr, whether private or public. 

I received a letter written in English by himself 
— ^very creditable to him, considering that he has 
only studied the foreign tongue about a twelve- 
month. 

I was very ill from fever at Gaura, the hoarse- 
ness seeming to become worse if possible, and 
many bad symptoms supervening. I proceeded 
by nigiit to Itampore, and thence to Nirt, where 
I remained during the heat of the day, on the 4th. 
I never had a more trying journey than between 
Nirt and Kqtgurh. TJio Coolies were the worst set 
that (W(5r it was my evil fate to have harnessed 
to my Bandy, and I was very ill. However, 
after much suffering, I reached Kotguili at last, 
where I foimd that my Caihp had gone on that 
morning, and but one servant and a few things 
awaiting ^y arrival at the Bak-Bungalow. 

I was rejoiced by the .sight of many letters, 
which contained no bad nows of import. 

Though tho Mate received a rupee for his own 
particular self, merely for providing me with three 
Coolies, he was so dissatisfied, that he threatened 
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insolently to recall the men ! I laughed pldlo- 
sophically at his insolence, and was glad to liiul 
a pony to ride on in the evening to iily Camp. The 
thirteen mules were tied in the middle of the road, 
about three miles from Nagkunda. I subsequently 
found that my mule-drivers had a* peJeuliar luibit 
of encamping in the jungles, recklessly disre- 
garding all “ Chowkies.” 

On the ,Gtli, I \^ent to Nugkunda, wliere 1 
breakfasted, and in the afternoon jwoceeded 
towards !Muttiana. Of course, instead of reaching 
that place, I found my tent pitched at tlio foot 
of tlic last ascent, far from any village where 
people ordinarily encamp. 

On the 7 th, I reached Thcog, on the 8th, my 
^mp was pitched about a mile beyoiid Muhasoo 
Proper, and to-day I have come on here, about 
two miles beyond the Simla Gliat. 

I have discovered a thief in one yf my servants, 
who was convicted ol^ stealing money, absolutely 
within a cbuple of yards of me. lie is evidently 
an, experienced rogue. I did not alarm hyn, when 
he stood convicted in yiy very presence, hoping 
by my lenfoncy to induce him to come on, and as 
soon as I arrived at a Thannah, I meant to hjivc 
him apprehended. Tliis, I^hopcd, would make him 
confess to many heavy charges I have against him * 
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of systematic robbery since last March, and per-, 
haps lead to the recovery of many things I .valued, 
which have disappeared this year. However, the 
thief, on some pretence, remained behind two 
.^days ago, between Thcog and Fagoo, and has not 
appeared since;; All my servants say he has 
probably stolen something the last day he was 
in my Camp. I*auppose I shall soon Icam this 
to my sorrow. 

I need say nothing of the road from Cheonce to 
Eamporo, having fully expatiated on it before. 
From Eamporo'to Simla, the marches are — 

1. Nirt, orNirtnuggur 12 miles. 

2. Kotgurh . 12 ,, (Dak-Bungalow.) 

3. Nagkunda . 10 „ „ 

4. Muttiana . 13 ,, ,, 

6. Tlioog . 8 „ „ 

6. Fagoo . 6 „ „ 

7. Simla 12 or 14 „ (No Dak-Bungalow.) 

Excellent made road the whole way. 

From Eamiwro to Nirt, the road follows the left 
bank of .(he Sutluj ; it is nearly level, and insuffer- 
ably hot. From Nirt to Kotgurh, the made road 
goes by K&po, but there is a footpath which 
shortens the distance fully four miles : — it is not 
good for riding. Between Nirt and Kotgurh, 
there is an ascent of between three and four thou- 
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sand feet. The elevation of Kotgurh is about a 

thousand feet less than the average altitude of 

• *« 

Simla. From Kotgurh to Nagkunda, there is 
some level, and a good deal of ascent, as the latter 
is upwards of nine tbpusand feet in elevation. A 
very prettily-wooded road. 

I observed the Kooloo route on tlio ’opposite 
bank of the Sutluj, by which came last year, 
and Dilass far above the river, was conspicuous 
in the distance. As I mentioned last year, a 
wooden bridge sp&ns the Sutluj, about three miles 
below KomhS.rsin. A footpath deads frolb Kapo 
to Mundy and Bilasporc, and thence to the Plains ; 
but the road is rugged, imd riding unpleasant, if 
not impossible. From Isagkunda to Muttiana, 
^ there is a footpath which loads over the hills, and 
is shorter than the main roiid by five miles ; it is 
very tolerable, and many useless ascents and 
descents are spared*. I need say nothing ftirthcr of 
the route to Simla, qs I thirfk 1 d(9scribed it before. 

This place, Jutog, is a llill-Cantomnent. The 
• Qhorkha corps, styled “the Nusseerce llattalion,” 
is stationed here ; and a few Bungalows, Lines, 
and a Pai^^de-ground constitute the “Cantonment” 
of Jutog. Simla is in sight, its wooded beauties 
forming a great contrast to the bare ugliness of 
the spot chosen for this Cantonment. 
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I believe the “ new road ” (so often alluded to) 
between Simla and the Plains is open now, but 
my mule-drivers seeming averse to that route, 
I havb given up the idea of following it. It 
goes viA Dugshai, a Ilill-Cantonmcnt not far be- 
yond Subathoo, and two Dak-Bungalows are built 
at convenient halting-places: — the road is said 
to bo good and loyel. I give this account entirely 
from hearsay ; I hope it happens to be correct. 
The other parts of the “new road” between 
Bampore and Simla, in this district, arc nearly as 
unfinished as the Busehr section. It is quite im- 
passable, and yet appears so deceptively good in 
tlio fragments wliich join the. old road, that sign- 
posts arc requisite to warn the unwary traveller. 
They were blasting rocks within a few feet of me, 
ip the most reckless manner possible. I wonder 
that accidents are not even more frequent than 
they arc, though. Heaven knows, life has been 
wantonly destroyed too much already, on this 
“Mi*s. Harris” route to Thibet. It is a sort of 
soap-bubble of his “ Most Noble” -ship — a mono- 
mania — a species of idiosyncracy fatal to all con- 
nected with its fabulous completion. ^ 

As I rode through Simla, I recognised each spot 
I passed ; and the very trees, stones, and houses 
seemed ^fell-remembered, and still well-loved 
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friends. But all who made the haimts so dear, 
were far away, and Simhi had no longer chamis 
for me.* I came on here to bo alone\ for, in the gay 
precincts of the modem Hill-Babylon, I should 
have been more than alone, and that is the 
“ solitude” which oppresses me. 

In a wild place, away from the small ©anton- 
ment, my miserable remnants of tents are pitched, 
and I do not give one sigh to the gay Simla far 
bcliind. \Vhy did 1 not remain there to forgot 
my lonely wanderings in social mirth, for I dare 
say I might soon find more than o^ic familiar face 
in the throngs of that giddy mountain-capital? 
Lot me, reply in the beautiful, — ^and beautifully 
true, — words of the Pilgrim Cliildc : — 

^‘To sit on rocks, to muse o’er flood and fell, 

To slowly trace the forest’s shady scene, 

Where things that own not man’s dominion dwell, 

And mortal loot hath nB’er or rarely been ; 

To climb the truckles^ nlountain .'Ul unscjfli, 

With the wild flock that* never needs a fold; 

Alone o’er steeps and foaming falls to lean ; 

» Xhu 18 not solitude ; ’tis but to hold 

Converse with nature’s charms, and view her stores unroll’d. 

“But ’midst <hc crowd, the hum, the shock of men. 

To hear, to see, to feel, and to possess. 

And roam along, the world’s tired denizen. 

With none who bless us, none whom we can bless; 
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Minions of splendour slirinking from distress ! 
None that) with kindred consciousness endued. 
If we wore not, would seem to smile the less. 
Of all that flatter’d, follow’d, sought, pursued ; 
TKu is to he alone ; this^ this is Solitude /” 


KALKA. (Foot op the Simla Hills.) 

Dhiancej forty~(me miles. 

16^A October^ 1851. — ^Thi« is the Jfbot of the 
Himalaya, and now my journey is nearly at its 
close. I go on this evening by palanquin-dak to 
Jidimdhur, where I must commence preparations 
for my journey to Bombay en route to England. 
I need not hero describe the road, &c., from 
Jutog, as the greater portion of it is sufficiently 
detailed in Vol. I. .Jfor have I tried the mucl)- 
talked-of “ New Eoad,” to enable me to report on 
its advantages. I marched slowly down from Ju- 
tog, encamping every day just^ where fancy listed, 
and met with no stirring adventures to record. 

The re^lar stages from Simla are 

Syree. . 10 miles. Hurreedpoor . 10 miles. 

Kussowlie 12 „ JCalka . . . 9 ,, 

I bid adieu with regret to the beautiful 
taountains of the snowy Himalaya, for truly are 

t* ... I The mountains, -v^aves, and skies a part 
Of me and of my soul, as I of tiiem.'* 





A SHORT 

HISTORICAL SKETCH OP KASHmR. 


"As tho attire world js inferior to flie rational soul, so 
Fiction gives to mankind what History denies* and in somo 
measure satisfies the miltd with shadows, when it cannot enjoy 
the substance.” — Lonn Bacok. 

In quoting the above sentence from that profound 
observei;) I would remark how apposite it is to the 
Hindoo histories in particular, though intended to 
^ply to fiction generally. The history of the East 
is so clouded with mythology, trebly dim in the £ur 
ages of the past, — so overcast by time, and confhsed 
by tho myriad legends and traditions^ which are int^ 
extricably interwoven jsrith the annrfis of the hing» 
doms, — ^that our efforts to separate fact from fiction 
utterly vain. Therefore the mind, havn^g little 
substantial gratificatioi^ must be permitted to 
indulge in phantoms, and to dwell with greater 
interest than the subject would otherwise create 
on the mass of Hindoo fsble, that must too fice> 
quently supply the deficiency of sober history, 
VOL. m. 0 
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whioih aU Oriental inquirers have so great cause 
to lament. 

To those who take an interest in that land of 
poetry — ^beautiful Kashmir — it may prove interest- 
ing to learn a few p^^iculars of its early history 
and legendary iorigin, without the trouble of con- 
sulting the hJmk classics^ or the erudite works of 
laborio^ historians. Space will not permit of any 
lengthened details, so I wdl only give a rapid 
sketch of the almost forgotten ages of the past, 
when the province was in its jfkristine glory, exer- 
cising a fiEix more potent influence on the neigh- 
bouring principalities, and possessing more poli- 
tical importance, than in its now fallen state it 
can ever again hope to enjoy. And, passing on 
from these remote ages, I will endeavour to give 
a brief rlmmL of ifs history, up to the present 
period. 

# In & previous page I ha\b mentioned that the 
Valley of Kai^mir i^s onep aVast lake, according 
to all the traditionary accounts of the province. 
The principal Sanscrit History of Kashmir is that 
entitled* the “ Bajah Tanmgini,’* which was flrst 
introduced to the knowledge of the ]\J[ohammedan 
world by the minister of the great Akb&r, a man who 
has distix^puriied himself by his learned writings. 
The ^^Bfijah Tarangini^ is a series of compositions, 
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indited by different authors at different periods, 
many of whom are, in fetct, merely the chroniclers 
of their own particular eras. ThereT are several 
ancient Persian writers, too, who have compiled 
Histories of Kashmir, but J will not take up 
the little space I have left in enumerating the 
names of these authors. Groat discrepancies are 
found to exist on comparing the various ai^nnts, 
but this is to be expected, especially where 
Orientals are the ehroniclers. 

But, that I may |>rocecd ah ovo usque ad mala, 
let me go back some four thousand five hundred 
yeai’s, to the remote ages when Kashmir waa a 
lake, callpd “ Satisaras,” — ^from “ Sati,** a virtuous 
woman, and “Saras,” a lake. Abul E&zl, the 
Mohammedan historian and ministei*of the Em> 
peror Akbar, alluded to above, makes the etymo- 
logy of the lake “ the Lake of Uma” (the wife of 
Maha-Deo); and ho Is so far boAie out ih his^ 
assertion, by the ^t#that ohe ofHhe names of 
Maha-Deo’s consort is “Sati,” in the character 
of^ faithful and loving wife. 

The Pass of BaramooUa, — ^which is the only 
break in tbc moimtainous confines of Kash- 
mir, and through which the Jhelum now 
flows to the plam-lands of the Punjab, — ^had 
no existence at the peri(^ I have referred to, 

0*2 
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i»e. when Kashmir was an extensive lake, — ^for the 
snow-oappcd Heights then completely encircled the 
pent-up waters of the moimtain reservoir. Accord- 
ing to one eminent authority,* Kashmir was inun- 
dated on account of the relapse of the inhabitants 
to idolatry, after having been taught the worship 
of thd one true God by Moaes^ who died there, 
and whose tomb is by some said to be still pointed 
out. Sut this is merely a wild legend, and I 
shall proceed to more authentic accounts. 

The draining of the lake' ( Satisaras ” ) is 
ascribed, by the Hindoo historians, to Kushup, or 
Kasyapa, tho son of Marichi. According to some 
accounts, he was a Hindoo sauit and seer; accord- 
ing to others, he is popularly represented as the 
grandson o# the divine Brahma, and a Deo or 
Genii — tho servant ’of Solomon, by whoso com- 
mands he effected tho desiccation of tho valley. 
Tho means ho employed wore of Herculean engi- 
neering skill, -^-for he is said lo have cut through 
the snowy barrier, opening a passage for tho super- 
fluous w'aters at the spot now called tho “ Pass of 
Baramoblla,*’ tho break in the encircling moun- 
tains before alluded to. One legend goes on to 
state that a demon, an A/nV, yclept Jalad^o, used 
to dwell in the middle of the lake ; and that thia 
* Bedia-ud-din, a Ponian historian. 
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evil seized and tormented all who came 

within Jiis reaeh, preying on the getuts homo in a 
most heterodox manner. Fortunately for mankind, 
Kushup, the grandson of BrAhma, visited these 
regions, and was struck by the desolated aspect 
of the locality. Ilis heart was movcd'to pitv, and 
he vowed to effect the dclivcKincc of the neigh- 
bouring people from their persecutor, th^ Afrit. 
To carry oui; this objoct, Kushup devo^ a thou- 
sand years to religious austerities in Noubadan, 
near Hecraporc, until Maha-I)eo at last appeared 
to him, and heard his prayers. ’ Vislmoo and 
Brahma were accordingly sent to expel the fiend, 
but a hundred years passed in hopeless conflict. 
Vishnoo at last perceiving tluit the lake afforded 
sccm'c retreat to the enemy,’ yrho was 
thus enabled to elude all liis assaults, com- 
manded the chasm of Baramoolla to be made, by 
which the valley^ was desiccated, the demon 
caught, and the country rendered habitable. From 
these incidents, the newly-redeemed valley was 
called “ Kushup-Sar,” or the “ Lake of Kpshup,” 
— ^now corrupted into Kashmir. 

It is just ‘possible that modem intellects may 
mgard these traditions — so gravely narrated in 
Oriental histories as mattei;^ of notorious fact — in 
the light of mere fliblcs! * I will, therefore, sug- 
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gest a very probable elucidation of the theory 
generally credited, that the Valley of Kashmir 
was,. tj?so facto^ a lake in the olden time ; shewing 
that so far the legends are corroborated by many 
presumptive proofs. 

There are so many arguments which the geolo- 
gist and philosopher can advance to support this 
theory, that it is foUy to throw discredit on it, 
and the existence of the present Pass of Bara- 
moola can easily bo accoimtcd for, by the suppo- 
sition that some violent convulsion of nature rent 
asimder the 6onfining mountains, and thereby 
opened an outlet for the waters of the lake. The 
terrible earthquakes which have convulsed Kash- 
mir, and of which lahavo given a cursory account 
in Vol. I., add weight to the above supposition ; — 
indeed, there are ample grounds for bolicAdug, that 
to this day volcanic action is going on beneath 
the peaceftil qud smiling Valley, which may at any 
period break out with irresistible and overwhelm- 
ing force, changing do novo the face of nature. 

But to rctimi to my subject. The district so 
newly recovered by Kushup, owed its population 
to his skill in attracting inhabitants from the 
neighbouring countries. The religion of the pro- 
vince at this time was that of the Ndgas^ or Snake- 
gods, of which I will give a short description. 1 
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must premise that ancient authorities place the 
date of the desiccation of the valley as far hock as 
B.C. 3714; but the “adjusted date” of Professor 
H. n. Wilson, in his able “ Essay on the lliudoo 
History of Kashmir,” makes it u.c. 2000. 

Ecgardiug the Ophite creed, oi* snake-worship, 
there is ample reason to believe that at cdie tiin<' 
it extended all over India ; as, besides tlie nume- 
rous fables and traditions relating to the Snake- 
gods, which iu*o found scattered all Througli tlie 
Purtinus^ (or Sacred Writings of tlie Hindoos,) 
there are palpable vestiges of tlu> same, still to bo 
traced in the existing religious observances of the 
Hmdoo;i. In the holy books of tliis race, the • 
destruction of the entire serpent-genus by the 
Bajah Janamejaya, the son of raricshit, is chro- 
nicled as a historical event, but proTbably it is 
merely a typical and emblematical shadowing 
fortli of the actual fUct — i. <?., that tlio faith of the 
Vedas was founded on the ihins oi^tho original and 
local superstition of the Ntigas^ when Janamejaya 
ijubverted the ancient Ophite worship.^ At aU 

events, there is no doubt whatever thal this sin- 

* • 

gular superstition existed originally in Kashmir, 
as snakes and snake-deities play an important, 
part in the legendary history of the Valley. Abul 
Fazl mentions “that the>e are seven hundred places 
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where carved snakes are worshipped in the Pro- 
vince.” (This was alluding to an epoch about 
360 or 400 years b.c.) 

The first Prince whoso name has been recorded 
in authentic ancient histories of Kashmir (after 
* the first settlement of the V.alley by Kushup, or 
Kusyapa,) is Goncrda, — the “ adjusted date” of 
whoso reign is fixed by I?rofossor Wilson, 1400 
years n.c. During the period which intervened 
between the d(‘siccation of the valley and the 
accession of Gonerda — an interval extending over 
1266 years — the country was governed by up- 
wards of fifty kings in succession, of the Caurava 
family, who are, aoxjording . to learned authors, 
of the same race as the “ Pandoos,” or five demi- 
god heroes, famed in Hindoo epic verse, of whom 
I have given a short accoimt elsewhere.* 

These Caurava Princes are nameless in history, 

♦ (Sco the appendix to V».I. II.) These five princely heroes 
were bom in the Hiiiialuymi Mowtains, according to the 
Pauranic writers, whither Paudoo, with his consort, Koonti, 
had accompanied the Rishis, and W^hcro the gods themselvGr> 
descended to rear a i>rinoely mce. ^ To quote from the Maha* 
bharat Adi Parva (ii. 64):— ** Thus the five god-given sons 
of Paudoo grew up in the holy mountain of Himavat, endowed 
with divine force, and with the strength, the gait, and the 
pmwess of lions, expert archerg, lovely as the moon, renowned 
through the world, and honouring the race of Kooroo.” 
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on ^count of their disregard of the holy precepts 
of the Vedas (says an author in the “ Bajah 
Tarangini,”) and their vicious and unholy lives in 
other respects. An odd reason, after all, for 
their names being forgotten or unrecorded ! 

After Gonerda I. follow fiftysthreo princes. 
Thirty-five of these are nameless ; the cognomens 
of the rest I give in a note for the benefit of the 
curious.* .The last qf these reigns ended b.c. 388, 
jiccording to the “adjusted dates,” or, according 
to the ancient writers, 1182 n.c. Of these nume- 
rous princes, only two or tliree deserve any par- 
ticular notice. 

Jaloca, the son and successor of Asoca, was a 
brave and gallant prince, and devout withal, lie 
overcame the Buddha heresies ; and it is supposed 
that the Brahminical creed was at this time intro- 
duced by him into the kingdom in its genuine 
form. 

Of Prince Ilamodara II^ therfi is a legend 
which, to this day, is current in Kashmir, so I 

* The namcB of the three first are, Gonerda I., Diuq^iodara I., 
Gonerda II. Then follow the thirty-fivo kings whose names 
are forgotten. ^ The rest arc : Lava, Cusesaya, Khagendra, 
Soorenda, Godhara, Soovema, Janaca, Sachinara, Asocia, 
Jaloca, Daraodara II. Then come three Tartar princes conse- 
cutively hy name, Hushca, Jipshca, Canishca. The last of 
the fifty-three kings is Abhimai^oa* 


G ♦ 3 
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-will mentioii it. One day when he was travel- 
ling £tx)m his palace to the Vitastd (or Jhclum), 
where he performed his daily ablutions, some 
famishing Brahmins importuned him for food. 
The liver was still at some distance, and he told 
them to wait till he had bathed. To hasten, the 
moment of their relief, the holy men agreed to 
bring the stream up to the Prince ; and instanter 
the water from the distant river bubbled up from 
different places near them, forming the identical 
springs which arc still to be seen. The King per- 
«istcd in bathing in the original stream, thereby 
incensing the Brahmins by his want of faith in 
their miraculous exhibition of power. Denounc- 
ing a malediction on his incredulous head, they 
transmogrified him into a snake, in which form, 
according to popular belief, he is frequently still 
to be seen, as it is said he pertinaciously <*ontinucs 
to ha\mt thc^ valley, about nine coss from the 
capital. 

The next period is comprised within 378 years, 
according to Professor Wilson, though the Oriental 
writers give a range nearly three times as great, 
or 1013 years. Twenty-one princes reigned in 
fjiis interval, which would make the average of 
each reign preposterous and impossible, if any one 
could be foolish enoagli to credit the chronology 
of the vague authefrs of the East. 
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This period, viz., the.Gonerdiya Dynasty, ex- 
tended £rom 388 b.c. to 28 b.c.* The first of the 
dynasty, Gtonorda III., restored the Ophite worship, 
and the offering of saorific6s for the propitiation of 
the Ntigcts. Nara, another of these princes, came 
to his end through the treachery and vice of the 
priests. A Buddha ascetic having seduced one of 
the royal spouses from her allegiance to her lord, 
the incensed and oi^traged monarch committed a 
thousand Vihura to the fiames, and gave the land 
2 >ertaming to them to the Brahmins. Subse- 
quently, he fell a victim to the vengeance of the 
enraged priesthood, whom he had punished in 
this whqleaale manner. 

The next is the Aditya Dynasty, from 10 b.c. 
to 135 A.D. ; during which six princes reigned, of 
whom there is not much to clfroniclo. f 

Tunjina and his consort were a miraculously 
pious connubial pair* but space will not allow me 
to detail their lustory. Tliere Was a terrible 
famine in this reign. 

* These twenty-one Prinoos were named as /oUows: — 
Ctonerda II., Yibhishana, Indrajit, Havana, Yibhishana II., 
Hara, Sidha, XTtpal^sha, frirany^sha, Hironyacula, Yama- 
ciila, Mihiracula, Yaca, Cshitinanda, Yasonanda, Nura II., 
Acdia, Oopaditya, Ookema, Narendraditya, Yudhisht’hir. 

t The names of Uiese six Princ|ps are — Fratapaditya, Jalaucas, 
Tunjina, Yijaya, Jay4ndra, Ar^. 
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After this, the Goner^jiya Dynasty agaia flou- 
rished, but the chronological data are quite inad- 
missible, since, even by the “ adjusted dates,” ten 
prince's arc made to rei^ 433 years. * 

The Carota Dynasty began to reign a. d. 615. 
The chronology after this is foimd to be very cor- 
rect in' the “Rajah Tarangini.” There were 
seventeen princes, whose reigns extended over 260 
years and 5 months, bringing ^the date to 874 A.n.f 
I will give ‘a few particulars of these dynasties 
presently, but must first mention the names and 
duration of the two remaining Hindoo dynasties. 

TheUptala, or Verma Dynasty, from a.d. 876 
to a.d. 960 ; twelve princes in about 84 years. J 

* These ten I’ruiccs arc — ^M^gavahana, Srcshtas<'na, Hi- 
runya, Matrig^ipta, Pniviyasfiiia, Yudhisht’hir II., Nandravat,,. 
Kau&ditya, Vicruniaditya, Vuladitya. 

f These seventeen l^riuces are — Durlabhaverdhana, Prata- 
paditya, ‘Ohaii^lrapera, Tarapera, Lhlitaditya, Cuvalayaditya, 
Vujraditya, Prithiyyapera,. 8angramapera, Jajja, Jayapera, 
Lolitapira, SangrainapiTa II., Vrihaspati, Ajitapera, Anangu- 
p^'ra, Utpulapfra. 

X Tliesq. are— Avanti or Aditya-Vorma, Sancra- Verma, 
Gopala-Vemia, Suiicata, Soojundha-Rance, Part’ha, Niijita- 
Verma, (also called Pdngoo, or the cripple,) Chacra-Verma, 
Sooni-Vcnna, Purt’ha (a second time), Chacra-Verma (ditto), 
Sascara-Verdbana, Chacra-Verma (a third time), ITnmatti 
Verma, Soora- Verma II. (**Vprm&” is an adjunct, expressing 
a Cthiirya, or militoiy deaeen^.) 



HISTORT OF KASHMIR. 


163 


The last (mixed) dynasties, from a.d. 9G0 to 
A.D. 1024-5 : nine princes reigned a little more 
than 04 years.* 

Passing over the dry political details of each 
reign, I will merely select a few anecdotes regard- 
ing the more noted of the kingly fulers of Kash- 
mir during the Ilindoo dynasties, before I proceed 
to give a sketch of the comparatively modem nilti 
of the Moliiimmedan ^sonqueroi’s, who invaded and 
finally subdued the beautiful vale. 

In the CWcota Dynasty, I only find one king 
of any celebi’ity — Jaj’apera. (Seefnote containing 
names of the Caroota Princes, supra.) This 
sovereign was a mighty warrior, and many were 
his noble and valorous deeds during his prosijcrous 
reign of thirty-one years. Ilis first expedition, 
however, proved disastrous to himself, as his king- 
dom was usurped, during liis absence, by his 
brother-in-^aw, Jajja. Ilis araiy deserted Iiira in 
his misfortunes, so he retired to Prj^g (the ancient 
name of Allahabad). After performing sundry 
religious penances at the holy city, he determined 
to go forth and seek bis fortune alone. lie is 
supposed toJiavo wandered as fiir as Debar, whore, 

* These are — ^Yasasc^-D^ra, Saligr^una-Deva, ParviJguiflSt, 
Csh^magupta, Abhimanyoo, Na]^gtf[)ta, Tribhoovaua, Bluma- 
gupta, Didda-llance, Sangr&ina%)eva. 
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despite his humble attirp, a lovely female dancer 
was so struck with his kingly bearing, that she took 
him home, and tended him devotedly. Shortly 
a^r this, he killed a lion unaided, in a chance 
encounter, which wonderful feat was traced to 
him the nexbd&y through the entanglement of one 
of his bracelets in the monster’s mane. The King 
of Boh4r was so delighted with the bravery he 
had evinced, that he gave him his daughter in 
marriage, and furnished him with an army to 
recover his paternal dominions. He ultimately 
succeeded in this legitimate object, and the usurper 
was slain. 

After devoting some years to literature and 
religion, ho sallied forth once more on a warlike 
expedition, and having reduced some strong 
Forts CM routc^ proceeded against Aramuri, king 
of Nepal. When the rival forces met, Jayapera 
is saiJ to ‘hayo become excited even tp temerity, 
and rushing Ulone and luiaided into the river 
which separated the armies, he was taken pri- 
soner, g,nd his panic-struck army fled. Shortly 
after this, a devoted fqllower of the captive 
monarch resolved to rescue him at the risk of his 
oyrn life, and on various ingenious pretexts 
obtained access to his master, in the stronghold 
where the Nepalese had imprisoned him. Owing 
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to the river that intervQned between the fortress 
and the army which Deva-SermOy the faithful 
adherent, had collected for the king, great diffi- 
culties opposed the escape of the royal priscupDr. 
All suggestions failing to convince his master of the 
praeticability of escape, Deva-Serma retired into 
the adjoining chamber. When the king' sought 
him, he found him lying on the floor strangled 
with his ojvn turban,; near the cori)so lay a leaf 
on which these words wore inscribed : “ You 
must effect your escape by the open window ; I 
die to enable you ^ my body biflatotl with your 
breath will serve you as a float, so tic yourself with 
my turban, and quickly cross the river.’’ Thus, 
aided by this singular raft, the- “ hero of a hundred 
^flghts ” escaped at last, and joining his army, he 
led them against his foes, whom he routed in their 
unprepared state. IIo killed their king out of 
revenge, and left the country a miserable ^aste. 

Betuming to his native valley, he was spending 
his time in feasting and revelry, in order to enjoy 
his lately acquired treasures, when an extraordi- 
nary occurrence changed his character," and ren> 
dered him oppressive and extortionate. A Naga^ 
or serpent-deity, appeared to him in a dre^,. 
and implored his aid against a magician, who by 
his enchantments sought to overcome and carry 
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him off. The Naga’pron^ised to reward his royal 
protector, by revealing to him the existence of a 
gold mine, and then the vision disappeared. 
"W^en the king awoke, he disbelieved what his 
slumbers had shadowed forth, but resolved to test 
the trfith by ordering the magician alluded to, to 
show 1dm the person of the snake-god. This 
the latter effected by making the waters of one 
of the lakes in Kashmir retire at his command, 
exposing to' view the deity and his serpent-retinue. 
Jayapera then, giving the ma^cian a handsome 
gratuity, interpesed his auth^ity in behalf of the 
Naga, and the waters were recalled. After 
tliis the serpent-god visited him once xjiore in 
his slumbers, but to punish his want of faith, 
instead of a gold mine, he only revealed a copper 
one. In ‘order to have tliis mine wrought, the 
king became oppressive and cruel to his people, 
and aifiassqd wealth at the 'cost of many lives, 
lie liad a miswable ebd, dying of a painful dis- 
ease, consequent, it was said, on a Brahmin’s 
curse. 

* 

In the'Aditya Dynasty, Jayendra was a sove- 
reign noted for his long arms, the haiuls reaching 
below his knees. He was preceded by the sove- 
rci^ Tunjina, in whose reign occurred the terri- 
ble famine I before mentioned, and he was sue- 
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ceeded by his own priive minister, Saiidhimati. 
Tradition says, however, that the said Sandliimati 
was put to death by Jaycndra, just before liis own 
demise, in order to frustrate the prophecy wliigli 
l»redicated the elevation of his quondam minister 
to tlic throne ; and that the Yogini» jestore(f ani- 
mation to the impaled corpse of Sandliimati, who 
uuder the name of “Arga Rajah,” was subs<*- 
(juently proclaimed l^ing. After reigning forty- 
seven years, he voluntarily abdicated fhc throne, 
on finding that a tnic descendant of Yudhisht’hir 
still lived, and retired into seclusion, ending his 
holy life in ascetic mortification, llis abdication 
in favour, of the great-grandson of Yudhisht’hir, 
Meghavahana, revived the Gonerda Bjmasty. 

^ The found(*r of the Uptala or Verma Dynasty 
was Avanti- Verma, who built* the city of Avanti- 
poora, and made it his capital. This once 
renowned city is noV the ruined and desolate 
Wantipoor, which f described in \Aol. II. during 
my wanderings in the Valley of Kashmir. A 
gi’cat many cities were founded by Avanti-Verma 
and his family ; — ^his minister likewise Followed 
his examplo, and was, moreover, a munificent 
patron of the learned. 

The reign of this monarch was rendered still 
more remarkable by a famine, consequent on the 
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rivers overflowing tiieir banks and inundating the 
surrounding country, thus ruining the crops, and 
submerging numerous villages. The dearth 
became so dreadful at last, that the country was 
rapidly becoming dcx)opulated. After ten years 
of simering^ the evil was remedied by the inge- 
nuity ‘of one Sujjya, whose birth was said to be 
very mysterious. Receiving several bags of 
specie fl*om the royal trcasuiy, he proceeded in a 
boat to all the places where the water was col- 
lected, and in each spot threw a bag of coin. The 
villagers, tempted by the money, combined to 
effect its recovery, for which purpose they blocked 
up the channel of the Vitasta (i. e. the Jhc- 
lum) where it issues from the mountains, the 
banks being there almost contiguous. They then 
drained the laud, *aud the irregular passages 
being cleared, the dyke was broken down, when 
the river .burst forth ^vith an impetus propor- 
tioned to its dong confinement, rushing into its 
old chaimel, and into various new ones, and 
fertilizing the country. To provide against the 
recurrence of the former calamity, dykes and 
canals were constructed, so that the. waters were 
distributed equally and plentifully throughout 
^e kingdom. Soojjya being abundantly recom- 
pensed for his labours, <twas enabled to perpetuate 
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his honomed name by founding fhc city of 
Soojjyapoor, on the banks of the Yitasta, near the 
place where it first issues. 

Avauti-Yerma commenced his reign a.d. 876, 
and ruled till his death, about twenty-eight 
years subsequent to his accession., I will not 
particularize any more of the Hindoo * kings, 
but after dwelling a little on a few of the most 
important jioints copnected with ancient Kash- 
mii‘, I will proceed to the Moliainifiodan sove- 
reigns. 

There is no doubt tliat Kashmir was well 
known in the days of Herodotus and Alexander, 
under the names Kaspapyrus, and Abisams, and 
it is very probable that the kingdom extended 
in those days beyond the confines of the mere 
valley, and its mountainous boimdary. ^ I will not 
enter into any disquisitions regarding the change 
of name, though it T^ould be a very simple task 
to point out the Istiiking afiinities to be traced 
even in the nomenclature ; nor will I dwell on 
its limits in the days of Herodotus and Alexander, 
since it would be necessary to devote a volume to 
the subject,, if I hoped to do it justice in any way. 
I refer the reader for further particulars to 
Api>endix YIII. of Professor Wilson’s erudite 
essay, Yol. XY. “Asiatic xtesearches. ” I have my- 
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self repeatedly obsdrvedfthe references made by 
Herodotus to Kaspatyrus, and the yarious data of 
situation, &c., would be highly convincing to any 
reasonable mind, as to the striking analogy be- 
tween the place of which he writes, and Kashmir. 
Strabo, Arrian, Quintus Curtius and Diodorus 
SiculuT?, evidently rtifer to Kashmir, or its imme- 
diately n(*ighbouring districts, in their writings, 
which I will leave the readout to consult, and pro- 
ceed to say a few words on the religion of the 
country in the olden time. 

This was originally the Ophite, or snake-wor- 
ship, but as I have before remarked, there is a 
striking analogy between this creed and the Hin- 
doo, and the Nugas arc certainly included in the 
orthodox Hindoo Pantheon. At all events, in 
process ot^ time the genuine religion of Siva was 
engrafted on the original ancient superstition, 
and the liuddliist religion preceded the full 
IBroliminical ftrith, aiid the introduction of castes. 
About the period of Damod^ra’s reign, the creed 
of Buddha prevailed, and under the Tartar princes 
who subsequently roignejd, Kashmir became a 
Buddha country. After the last of •this race of 
. Tartars, the throne was filled by one who inclined 
to the Brahininical tenets, and though for a long 
time the Buddhist faith was not extirpated, it 
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declined rapidly, until at^last ithe genuine Hindoo 
religion, or the exclusive worship of Siva and his 
Sduiti (or consort) prevailed, and lluddliaism was 
at an end. After the Mohammedan conquest of 
Kashmir, the inhabitants became chiefly Mussul- 
mans ; and now the followers of* M^ioinct far 
out-number those of Brahma, even sin<?c the 
Sciklis in then* turn took possession of the pro- 
vince. 

Tlic exact date of the first subjugation of Kash- 
mir by the Mohammedan power is uncerfiiin, but 
tlio province was attacked and ravaged as ejirly os 
A.D. 1012, by the great Sultan Mahmoud of Ghuzni. 
After tliis, a long suc(jession of Tartar princes of 
the Chug, or Chagatay tribe, governed Kashmir 
till A.D. 1580, when it was subdued by the great 
A^bar, and remained subjedf to the Moguls of 
Delhi until Ahmed Shah Abdali, the sovereign of 
Kabool and founder "of the Duraimy. Dyhasty, 
conquered the whofo province, and •annexed it to 
the kingdom of Affghanist4n, in the year a.d. 
1754. During this dynasty, Kashmir was go- 
verned by viceroys, and^ when the Abd^li power 
began to tottyr, about the year 1809, the Governor 
of Kashmir was one of the first to claim the 
sovereignty of the beautiful valley, on the plea 
that Jbe had long performed the functions, and 
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held the power of tm isdepesdent pirmoe. The 
viceroy, or SoubadAr^ of the province in 1809 
one Mohammed A aim Kh&n, who seeing the 
X>ower of his legitimate sovereign on the wane in 
Affghanist&n, threw off the yoke altogether, and 
set his master at defiance in his mountain-rSj. 
In 1816, a powerful force from Kabool attempted 
■fibie recovery of Kashmir, but was compelled to 
retreat with disgrace and great loss — in conse- 
quence of ‘treachery, according to most accounts. 

In 1819, Bunjeet Singh, Maha-Bajah of the 
Seikh nation, sent Dewdn Chund with an army, 
which finally effected the conquest of Kashmir, 
and several portions of the country in its imme- 
diate vicinity. In 1820, Mohammed Azim Khan 
deputed two persons to Delhi, with overtures of 
aUianoe to the British Government, earnestly 
praying that the valley mi^t be taken under its 
protection.. This proposal ‘ was rejected by the 
Government, and the sovereign of Lahore kept 
undisturbed possession of Kashmir till the wars 
of the IMmj&b terminated the Seikh power, and 
the Seil^ nation and Seildi kingdom were vmi- 
qui^ed by the British arms. The lovely valley, 
so famed as the earthly Paradise from the olden 
tiskes of distant ages, was then sold for filthy 
lucre,*’ by the Honourable John Company, to its 



msioBT OF BAflmnH. 173. 

present rapacious upuEuite^) Miilia>£&jah Gool&b 
Singh. 

1 have but cursorily glanced, in the above his- 
torical sketch, at the comparatively modem history 
of the valley, because it is so much better kno^m 
than the ancient Hindoo records o£ ^e province, 
and I have been forced to husband the little*spaoe 
I have to devote to this interesting topic. 1 
could write pages on ^ages descriptive of the pomp 
and state o^ Kashmir, during the reigns of the 
Mogul princes, — ^thfe Adonis husband-lover, the 
gallant Jehanghir,* who succeeded the origmal 
conqueror, his father, the great Akbar;t — Shah 
Jehan,$ who improved and beautified the valley, 
adding magnificent palaces of architectural beauly 
to the natural loveliness of the lovely country ; 
—and Aurungzeb,§ the mighty “ Alunfghir ” of 
history, who followed the example of his ancestors 
in regarding Kashmh as a favouritq summer 

* Jehanghir sat on the throne of Delhi firom 1605 to his 
death, in 1628. 

f This prince, the greatest of all the sovereigns of Delhi, 
was bom at Amerkote, in 1542, proclaimed Emperof in 1556, 
and died at Agra in 1605. 

{ Shah Jehaif ascended the throne of Ddhi in 1628, and 
died in 1658. 

§ Aumngzeb reigned almost half a centniy, dying the 2l8t 
Fehniary, 1707. 
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resort, which the haugl^ty Mogul emperors might 
justly take a pride in adorning, though to a true 
lover of the picturesque such artificial emheUish- 
mcnts could in no way add to the native beauty 
of this, the second Eden. 

But *I must not dwell on these later days, for 
they are doubtless familiar to the majority of 
readers, — and now having completed my proposed 
historical sketch to the best of my ability, I shall 
bid fare^vcll for ever to the sweet Yalley of 
Bomance. 
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JOURNEY FROM TEE PUNJAB TO BOMBAY. 


CHAFIEB I. 

Though tlac joxmiey from the noi*th India to 
Bombay is over trayelled ground, it may not be 
uninteresting to subjoin an account of the route, 
and to give a cursory description of the far-famed 
caves of Ellora and Ajunta. I kept a “ Joiumal” 
dvu'ing my long march from the north-west to the 
south-west of Hindostan ; but as there may not bo 
sufficient interest in the details of travelling through 
such well-known countries, I will merely draw up a 
short sketch of the sa^d journey. 

I left Julundliur, i^en route ffxr England,) about 
the 29th of January, T852, and a ddh of horses 
and palanquin carriages conveyed mo expeditiously 
to Agra. “ Probett and Company” have exUoUent 
travelling conversances, ’and the speed on the 
grand trunk ^soad now averages ton miles an 
•hour ; the luxurious traAxdlcr reclining (if he so 
wishes, ) as comfortably as in a bed, the interior of 
the carriage being fitted up for the purpose. 

H 2 
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I need not say anything of a city so well known 
as Agra, though its splendid edifices, — ^the Taj 
Mahal, the Fort, the Moteo Musjid,* &c., &c., 
— scarcely deserve to be passed over in silence. I 
have no doubt, however, they are as familiar to the 
reader as myself. 

On the 5th of February, I left Agra for Indore, 
the capital of Malwa, and the residence of Maha- 
Hajah Hurry Rao Holkar, the sovereign of Mai w^. 
At Agra, the grand trunk road branches off to 
Calcutta, while the Indore route is rocky, sandy, 
and comparatively uncivilized. A great propor- 
tion of the road is across a country totally 
uninhubittHl, or infested with dakoitsA The 
people are Malirattas, a wild and warlike race. 
Tlu‘ gt'noral aspect of the country between Agi*a 
and Gwalior, before entering the bomt fide 
Mahratta districts, is bare and uninteresting, 
and s(;veriJ small hills stud the melancholy-looking 
wastes of -hiTul. Low shrubs dot the jungle here 
and there, but trees are scarce. Tigers, panthers, 
wolveSj tind bears, arc said to roam at largo through- 
out the CTitire district between Agra and Indore, 
and th(i ddkoitces that occur arc finquent. While 
travelling “Dak,’’ in the year. 1848, I was myself 
robbed of several valuables ; — two of my pittdrahs 
* The Pearl Mosque. f Gangs of robbers. 
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(boxes) were carried off ♦by night, the cowardly 
, bearers running away, and leaving the property 
under their charge to its fate. On account of the 
great scarcity of villages, it is impossible to post 
relays of bearers on this road, and the only way of 
travelling is to go from Dak-Bumgulow to Dak- 
Bungalow, taking a set of bearers, (from tllirty to 
fifty,) from Agra. Ilcmembcring all I had suffered 
on my last i;rip of this kind, I did my utmost to 
circumvent the road in some ingenious manner or 
other. I verily believe I wrote to every Post- 
Master in upper India, but found all my projected 
routes miserable failures. My only remaining 
resource was to purchase a carriage, fitted up for 
travelling, in which I could place my nightly 
couch when requisite ; — sending this on to Agra, 
I overtook it there. My “ camp” I despatched to 
Asseergurh, nearly a hundred miles beyond Indore ; 
and as it left the PunjS,b in November,* I h5ped to 
find my horses fresh and frisky, fcd my people 
prepared by their long rest, to encounter the 
“ forced marching ” in store for us, as ^on as I 
should rejqin them. I scached Indore on the 17th 
of February* having performed the journey from 
Agra in twelve days, inclusive of three days’ 
at the Ghralior Presidency, and three more at 
Seepree, where I had been kindly invited by 
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Captain M — and ■'liis wife to pass a few days. 
This rapid travelling — ^rapid iadeed for these 
uncivilized regions — coidd not have been effected 
in the ordinary mode, .or in any other than the one 
I adopted. Armed with magisterial Purwannahs, 
I went as fair as Goonah, about half-way from 
Agra ft) Indore, in my carriage drawn by bullocks, 
and from Goonah to Indore, I rode the horses of 
the Mahratta cavalry, which arc stationed every 
five miles along the greater part of this road. 
Numerous were my accidents and misadventures, 
both in the carriage and on horseback; the bullocks 
wore frequently wild and unaccustomed to har- 
ness, and the horses totally unused to a side-saddle, 
or a lady’s habit, so that I had more than one 
narrow escape during the journey. Far from 
feeling nervous, however, after an equestrian 
wrestle, I only enjoyed the ride the more fully. 
The mornings as well as the nights were cool ; — 
the moon slioho brightly, and, escorted by several 
horsemen of the Irregular Cavalry, I rode daily 
from thirty to sixty miles, instead of confining 
myself to the Dak-Bungalows along .this road, 
eighteen of which are^ built at distances meant 
♦o., constitute ordinary travelling stages.* I 
had three servants with me, who were always 
* See Appendix. 
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mounted in the same maimer &s myself. My two 
carriage-horses 1 was forced to abandon m route^ as 
they became galled and foot-sore, from the severe 
work they underwent. 

Shortly after leaving Seepree, we narrowly 
escaped an awkward accident. The. bullocks har- 
nessed to my Equirotal were ■wild and unman- 
ageable: — the coimtry we were traversing was 
hilly, and, the road, though broad, was rocky, 
and flanked by many ravines. In the middle of 
the night wo came to a very bad part, — on the 
right there was a steep declivity^ terminating in 
a horrible chasm. The lica^trong kino, infinitely 
preferring in their wilfulncss the wrong and 
dangerous path, rushed off the direct road, 

^own this declivity, and had I not most pro- 

• •• • 

videntially been awake, we should all have 
found ourselves buried under the fragments of 
the carriage, in ^the precipitous nevine which 
yawned below our feet. In less frme than it has 
taken me to write these few words, I jumped out 
of the Equirotal, and hurried to the head of the 
bullocks, — thus at the critical moment, arresting 
their headlong career, until my servants (who 
were close behind) came up, and unyoked, tha 
unruly animals. The driver, inexperienced and 
cowardly, had dexterously fled from the danger 
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at the very commencement. Every descent seemed 
alluring to these cross-grained, ill-bred creatures, 
who never saw a declivity, no matter how rocky 
or steep, but they incontinently went otf at a wild, 
mad pace, recklessly perilling my neck and my 
carriage in the most unpleasant manner, as if both 
were not of inestimable value ! 

I was rejoiced to reach Goonah, where, through 
the assistance of Captain B — ^ who commands the 
Contingent stationed there, I made the arrange- 
ments already mentioned, and accomplished the 
last one hundred and eighty miles (much more to 
my satisfaction) on ^horseback. My carriage, 
which had been repeatedly overturned, -was by 
this time broken, and imfit for further use until 
I could got it repaired by proper workmen at 
Indore ; and as I had studiously avoided bringing 
a palanquin, it was fortunate that my nerves did 
not stand in the way of my mounting strange 
horses, unused 'to European *ridors. 

I had one rather serious rencontre with a party 
of Mahrqtta Dakoits, on which occasion I think 
I may justly lay claim to having escaped solely by 
my fearless horsemanship and imwaveriiig presence 

mind. I was riding along, very early one 
morning, on a little Mahratta mare, about eighty 
miles from Indere, escorted by several troopers of 
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the Cavalry Contingent,* and^two of my own ser- 
vants. My body-guard were so arranged, that 
some rode before me, leading the way, and some 
behind. Just as the day broke, five Mahratta 
horsemen, armed to the teeth, with long spears 
in their hands, rode up to our "party, and de- 
manded in authoritative terms that the little 
mare I was riding should bo delivered up to them 
upon the ppot ! My valiant escort fled at their 
approach, and I was left to settle accounts with 
these wild horsemen in the best way I could. 
Even had they been ambassadors* from the O'wner 
of the steed, I could not have complied with 
their rcQuest, however politely urged, as I had* 
no other available means of reaching the nearest 
halting-place. But as it was, these men,— so 
ferocious in aspect, so*bcllicose in word and ges- 
ture, — I had never beheld before ! Their long 
sharp spears, pointed at me, t^catened each 
moment death and destruction. IVice I managed 
to break through the lawless band, and manoeuvre 
my horse through the ring they formed around 
me, and twice was I again surrounded, and nearly 
overcome by the overwhelming number of my 
enemies. I made my little steed lash out bqforse 
and behind, to prevent tljp too near approach of the 
spears, and fortunately for me, the ,^nimal was 

H 3 
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too full of life and vice tcf require mucli promp ting 
to rear, and plunge, and kick. Bepeatedly tke 
five spears narrowly grazed either me or my 
gallant grey, but after nearly ten minutes of 
desperate Jung^* I succeeded in dashing through 
the Ksts of ydld horsemen, and with the aid of 
whip and spur, rode fairly away. My escort, who 
had so gallantly and courageously loft mo to my 
fate, slunk into camp long after I was safely 
housed. They had the* grace to look heartily 
ashamed of themselves, and 1 humanely spared 
them the many sarcasms their pusillanimity de- 
served. I reported the whole affair to the proper 
authorities, and I sincerely trust the lawless 
miscreants were caught, and duly punished for 
such an unheard of attack in the protected States, 
where, though robberies ' are frequent, personal 
violence is rarely attempted. 

I had another narrow escape on the follow- 
ing evening, my enemy on tliis occasion being 
a panther. It was just sunset, and having dis- 
tanced my attendant troopers, by taking a longer 
and a harder gallop thai^ their steeds or their 
nerves permitted, I was not at all charmed to see 
^ huge panther, or some such wild beast, (a 
hughurra the natives callj^d it subsequently,) ap- 

Wax — ^battle. 
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proacliing me from tno 'vral&te land to my left. 
For a long time ho lay crouching behind a bush, 
apparently awaiting my coming up. My steed was 
exhausted by the long gallop he had had, and ap- 
peared a little lame. Neither persuasive nor coer- 
cive measures could at first induce him to accelerate 
his pace, so I turned my thoughts to the*hope of 
escape offered by the jungly expanse on my right, 
purposing .to strike off across coimtry,^and having 
circumvented the ^foe lying in wait, to return to 
the road a mile or so in advance. But my plans 
were frustrated almost as soon as formed, for not 
a hundred yards distant appeared a second wild 
animal, •horribly like a tiger, which stood eyeing* 
me steadfastly as I hesitated on the road ! Despair 
made mo bold, — with^ sudden energy J[ urged *011 
my halting steed, and escaped both the wild 
denizens of the jun^o at once, though haw I was 
so fortunate as to SLCcomplisb this,. I ^ouldfind it 
impossible now to describe.* 

The country between Gwalior and Indore wears 
the same desolate aspect as the tract betvteen Agra 
and Gwalior. The landscape is studded with 
hills, as bjfrren as the plain, and low shrubs are 

* Probably the horse scented the tiger, and became as 
alarmed as his rider. He snorted in apparent terror when 
the enemy came in sight. 
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scattered liere and* tihere, williont trees or grass 
to lend refreshing verdiire to the scene. 

Unless Euclid was aU wrong, when he labori- 
ously propounded that “ any two sides of a tri- 
. angle arc greater than the third,” I had no busmess 

at Gwalior; supposing I meant to reach Indore by 
% 

the direct route from Agra. In fact, Seepree (as 
well as Gwalior,) is all out of the way, and there is 
little to be i^pcn at either locality. For the benefit 
of those who may wish to trqvel from Agra to 
Indore, I have subjoined in the Appendix, the 
regular marches and Dak-Bungalows, &c. 

As I was detained a few days at Indore, m 
order to get my Equirotal repaired, I much re- 
gretted that illness prevented my paying a visit to 
my old haunts at Mhow, the neighbouring milh 
tary station, where I spent one year not long ago. 
It was a^s ! a year of sorro-w; and sickness, and I 
sigh to recall that sad +ime, though its gloom may 
occasionally have been chequered with fitful gleams 
of sunshine ; — transitory happiness, only to be suc- 
ceeded by more terrible misery. I mournfully 
pondered on the many chahges which had taken 
place since I last trod that very ground four long 
]ffears ago; — ^my child taken from me, and I 
now alone in this weary Vorld. “A/owc.^” — ^ah! 
how much of desolation there is in that word, when 
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one’s ^'hoiiseliold gods lie sRiyered around,” and 
the halcyon days of youth are passing away in 
melancholy isolation from all that is dear and 
hallowed to the human breast, ere its feelings and 
sympathies have become cold and dead. 

There’s not a joy the world can give, like that it takes away, 
When tho glow of early thought declines in feeling’s dulJ 
decay ; 

’Tis not on youth's smooth check tho blush alone which fades 
so fast, 

But the tender liloom of \eart is gone ere youth itself he past. 
Tlicn the few whoso sjiirits float above the wreck of happiness 
Are driven o’er the shoals of guilt or ocean of excess ; 

The magnet of their course is gone, or only points in vain 
The &horo»to which their shiver’d sail shall never stretch again. 
Though wit may flash from fluent lips, and mirth distract the 
breast, 

tlirough midnight hours thjft yield no more thetr former hope 
of rest; 

’Tis but as ivy leaves aroijpLd the ruin’d turret wreath. 

All green and wildly fresh without, ljut ^orn and grey 
beneath. 

Oh ! CQuld I feel as I ha/oe felt, or be what I have been, 

Or weep as I could once have wept, o’er many a vimish’d 
scene ; 

As springs, in deserts found, seem sweet, all brackish though 
they bo, ^ 

So, midst the withered waste of life, those tears would flowtome ’/ 

Can there be anything in the English language 
more beautiful and more exquisitely trm than 
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these lines? They* are true indeed, and those 
■who have passed through the fiery ordeal o^ sorrow 
and trial must keenly appreciate all the melan> 
choly fidelity of the* utter desolation depicted in 
those touching stanzas, and feel that he who wrote 
them must ha^c suffered, and suffered deeply. 
Would that J could “feel as I have felt, and he 
what I have been.” Helm! Mias! all retrospec- 
tions arc worse than vain:— ‘better to. “be that 
^ ^ ' 

light, unmeaning thing, that smiles with all and 
weeps with none.” 

But my mournful reminiscences have induced nie 
to treat Malwa very unceremoniously, in breaking 
■ off my description of the country. There.is, how- 
ever, but little to add to the account, and I will 
wind up with a few words^ regarding the climate. 
According to my experience, Gwalior, Seepree 
and Goonah, Avith all the intermediate coun- 
try, arc very ho^. Th^ temporajiure was as high in 
February in those rocky tratfts, as it is in the Pun- 
j^ib six weeks later. But Mhow is certainly one 
of the coolest and pleasantest stations in India, 
for, though little of cold ‘weather ■visits it, the 
great extreme of heat is almost equally unknown. 

L observed very large herds of antelopes, ra^vine 
deer,* and the spotted doer, bounding along the 

* The QazcUo species. Those doer are smaller thqn ordi-< 



THE PHNJAId TO BOMBAY. 


189 


jungly wastes of the Gw^or andMahrattadistricts, 
and often these beautiful and graceful creatures 
crossed my path within twenty yards of my horse. 

Before proceeding to Ajunta, I will give a cur- 
sory account of the Mahrattas, once a formidable 
and warlike tribe. 

Tlio original Mahratta State comprehended a 
large tract of country, including Kandcish, 13bg- 
lana, and ,a part of llcrar, extending to tho north- 
west as far as the Nerbudda. These were districts 
of great natural strength, being interspersed with 
strong-holds, mountain fastnesses, and deep defiles, 
admirably adapted to defensive warfiire. But 
thougli j;ho Malirattas were a numerous nation,* 
little mention is made of them in Indian History, 
till tho reign of Aurungzeb, in tho seventeenth 
century. Probably tho country was divided into 
little principalities and chiefdoms, which, though 
never subJuyatedh^i^G neighbouring Mohammedan 
sovereigns, were, in ‘all probabilfty, more or less 
controlled by, or dependent upon them. Tho Mus- 
sulman writers were notoriously jealous^, of every 
thing pertaining to the Hindoos, so probat)ly 
avoided all mention of these tribes. The first 

nary antelopes ; the colour of the fur is much darker, hrovm 
instead of fawn-colour ; tho Lead is more beautiful, and the 
large black eyes more full and melting. 
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Maliratta chieftaiii) Who formed the separate prin- 
cipalities into an empire, was Sevajee, who was 
bom in a.d. 1628, and died in 1680. He ex- 
tended his kingdom to the range of hills that form 
the boundary of the Concqp, and from Surat along 
the sea-coast te the neighbourhood of Goa, which 
was then a Portuguese settlement of importance. 
He was succeeded by his son Sambajee, who stiU 
further increased his dominions, but falling into 
Aumngzeb’s hands, he was killed only nine years 
subsequent to liis father’s death. It was the son 
of this potentate,* by name Sahoo, who originated 
the anomalous description of government which 
’prevailed under the “Peshwas.” The Pajah Sahoo, 
a weak-minded prince, on his accession, delegated 
the whole of liis sovereign^ power to a BndmuQ 
from the alien State of the Concan, who had been 
the Commandant of a large body of horse during 
the latter pdHioji of Iqs grandft^er’s reign. This 
man, Balajee Bishnath by hame, was appointed 
Peshwa, and all orders and details of goyermneut 
issjj^cd dn;ectly from him, as the chief of the king- 
dom. Tliis priest militant possessed an unbounded 
ascendancy over the mind of the imbeefte monarch, 
£fnd-from that time to the dismemberment of the 
empire, the Peshwas wcie regularly installed by 
the Bajah, who became a sovereign only in name, 
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being in point of fact detained d prisoner at Sattara, 
a strong.hiU-fortress in the province of Becjapore. 
For more than a century, the descendants of 
Sevajee, the founder of the Mahratta emihre, wore 
successively imprisoned by their soi-disant deputies. 
The form of government was quite ‘farcical, as far 
as the nominal sovereigns were concerned ; — the 
Peshwa, on succeeding to office, repaii’od to 
Sattara, to receive from his powerless ,royal cap- 
tive the robe of inv.estiturc, (the khilaut, or dress 
of honour,) nor did he ever take the field without 
seeking an audience of his enslaved master. There 
were some privileges still attached to the country 
surrounding the regal city of Sattara, by way of 
royal immunities, and the prisoner-sovereign was 
lodged in the splendid ipisery of royal ^tato-and 
pomp. 

The son of Balajcq Bishnath, by name Balajee 
Bajerow, usurped iji his turn the v/hofe authority 
without any difficulty, as Bane, Sahoo Bajah’s suc- 
cessor, was likewise an imbecile prince. The 
empire extended greatly during the -Peshwa 
dynasties, a:^d from beihg a nation whose insigni- 
ficant name'' and extent it is difficidt to trace 
during the first century of its existence, it became 
so important and powerfill, that it subjugated or 
laid under heavy tribute the whole of the Deccan 
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and South, of Hindustan. The sea hounded the 
empire to the cast and west ; the north of the 
dominions reached to Agra, while Cape Comorin 
was the southern limit. The Mahrattas ravaged 
Bengal, and by force of arms wrested from the 

Portuguese the strong-hold of Bassein and the 

island of Salsettc. 

Balajee Bajerow died in 1761. As the office of 
Peshwa was dcclart;d by him« to be heijaditary, he 
was succeeded by his descendants during many 
successive generations. The famous Ahmed Shah 
Abdali, the sovereign of Kabool, gave the first 
check to the power of the Mahrattas, by defeating 
them in a desperate battle,* on the. 17th of 
January, 1761; after which, for-ncai'ly fifteen 
their predatory incursions to the nortli pf 
the Nerbudda were disoontin,ued. There were 
many intestine conflicts carried on between the 
years 1772- an^ 1782, which^ended disastrously 
for tho Mahiutta empire.* But in 1784, the 
Mahratta chiefs made war against the petty inde- 
pendent.Statcs which bordered along their western 
frontier, and subdued each successively. In 1786- 
86, they were obliged to conclude a disadvantageous 
peace with Tippoo, with whom they had foolishly 
embroiled themselves ; ^and thus they forfeited 
* The Battle of Paniput. 
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many of their fairest possessions, till m 1790 they 
regained them once more, through their alliance 
with the British Govemment. In 1802, the 
Peshwa (Bajerow II.) was obliged to talce refuge 
in flight, when Jeswunt Bao Holkar’s* army 

totally defeated the allied forces ’of the Peshw^ 
and Dowlct Ilao Scindia.f * The refugee proceeded 
to Basscin in December of that year, and there 
entered into a treaty .with the East India Company. 
The federal empire was, by this treaty, virtually 
abolislicd, and in its place arose the independent 
States of Poona! i, Scindia, Nagpoor, Ilolkar and the 
Gwicowar.ij: In the following year. General Wei- 

* Mulhar Rao lEolkar, of the Doongur or Shcjiherd tribe, 
was the founder of the Ilolkar dynasty in Malwa. Ho was 
bom in 1693, and rose to ei^inenge under the JtfS<Kwa*bf 
the Mahrattas. He died in 1768 or 1769. Jeswunt llao 
Holkar (mentioned in the text) was an illegitimate descendant. 

f The founder of this race was Jyapa Scindia, the Servant of 
the first Peshwa, originally raised to power by his master. 
Howlet Rao Scindia was a descendant, and succeeded to the 
territory of Oojein, which fell into the power of the first of 
the race, in 1794. The Scindia race were MahraUas. 

X A Mahratta chieftain, •known by the family name of 
* * Gwicowar, ’ * ^ Gaikwdd in the Mahratta tongue. ) Baroda was 
tho capital of his dominions. The rise of the Gwicowar’s 
power was almost contemporaneous with that of the PesJiwa. 
The first of this race who attaSued to sovereignty, was a PaUl^ 
or managing proprietor of a village, by name Fillajee Gwicow&r, 
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lesley (the Duke of ’Wellingtoii) restored the 
capital of his dominions to the fugitive Pcshwa, 
and British forces kept his people in subjection for 
him. The final fall of the Pcshwa, and the entire 
dissolution of the Mahratta confederacy, were en- 
tirely owing to tfie insane hatred which the restored 
fugitive entertained to-^l^ards the power which had 
reinstated him, — his intrigues at almost every 
court in Inc^, proving him tc ho an incorrigihle 
plotter against the British Government. His 
savage attempt to murder Mr. Elphinstone in 1817 
was succeeded hy hostilities, which ended in 
making him once more ^ruined fugitive. A pro- 
tracted war with all its attendant horrors, its 
enormous military expenditure and loss of revenue, 
appoared to ho the unwelcome prospect before thp 
British Government, as the wily fugitive frustrated 
every attempt at capture, even after he had been 
obliged to abandon tho Bajah (jf Sattara and his 
fiunily, whom lie had seized', and forced to accom- 
pany him in his erratic flights from one end of his 
former empire to the other. At last, in 1818, he 
voluntarily surrendered to Bir John M^colm, who 

who. raised himself by stratagems and artifices to power, in 
much the same way as did hi^ superior, the Peshwa. The 
Gwicowar dynasty was first politically noticed by the British 
Government in 1782. 
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at that time commanded in MalwS., on condition of 
receiving a yearly pension of eight lacs of rupees 
(jG 8,00*0 sterling) ; — ^his dominions were then 
sequestrated, and his power annulled. He ended 
his life in a palace on the banks of the Ganges, 
near Cawnpoor, passing his last yeafs in eflfcminate 
idleness and disgraceful debauchery. 

Thus fell the Mahratta empire, and the Mah- 
ratta peasantry ha^e still a pride in recounting 
the past glories of their ancestors, an5 still betray 
latent spaiks of militaiy fire and ambition. No 
territory in the whole length, and breadth of 
Hindostan boasted of so many strong-holds as did 
the fallen empire of tliisl^elligorent people. Ex- 
clusive of the fortresses still held by tlie petty 
chiefs, or Jaghir-dars, who, at the time of the ojitire 
dismembonnont of the dominions of theTcshwa, 
were permitted by the Company to retain their 
Jaglieers, there were nearly two Jh-undro^ strong- 
holds scattered over 'the country*under the Mah- 
ratta sway in 1817. For fear of those proving the 
lurking-places of banditti or rebels, the majority 
of them have been dismantled or entirely levelled. 

I may nhw proceed with my journey, as I have 
digressed long enough en route. 

The distance from Indore to Ajunta is one 
hundred and ninety-two miles. Unlike the high 
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roads of the Bengal Presidency, this route is 
rooli^ and bad, and most ruinous to the springs 
of oaniages, with the exception of the first 
seyenty miles, which are in tolerably good re- 
pair. The entire country is covered with low 
hills ^ oultivatioti is more scanty, and the popu- 
lation apparently far less numerous than in 
the Jess hilly and jungly districts. The Simrole 
(Jhftt is passed at the thirteenth mile from Indore. 
This Ghut or Pass descends through the rocky 
hills to a level much below Mulwa, and is well 
'Worth seeing. The scenery is very wild, and the 
descent steep and weeded. The difference of 
'temperature is quite perceptible by the time the 
foot of the (Ihi,t is attained, and I found the heat 
mqot oppressive. I performed the first hundred 
and three miles by bullock-d&k, travelling day 
^and night in my comfortable carriage. At As- 
seergurh T found my camp, and the plan I then 
adopted was to fide and drive alternately, accord- 
‘ing' to my fimcy, and the particular circumstances 
<^i^‘time and road, travelling on an average 
|fi^m .twenty to thirty miles per diem. My 
loi^ 'Camp with the numerous retinue of servants 
kept up with mo imcomplainingly, though the 
majority had to aceomphsk all the forced marches 
foot. The buUocks were changed once or twice 
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eadi day. I found the jotimey a most plea- 
surable altogether, in spite of my soUtude 

and the great beat of the low hilly districts I had 
to traverse. Kot long after passing Asseergurh, 
my camel-men walked off with their camels in 
the most cool and collected manner* decamping at 
the same time with all the advance nay tliey had 
received. I had no time to delay, and was forced 
to put all jny baggage iu hackeries,^ (bullook- 
carts,) changing them at every town or larger 
village, as the only way of carrying out my plan 
of “ forced marches.” I suffered greatly from con- 
stant fatigue and want of gleep, the intense heat 
preventing my travelling much by day, and the 
jolting consequent on the rociy nature of the 
route banishing sleep too often by night, .‘'veaii- 
though I reclined in my carriage as comfortably 
as on the most luxurious couch. These districts 
must bo fully ten degrees hotter than dny part of 
Upper India. I rcmU'mber at a* place called 
Bodur, about forty miles beyond Asscergurh, in^ 
the Dak-Bungalow there, feeling the .heat abso- 
lutely prostrating. A hot blast blew from morn- 
ing to night, 'and I lay on the couch exhausted 
by the feverishness induced by the very high tern-: 
perature. A perfect^Simodln raged out of doors, and 
as there were no Tatties to the house, tlie scorching 
•rind seemed to wither every vital energy. 
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The only town. *of any interest after leaving 
Indore, is Boorh^poor, whilom a &motis city, 
the ancient capital of the !Kandcish Province. It 
is situated on a fine plain on the north-west bapk 
of the Tuptee Eiver ; latitude 21® 19' N., longi- 
tude 7^ 18'^E. About fifteen miles to the south- 
east is*a range of hills that separate Kandeish from 
Berar. B^rhanpoor is one of the best built cities 
in the Dcccan. Most of the houses are constructed 
of brick, three stories high, with pretty facades 
framed in wood, and are invariably roofed with 
tiles. The Tuptee is a clear and beautiful stream of 
no great depth. On a high bank, close to the river, 
the Port and Palace of its ancient sovereigns is 
still to bo seen in extensive ruins. The Jumma 
Mii§jid is a fine pile of masonry constructed of grey 
stone, in a style peculiar to this part of India. 
Aqueducts amply su^iply the city with water. 

There is a manufacture here of turbans and a 

r 

sort of wrapper or shawl (the Dd-puttah) which is 
very handsome. It is a fabric almost transparent, 
with 4 fringe and border of gold ; the colours of 
the stuff are principally cpurple and scarlet. The 
price of the tmbans (“ puggree ”)_is from seven 
to fifteen rupees each, and of the Dd-puttahs from 
ten to forty rupees, according to the depth of the 
gold-border. 

Boorhanpoor was taken, with the rest of th« 
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Kandeish Province, by tbo Mahrattas about a. d. 
1760, ^during the vice-royalty of Islam Khan. 
Since that period Kandeish has been progressively 
decaying. In 1803 the British army captured 
the Provipee, but afterwards surrendered it- to 
Scindia, However, it subsequently again fell into 
the Company’s hands, like almost aU the native 
States of Ilindostan.* 

Very fine grapes are grown in thg vicinity of 
Assoergurh, Boor^anpoor, and even as far down as 
Aurungabad. At or near Assoergurh, the direct 
road from Agra to Bombay follows a duo southerly 
direction ; I verged to the eastward, however, in 
order to visit the famous caves of Ajunta and 
EUora. 

, I reached Ajunta on the night of th#* -QSth 
February, after a long and difficult ride through 
the hilly country, which leads to the town. The 
proper name .is* “ Ajayanti,’’ .which signifies 

* The period of the British acquisition of Eaudeish -was in 
1818. The sovereign power of the Peshwa, to whom thin 
Pro’vdnce belonged, was annihilated in the wars «f 1817-18, 
^^ch proved likewise so frftal to the Mahratta Empire. The 
whole of the* Peshwa’ s dominions were then incorporated 
with tho British States, with the exception of Sattara, which 
was given to the former This State lies to the cast 

of tho great western Ghats, and west of the Nizam’s domi- 
nions. 
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^ “the difficult or impregnable Pass.” This quondam 
“ town’’ is a mere .village now, but there are some 
traces yet visible of greatness and importance 
long past. The immediate ascent to Ajunta is 
a wide road, lately completed. The town 
stands on a table-land, at about two miles distance 
from the Ghdt. At its northern entrance, there is 
an octagonal Scrfi,i, of very striking appearance, 
and about six miles distant, are the caves I have 
alluded to, and of which I shall presently give a 
succinct account, though doubtless many an abler 
pen has already detailed their wonders. The Pass 
which has christened Ajunta, leads through the 
Berar \ mountains, fifty-three miles N.., by E. 
from Aurungabad ; latitude 20° 34' N., longitude 
75.° E. The best way to reach the Caves 
would be to proceed there straight fi’om Eard^- 

* Berar is a Isxgc province of the Deccan, situated between 
the nineteenth and ^twentieth degrees of latitude. On the 
north, it is bounded by Kandcish, and Malwu ; on tlio south, 
by Aurungabad and Boeder ; to the east lies the province of 
Gundwona ; and Kandcish and Aurungabad extend aloi^ the 
west. Berar Proper is an elevated valley, ascended by ^ 
cliain of Ghats, or mountain Passes. It was oimo a separate 
Raj or kingdom, but its glory has departed long years ago. It 
formed (and perhaps forms still) a portion of the Kiz&m’s 
dominions, one of the few remaiiiing bond fide Princes in the 
East. 
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pore,* a small village bimed in the jungle. The 
caves are but three miles tbence, (to the cast of 
Ajimta,) and a very tolerable road lias been marked 
out for the benefit of travellers. Wild beasts are 
said to infest the whole of this country, and in the 
neighbourhood of the Caves theyjiscd to be very 
numerous, only a few years ago. Even to this diiy, 
night- travelling is considered dangerous. There is 
a foot-pat]i hiadingfrom Ajunta to the excavations, 
only tliree miles in length, shortening the distance 
by the road to one-half. This way is said to be 
particularly unsafe, as tigers inhabit the dense 
jungle, through which the lonely path has been cut. 
I was t^otainod at Ajunta till near sunset^ on thb 
evening I had fixed upon for my visit to the caves, 

but in spite of the lading light, I resolved, to 

• • • ^ ^ 

proceed. I had not gone above a mile, when a 
gentleman rode up to mo, and introduced himself 
as Captain R — of the Pomb^y infantry, who 
was surveying the district. ApMogizing for the 
intrusion, ho begged I would not think of risking 
my life by proceeding to the caves at so It^tcan hour; 

-assuring me that two men had been recently 
killed on tliat very path by a tiger, and that similar 
accidents were of melancholy frequency. On 

* Fardarporo is passed five miles before reaching Ajunta. It 
is situated at the foot of the steep ascent of the Ghat. 

I 2 



202 


ADYENTUEES OP A LADY. 


hearing this, I half promised to turn my steps 
towards FarcUirpore, and to defer my projected 
visit to the caves imtil the following morning ; my 
friendly monitor then rode away. When I reached 
the path, however, which diverges towards the 
Caves, I changed'my mind, and resolved (perhaps 
somewhat recklessly) to pursue my original plan, 
r had a numerous escort of servants, Chuprassies 
and guides, and they implored me not to run so 
great a risk, — hut I was exhausted with fatigue, and 
knowing my camp was awaiting mo at the caves, 

I determined to follow my own counsel, and brave 
the tigers. We hadno torches, and the night was 
pitchy dfi^k. I confess that my heart sank, when 
1 heard the trees in the thick jungle around us 
rustling, and the whisper of “Bagh! bfighP 
(tigers) running through my trembling party, but 
I listlessly pursued my way, too weary and too 
inditferent tb feel any scriou,s alarm. One 
unhappy man, wlio was a straggler, never reached 
the Camp, and it is to be feared he fell a victim, — 
for what wore supposed to be his mouldering bones 
were subsequently discovered on an adjacen^l 
wooded eminence. My presiding stars were 
however more propitious, and despite of my 
temerity, I reached the cavbs in safety, before ten 
o’clock, p.m. 
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There being no space in the vicinity to piteh 
large tents, such as are indispensable to travelling 
in the plains, I appropriated one of the subterranean 
dwellings as my domicile pro tempore. The ghost of 
departed deities did not haunt my slumbers, which 
were sound and dreamless, as* those of wearied 
travellers generally are, when fortunate enough to 
find a bed to repose upon. “ Tired nature’s sweet 
restorer”^ visited my pillow, though the natives 
superstitiously shuddered when they saw me place 
my bed near a monstrous Idol, and fasten my 
mosquitoc-curtains with the aid of the various 
digits and noses in the neighbourhood ! 

Early next morning I made the roun^ of the 
far-famed Caves, and had I not omitted to bring 
^my sketch-book, I should have taken drawings of 
one or more. The latter *part of the paCh to the 
excavations follows the bed of a river at presentdry, 
but which becomes*8wollen and^impassable in the 
rains. This river flows betweeh nearly perpen- 
dicular hills, apparently parted for its especial 
oonvenience. The caves are found about midway 
|ip the ridge, on the right hand ; and as the shape 
of this paA of the hiUy range is somewhat circular, 
so* the caves — ^nearly thirty in number, separate 
and detached from eaeh other — ^present a sort of 
crescent, and arc all commanded by the eye in 
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one view from any pmnt near the centre. It is 
impossible to visit these subterranean wonders, 
and not marvel at their being — as they assuredly 
are — ^the'work of man’s hands. There are several 
compartments in each cavp, divided by massive 
stone colonnades variously' carved: — the walls 
are of stone, elaborately carved. Many of these 
caves arc thirty and forty yards in length, and 
double that in breadth. They are all yery irre- 
gular ill shape and size ; some consisting of one 
story, while others have double tiers, the outer 
facade of the upper being arched. The sculpture, 
both within and without these wondrous excava- 
tions, is very elaborate, and the whole series is a 
work of great magnitude. There are myriads of 
ligures, many of colossal dimensions, representing 
gods, men, and animals*. In one cave I observed 
a monstrous statue of a man, sculptured in a re- 
clining position, supposed to bo asleep on a couch. 
The length was tipwards of twenty feet, and the 
rest of the figure in proportion. As I viewed these 
colossal statues, I thought that the native tradi- 
tions must bo true, and that these caves had beeij, 
hewn out of the solid rock, and sculptured by men 
of different mould from the insignificant race of fhe 
present day, — in the olden time spoken of in Scrip- 
tiu*e itscll—“ There were giants on the earth in those 
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days.” There is some writiog on the stone walls, 
in two separate places, one outside, and the other 
inside *one of the caves at the further extremity 
of the range ; but these are hieroglyphics of some 
unknown or forgotten tongue, for which no inter- 
preter has been found. The characters seemed to 
me to have a remote affinity to the style of Per- 
sian caligraphy, but my cicerone scorned the sug- 
gestion. ^Thcre aip two caves entirely separate 
from the rest, and almost out of sight. I was 
assured that there is no possible approach to them. 
The footpath leading from cave, to cave is narrow 
and rocky, flanked by the precipitous face of l^e 
scarp which terminates in the rocky bed of the 
river before mentioned; but this pathway comes 
to an abrupt termination at some distance from 
the two isolated cave#. There was a little water 
just below, in a rocky basin in the bed of tjie 
river ; but 1 am tolA this ^ool dries jap as the hot 
weather advances, and even a temporary encamp- 
ment in this vicinity becomes, in consequence, 
highly inconvenient. 

.In attaining the seymith excavation of the sub- 
terranean *jrange, a narrow foot-path leads up a 
stdep rocky ascent, and dismounting here, as the 
night was so dark, I walked up. There is shelter' 
for cattle in the outer compartmmits of the seventh 
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cave. Further on ^ere is no possible way for a 
horse. 

There is a good deal of painting in several of the 
subterranean chambers representations of flowers 
as well as of gods, men, deer, horses, and many 
other things. In several places, this painting is 
but little defaced ; while in others, time has rudely 
destroyed every Ungering trace of beauty. In 
one cave, I saw a large frame pf canvas, on which 
Major Gill 'v^as drawing frc-similes of the decorated 
walls, by order of the East India Company. I 
was much struck with the artistic skill displayed in 
the difficult andlaborioim work. During so small 
a portion of the day do the sun’s rays throw 
the requisite light on the walls, that Major GUI 
l)ut Uttlo timo for pursuing his and ouch 
frame of painting takes hiift two or three months. 

^In the greater number of the caves, there is 
found a moni^rous figure at the furthest extremity 
of the innermost compartmentj facing the entrance. 
In this inner chamber, there are frequently several 
other statues of gods and idols, of the'^same inor> 
dinato size. The whole range of excavations is in 
wonderful preservation, considering lj:ow many 
centuries have elapsed since the forgotten architects 
called these wondrous chambers into existence. 
The pillars are for the most part in fragments, and 
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the features or limbs of some of the figures are 
broken, off or defaced, a digit or two being 
generally wanting ; on the whole, however, the 
massive work has triumphed over time. There arc 
S(»ne trees near the bed of the river, but the lulls 
in the immediate vicinily are harsh in their out- 
line, and nearly devoid of all vegetation, save the 
scorched up turf. Here and there a bush dots the 
yellow grass, but these spots of verddre are “ few 
and far between.” 

** The mountain- grass by scorching i^ics imbrown’d. 

The sunken glen, whose wither’d shrubs must weep.^' 

Formerly Thugs* lurked in the dark recesses of 

* The Tht^gs were a notorioua class of public robbers, who 
were at one period the scourges of Hindostan. Their object 
was generally plunder, bu^ also Vccasionally the gratification 
of private revenge. The peculiar mode they adopted of mur- 
dering their victims, has distinguished then^ by the name of 
“ FhansigSrs,’' or stsanglcrs. Their sl^ and adroit metho<l 
of ensnaring hapless travellers was invariably attended with 
fatal success, while detection was impossible, or nearly so. 
So^times thdy placed a female accomplice in some secluded 
spot, if they heard of irayellers jonmeying any particular 
route ; — ^this dsyren wo^d pour forth a harrowing tale of dis- 
tress, which generally succeeded in moving the compassion of 
her auditors. If it were a single traveller, she would induce 
him to take her up bdiinlMum on his horse; then at an 
appointed spot, die would fling a noose round bis neck, and 
dragging him to the ground, letfve him to he quickly dispatched 

1 a 
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these aneient cayes, audit -was consequently unsafe 
to travel through the surrounding country. ‘Many 
murders und robberies were committed on hapless 
wayfarers, by those lawless and unscrupulous 
tribes. They are now, however, nearly extermi- 
nated throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. The wild beasts too, which so lately ranged 
these jungle hills in such alainqing numbers, have 
been decimated by powder and shot. Only a year 
ago, my rash night-march through this deep jungle 
would probably have mot with a far more tragic 
termination than a comfortable night’s repose. 

• While this work was passing through the press, 
I saw an account of the Ajunta caves, in the 2nd 
Vol. of “The Trans. Asiatic Society,” and as this 
account Hs the fix’s! ever pifidished, (nearly thirty 
years ago,) of the wonderful excavations in question, 
I thought it ijaight prove intel’csting to give a few 

by her concealed associates. TJtiey otten joined parties of 
travellers, apparently in the most innocent manner, without 
creating any suspicion, and thus followed their victims for 
weeks, perhaps, till having rcacljcd a secluded place, they 
chose a convenient time, (generally while they were cooking, 
or eating their food,) to strangle them all. They have been 
known to murder chiblren for the sake of a rupee. All 
castes M’^cro found in these demoniacal gongs. 

(Tliis note may be unnecessary to the majority of readers, 
but I liave subjoined it for the benefit of ignoi'amttaaes /) 
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extracts,, as the work in which I found the Essay, 
is not* easily procurable now. I therefore sub- 
join a few extracts, quoted ipskdma verba, from 
“ Lieut. Alexander’s Visit to the Cavern Temples 
of Ajunta.” 

** In passing a small party of the Nizam’s horse, the Dufladar 
(an inferior officer), saluted us with the customary compliment 
of Salam alicum^^ (Peace with you) ; and inquired where 
wc were golhg. I told him we proposed visiting the caves : 
to which he replied, La illah illilahJ (There is but ono Ood';, 
you will never return : for if you escape the tigers, these 
stony-hearted robbers, the Bheels, wi^i destroy you. Khodah 
kafiZj'* (may the Lord preserve you :) and taking leave ofhiiu, 
W’o rode out of the gate which led to the head of the pass, 
down wlfich our road lay* After travelling some (Ustance 
along a stony road, and passing several cairns, near which wore 
jnany bushes covered with rags, pointing out the spot w1v?re 
unfortunate travellers hu^ been dcsti’oyed by tigers, we. 
suddenly found ourselves at the top of the precipitous GhdU or 
Pass. The scene which^iow opened upon us was ^lagnilic i‘nt 
in the extreme. Thcp vale of Kmideish was sti'etchcd bem^ath 
our feet, extending far info the blue distance, and enclosed by 
wooded mountains. Jungle, small lakes and streams scatt(a*e<( 
in every direction, diversified the face of the valley ; and Iiere 
and there amongst the trees, apj^eared the pointed top ol‘ a 
Hindoo Pagoda, or the white dome of a Moslem shrine. Xt;ai 
us, over the &-ce of the hills, 

The bosom-folds of mist, the morning breeze 
■Wreathed gracefufljr ; 

and bore with it the balmy incemse of Oriental fiowers. Wc 
now dismounted, and leadin'* our liorscs down a precipitous 
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pat3»Mgr4(».1|w liie Pasiy icmnd oarselT^’ai the bottom, 

among sweet-BmellingibM'iltM grass. Direetingoorstq [>4 towards 
w ^>eding between, the deeply emniMied hills, we arrived at the 
iouehe of the glen, and fell in with a mountain stream, along 
whose banks lay the pathway to the caves, leading threugh low 
underwood, intorspei;sedwith trees and wator-grass, fifteen feet 
in height ; amongs't which, not long before, three tigers had 
been killed. We had not for advanced up the glen, when a low 
whistling was heard above us to the loft, and was quickly re« 
peatodfiom the opposite cli£&. This proved to be Bheols intimat- 
ing to one another that strangers were approaching. The guide 
evinced some symptoms of fear ; hut on bbingremonstrated with, 
and encouraged with the hope of a handsome present, he pro- 
ceeded onwards. Sdmo of the Bheels showed themselves, 
peeping out from behind the rocks. They were a most sovag^ 
looking race, perfectly black, low in staturo, and nearly naked. 
They scorned to bo armed with bows and arrows. The principal 
haunts of these Bheels are in the Korthem Deccan, along the 
course of the ITerbudda. They ^vo entirely in the jungles, 
are in a state of great barbarism, and subsist by hunting, 
rapine, and plunder. Onr fire-arms prevented their attacking 
us ; and we woso allowed to proceed unmolested. The glen, 
up which OUT road* lay, almost to .its limniination, where the 
caves ore situated, was remarkable for its picturesque beauty. 

«••««« 

• « • • « 

The caves of which I am now' treating, are excavated in 
horizontal strata of greywaokc, with embedded portions of 
quartz, approaching chalcedony. Blood-stones, in which the 
portions of Jasper are larger tha:» usual, may be picked np in 
a wator-wom state, in the bed of the stream, '''ndurated 
felspar is.also in alnndancc. ^ • • * * 
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« • 

loonceiTe the age of the Cares of ^uatay toheneaEertiiiee 

than two Jthousand yean. ■ * • • * 

Though it was but a rapid glauoo that I had of these 
imperishable monuments of antiquity, 

Qua non imier edaasnonaqnilo in^tens, 

Point Hmere, out innumorabilia 
Annorvm aerieo” 

yet I was highly delighted with my excursion ; and although 
many are the caremed Temples which I have explored, and 
many which wish to revisit, yet to none would I sooner 
return than to those of Ajunta. Several of them! was unable 
to examine ; but tho ^aiatinga alone, in such as I had an 
opportunity of examining, would render them mueh more 
interesting to those who might desire to become acquainted 
with the appearance of tho ancient inhabitants of Hindoostan, 
than the grotesque, though beautifully sculptured Dcitice of 
BllOTa.”* 

I have purposely abstained from copying any^ 
aewunt of the sculptuf e of tho Caves, bocauae 
Lieut. Alexander’s description in no material point 
differs from mine. Se says that thg Buddhist 
rdhgion is far more ancient ttian tlie Hindoo, and 
brings forward copious arguments, proving this 
interesting fret. In some other part of this 
volume, I have stated piy own conviction to be 
the same, 004 there is ample proof found in the 
relics of antiquity, if the traveller will take the 
trouble to trace analo^tak with care and precision. 

* ** licui. Alexaad<»r’8vi8it to the Cavern Temples of Ajtmta. 
Yol. II. Trans. A^t. Society.” * 
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CIIAPTEB II. 

The distance from Ajunta to Eoza, (or properly 
“ Eowza,’’) where the caves of EUora are found, is 
about sixty miles. The road is a mere cart-track 
the last sixteen miles, from the largo walled-town 
of PhoolmuiTy, and very much cut up by ravines. 
I sent my carriage by the direct road to Aurungabad, 
•which branches off at Phoolmurry, but as it arriyed 
very much broken, I did not profit much by the 
arrangement. The cart-track from Ajunta to 
Phoolmurry is^ very, tolerably, though here and 
there intersected by ravines and nullahs. Several 
rivers have also to be forded, but these in the hot 
season are very shallow, and prove no obstacle to 
the traveller. The country continues hilly in the 
distance, and the scenery is wild;^ — ^the greater part 
of the road was very pleasantly shaded with trees 
or bushes, while the wAi^ air was impregnated 
with the delicious fragrance of the Babool,* and 

* The Iklimosn, or Acacia Arabica* 
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Jessamine blossoms. We passed several trailed- 
towns, and a great many villages. As wo 
approached Phoolmnrry, the country became much 
intersected with ravines, but cultivation continued 
to flourish. Grapes were very plentiful at Phool- 
murry, and they proved most refreshing in the 
oppressive heat of those sultry evenings. The 
whole of this district after leaving Ajunta, pertains 
to the Nizam* of Hyderabad, and the peasantry com- 
plain of the general ^’ievance in almost all native 
states, — “ Zoolm,” — oppression and injustice. 

The principal towns passed, besides Phoolmurry, 
are Sillode, Bunkinola, Ullmi, Mahelkinoola, and 
Puttree. * There arc very fine and extensive 
groves of trees near most of those villages, prin- 
cipally of mangoe, which impart a pleasing ver- 
dure to the hilly and otherwise barren landscape. 

Eowza is situate on the narrow tabular sum- 
mit of a ridge of hills, four Himdrcd and fifty fleet 
high, about six miles from the ancient fortress of 
Dowlutabad, of which a very picturesque view is 
commanded. The Nizam government have built 
an excellent Bungalow for travjellersj a little dis- 
tance from the walled town on the road to the 
Caves of EUora. A ^«;gular white-washed lofty 
gateway leads to the Bungalow, and to several 
mausoleums, both inside and outside the enclosure. 



214 


ADVENTUBES OP A LADY. 


Thongli located in an excellent stone-built dwel- 
I felt the heat most overpowering, even at 
Bowza, which formerly had the reputation of 
being a sanatarium, — so very pure was the air 
supposed to be. 

On the 1st of March I went to visit the Caves, 
which take their name from the neighbouring 
village in the province of Aurungabad, called 
Ellora. Ihe latitude of these famous Caves is 19° 
5S' N., and longitude 76° 23' E. Outside the 
village there is a very handsome temple, dedicated 
to Siva, beside other minor temples. About a 
mile to the east of the village is the mountain 
whCTe these remarkable excavations of Hindoo 
temples occur. 1 feel somewhat at a loss how in 
describe these stupoiidous monuments of human 
skin, which have attracted so many travellers 
from afar.^ The principal excavations are at the 
foot of the G^&t, and extend for a mile or more. 
Most of them are very similar to those of Ajunta, 
but when it is considered that these chambers and 
sculptures are all hewn ojut of the solid rock, we 
may well marvel at the result. The* whole is on 
a &r grander scale than at Ajunta, and reckons 
anumg its attractions unparalleled cAe/- 
d^aeutfre. I allude to the “Kylds,’’ or representation 
of the heaven. of Sivst, which I shall presently 



THE PUNJAB TO BOMBAY. 


216 


describe in extenao ; though without plates, it is 
almost impossible to Gonvey any tangible idea of 
the wonders of the spot. There is no mistaking 
the fact of these excavations being entirely arti- 
ficial, and not originally consisting of one or two 
isolated rocks, separated by nature fipm the main 
ridge, and by the hand of man, caved and sculp- 
tured merely. That stupendous sections of living 
rock have been hewn awy, and completely 
severed from the hills of hard granite which inter- 
sect this part of the country, is manifest; because 
the summits of the different sections of the great 
Pagoda, in the centre of the insulated fane of 
Kylas, exactly tally with the adjacent and corres- 
ponding points of the surrounding rocks in height 
and general appearance. Besides the great Pan- 
theon of Kylas, there are*somb’ fifteen other caves 
to the right and left of Kyl&s, at the base of the 
same ridge, elevated a tittle above ^e plainJland. 
These are not excavated •with the safiie regularity 
* as those at Ajunta, but are scattered at irregulAr 
intervals. 

The temple of Kyl&s,^ or the Paradise of the 
Gods, is well -vJiprthy of a few words of description, 
and though I can scarcely hope to give any ade- 
quate delineation of thdic beautiful monuments 

* “ Kylas ” is the especial Heaven of Siva and Parbuttie. 
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of forgotten ages^ I cannot entirely pass them by 
in silence. From the hill-side, Kylas exhibits a 
magnificent fiont. Tovering battlemented heights 
fiank the splendid gateway on either side, and the 
whole is richly adorned with sculpture. There is 
a balcony over the portal, where tradition says 
musical strains used to bo performed. The pas- 
sage of the gateway is said to be 42 feet long, 
and on each side there are rooms 15 feet by 9, 
splendidly embellished with sculpture. The 
height of the gateway is 14 feet. This passage 
leads into a largo area, in the centre of which is 
the principal Pagoda, which stands insulated, and 
thus the more conspicuous in its solitary and ma- 
jestic beauty. Every part of this temple is' 
minutely and elaborately carved with a profusion 
of ornamental and 'mythological figures and de- 
vices, while columns, friezes, pilasters, and pe- 
diindhts are lavishly scattered about. A distance 
of one hundted and fifty feet separates the gal- 
leries and coloimados fi’om the central fane, which 
rears its proud crest to the height of a hundred 
feet. Beyond, and constituting the boundary of 
the court which surrounds them, are three noble 
galleries supported on pillars, containing sculp- 
tured representations ^ the mythology of the 
Hindoos, in comixirtments of granite scarping, in 
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which I counted the figures of fprty-two different 
deities. This unique piazza is eleven feet broad, 
and the efevation varies from seven to twenty 
feet. On the south side of the area there are 
chambers adorned with tlie figures of goddesses 
most exquisitely carved. In tlie oomt are the 
well-preserved remains of colossal elephants in 
stone, and an obelisk nearly perfect. To this 
obelisk, my ^ attendant Brahmin-guides drew 
my attention, — ^remarking, that the mcn*of those 
days were of so lofty a stature, that this pillar 
was their “ cbirilgh ” * -stand, reaxihing only a 
little above the waist of these gigantic specimens 
of ancient humanity ! The height of this x^illar 
is about forty feet ; — ^it is larger at the base tlian 
“Cleopatra’s Needle,’’ in Egypt, and like the 
rest of Kylas, is hewn out of the living rock. 
The wondrous labour expended in excavating 
these stupendous works but of ^the so^d jnouittain, 
must have been doubly great in thtJ instance of 
Kylas, since it is distinguished from the other 
excavations by not having the ponderous rocky 
canopy which overshadow® the rest of the caves. 
There is a splendid fane, sacred to the bull Nim(li,t 

* Oil-lamp. 

f The sacred Bull of ]VIaha-?)eo or Siva. It is his ^han 
(or the vehicle allotted to each of the deities) ; — by some de- 
scribed as the emblem of justice. 
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■wiiicli forms a part of the Pagoda, and fills up the 
central space. The rock, from which the Temples 
of EUora are wrought, is of hard red granite, and 
it is difficult to account for those most stupendous 
monmnents, without inclining to one of the two 
Brahminical“ beliefs regarding their origin, i.e., 
mthor that they wore called into existence by pre- 
ternatural power, or that there were “ giants in 
those days.” The excess and wondcifiil variety 
of the objects presented to the eye as the traveller 
enters on this enchanted ground, are almost painfed 
in tlie sensations of awe they inspire, while the 
impossibility of fathoming the real and primary 
origin of the wonders viewed, oppresses the mind. 
The more we gaze, the less can we comprehend, 
or realize^ that all wo see is the work of finite man. 

The other most'romarkablo Caves at EUora are 
known by the names of — Dus-AvS.tar, Vishwa- 
Xanna, Eaineswar, and Dher-Warra. I will 
give a short'uccoimt of each in succession. 

I. Dus Avatar . — The Brahmins say that this 
cave, which is found in the centre of the range, has 
been so named from the ten* incarnations {avatars') 
of Vishnoo, which are sculptured., in the several 
subterranean compartments. In my opinion there 
are^s many avatars represented in the other caves, 
and this one has scarcely any legitimate claim to 

* Dua” means ten. 
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the distinctive appellation it has«rcccived from the 
priests. Iho best preserved piece of sculpture 
here is that which delineates the punishment, by 
Siva, of a demon who insulted his mountain-bom 
consort, the fair Parbuttie. There is a strange 
mixture of the Brahminical and Buddbist religions 
displayed in the idols and religious symbols found 
in this cave, but I will notice tliis point separately, 
after I have described the foiur caves I havoj)ai*ticu- 
larly mentioned. The principal compartment of the 
Dus- Avatar is ninety-eight feet in breadth, and a 
hundred feet in length. It has tw» stories ; the 
roof of the upper is nearly twelve feet high, jind 
is supported by forty-eight massive pillars, be- 
sides the twenty-two pilasters along the walls. 
The pillars separate the seulptiued compartments, 
and the entire fa9ade is open in front, admitting 
more than the usual allowance of light to illumine 
tlic singular subterranean troagm’cs ^wthan. 

II. Vwhtoa- Karma ; also called hisma-Kurm. 
This cave forms a portion of the southern extremity 
of the hill, and with the aid of a little imagii;ation, 
it would not bo difficult to nonceive it the appropri- 
ate and princely residence of gnomes of royal rank, 
as the very entrance seems to hold out rich promise 
of mysterious subterranean dwellings. This tem- 
ple belongs exclusively to the Buddhist supersti- 
tion, and a colossal imago of Buddha stands at the 
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extremity of th« dark vista, of wliich a good 

perspective view is obtained from the threshold. 

%• 

The inonstrous image is placed in a most imposing 
position ; — ^the gigantic form partially revealed in 
the indistinct light of the gloomy cavern, and the 
majesty and 'perfect repose of the figure adding 
immeasurably to the solemn stillness of the dim 
and vaulted aisle. It conveys a feeling of terrible 
majesty ^and mysterious Divisible power, which, 
since it affects ev(m the followers of a more on- 
lightened faith, can scarcely leave room for wonder 
at the potency of the charm exercised over the 
votaries of a dark and idolatrous religion, who, 
from their earliest infancy, arc taught to reverence 
these senseless images as the presence of Divinity 
itself. 

c w > 

The Cave is eighty feet by forty-two, measured 
from the walls of the side-aisles; the height may 
bo thirty -si:^ feet. The extreme depth of the 
excavation into the hili is nearly two hundred 
feet. There arc thii*ty pilhu'S in all. The archi- 
trave which environs the cave, running along 
the top of the pillars, is adorned with sculptured 
figures. Above this architrave is the frieze, 
divided into compartment, in each of which is an 
effigy of Buddha, surrounded by four attendants. 
The roof of the cave is so excavated and sculp- 
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tured as to appear to rest, along the cornices, on 
prostrate human figures, — the male and female 
being alternated. 

The front of Vishwa-Karma has been rendered 
quite perpendicular by the laborious hewing away 
of the slope of the hill whence the tjave is exca- 
vated; the artificial scarp is very lofty, and as 
it recedes from the bluff promontory sinromiding, 
the effect is ,unique,-^the shade of dark trees 
adding to the picturcsg[uc beauty of the scene. In 
the rainy season, when all nature is so Inximiant in 
its verdure, and the adjacent wateisfalls increase 
to a groat volume, this spot is said to be singularly 
attractive to, the lover of wild scenery. 

III. Mameswar This cave, according to the 

Brahmins, owes its cognomen to the fact of there 
being several sculptiu'cs in its ,dark recesses, 
commemorative of the nuptials of Bam* and 
Seeta,'!' but I believe antiquujies ipfilmc to* th(5 
belief, that Siva and his consort Parfiuttie have a 
more genuine claim to the temple in question. 

Rameswar is on a smaller scale than mpst of 
its gigantic neighbours.* It boasts of a hall 

• 

* An Avatar of Vishnoo, generally called Hama. Sir Wil- 
liam Jones in his erudite wOiV^ places this incarnation 1810 
years, b.c. 

1 The Sacti or Consort of Ham or H&ma. 
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seventy feet long and about fifteen high ; there is 
besides, an inner temple thirty feet square. Co- 
lonnades and pilasters adorn the large chamber, 
and they, as Trell as the walls and roof, are covered 
with carved figures, sporting and revelling in a 
very M«-godlikc style. There is one large group 
which forms a siiigular contrast to the frolicsome 
company around. This group consists of a hor- 
rible raqge of hideous skeletons. There are two 
ways of explaining the appep-ranco of those figures, 
but the learned antiquarian inclines to the one 
which I shall first mention. In the adjoining 
compartment seven females are represented as 
engaged in the sacrifice of the “ Now,Eatroo,” (a 
celebrated festival in which human victims garnish 
tlie demoniacal altar,) and the group of skeletons 
is supposed to ^iepict a starving family, (whence 
their leanness,) the father of whom is selling his 
wives anci children for the sacrifice in question. 

The other version is the one which the Brahmins 
prefer giving. They say that the skeletons com- 
memorate a guilty family who pillaged the temples, 
and here garnered up their ill-gotten treasures; 
that the gods cursed them with famine and disease, 
in consequence of their^ sacrilegious robberies ; 
and that they had the final judgment of seeing 
a thief run away with their gold and jewels in 
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a bag, while their emaciated .and miserable con- 
dition prevented them from offering any opposi- 
tion. Tte alleged “ thief with the bag ” is carved 
in a comer of the compartment, and represented 
in the act of flight. 

IV. Dher-Wdrret . — ^This cave 1% supposed to 
have been for the “ Dhers,” or low-castes. It is 
of wondrous and imposing size, but the sculptured 
effigies are, much fewer, and less elaborate. The 
name is modem, and the dedication to the lower 
castes quite supposititious; — ^not even founded 
on any genuine or credible tradition. *The prin- 
cipal hall is a hundred feet long, and forty-five feet 
broad, exclusive of the recesses. There are stone 
platforms traversing the whole length of the cave, 
which are supposed to be intended for the ac-. 
commodation of merclmnts* ’ antP scribes, with 
their heterogeneous merchandize. As the Hin- 
doos buy and sell in flieir temples ^like the Jews 
of old, the supposition is very plaui^ble. At pre- 
sent the hall is littered and filthy from having 
been the asylum of cattle of all descriptions. This 
may perhaps account fon the supposititious dedica- 
tion to the *«Dhers ,” — & race deemed only fit to 
be the scavengers of the earth. 

Before leaving the n&gnificent caves of Ellora, 
l .mnst say a few words on the religion to which 

VOL. m. K 
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they owe their origin, and wind up with a short 
account of some items regarding the excavations 
which I have omitted hitherto. 

A mixture of Brahminical and Buddhist em- 
blems is discoverable, even in the beautiful Kylas, 
though this vj;ondrous fane decidedly belongs to 
the former faith, which the prominent position 
occupied by the Sacred Bull of Siva, the myste- 
rious Kimdi, would of itself sufficiently attest. 
Those caves which occupy the immediate vicinity 

r 

of Kylas, in the centre range of the series, are 
likewise Eianifestly dedicated to Siva, as his 
vahan^ the Bull, occupies the same prominent posi- 
tion in the interior of each. The four southern 
excavations are pronoimced to be undoubtedly 
Buddhist by erudite antiquarians, while those 
on the northern side are of more doubtful cha- 
racter; some learned authors attribute them to 
the Jains,* ,an^ others halt "oetween two opinions, 
the emblems being typical of a mixed creed. 

* The Jains, by some supposed to be a branch of the sect of 
Buddha, hold some tenets in direct opposition to the religious 
faith of the genuine Buddhists^ The founder of the Jaina 
sect was Bishabadeva, who was said to be incarnate thirteen 
different times. After him came in succession twenty-three 
sages and holy^mcn, the Goorc^s of the sect, the last of whom 
was incarnate twenty-seven times. The Jainas derive their 
name from *‘Jinoo,** to conquer. The. priests are called 
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The hill along which the oevca are excavated 
slopes down gradually to the extensive plain on 
which the little wooded village of EUora stands. 

My guides drew my attention to a very singu- 
lar fissure between the rocks, about five feet wide 
and nearly thirty deep, in the inmfediate vicinity 
of a very large cave. The sides of this fissure 
were scarped and perfectly perpendicular, hut 
whether it ho naturai or artificial I am tmable to 
decide. There was^ water l3^g at the bottom 
of the cavity, but it was in too small a quantity 
to admit of the supposition that the 'action of 
the water could have rent asunder the solid rock. 
If a naturf^ phenomenon, it could have been by 
volcanic agency alone. I think I have elsewhere 
meptioned that the formation of the rock where 
these excavations occur is of hj^ red granite. 
The Brahmins gravely endeavoured to impress on 
my mind the astounding fact of tljc* fissure *above 
described being the Choola ” * of the mighty 

Yaii%y the laity, Swdrhm, They all deny the supremacy of 
the gods, and the authority of the VedoAy, and say that though 
there is a Supreme Being, he has no power to interfere in the 
regulation of the^affairs of the universe. I have no doubt that 
the Hindoos, Buddhists, and Jains were all originally of one 
faith, and that there occurrodia great schism from which ori- 
ginated these three sects, so dbOferent, and yet so ai^^ogous. 

♦ A Choola is the native stove used in cooking, or a fire- 

K 2 
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ai'chitects of these* wonderful temples ! Their 
theory that those architects were men of giant 
mould, might he somewhat shaken by the obser- 
vation of many of the galleries and compartments, 
which are of very moderate height and size. 
However, on jny pointing out this little circum- 
stance to the sacerdotal guides who attended me, 
I found they were by no means non-plussed by 
it, as I had hoped ; for they quickly rejoined, that 
there were men of moderate stature, as well as a 
race of giants, engaged in the work. 

The stone staircases are in several places yielding 
gradually to the relentless hand of Time, the great 
Destroyer; and in many parts, the stone walls — all 
massive though they be — have parted or sunk ; 
■several subterranean passages once open are now 
closed up for ever, vdiile many a vaulted aisle 
can never more be penetrated by human curio- 
sity. I ohseryed many dark holes leading to 
unknown pas'sages under-ground, but as the 
guides refused to descend with me into any 
which .had not been entered, I could not 
gratify my love of adventure, though I most 

place. Generally speaking, this primitive affair consists of 
two stones or bricks for the sidei, and one for the back. The 
fire is placed in these bricks, and the cooking utensils at the 
top, resting on the stones ov^r the fire. 
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earnestly longed to explore ttose hidden myste- 
ries at any possible risk. The obscure holes I 
have alluded to, and many of the darker caves, 
both at EUora and Ajunta, are full of monstrous 
bats. These horrid creatures flit wildly about in 
countless myriads, and infect the air with a most 
noisome smell.* 

Before one of the largest of the excavations, 
there is a pool of watci:, and immediately above, 
on the perpendicular rock which frowns over the 
spot, are the water- worn marks of a magnificent 
cascade. The Brahmins informed me that there 
is a splendid fall of water here in the rains, and 
the sight must be beautiful. At this season of * 
the year, the Itream is dried up. 

There is no writing of any kind in any of the. 
Caves ; conjecture must*tbj|^*efor6'Tun wild with- 
out some such guide amid the sea of doubts and 
difficulties regardmg tfleir origin, &p. • I observed 
evidences of slabs of stone havin^been removed 
from the places where inscriptions might most 
probably have been found, and I have no doubt 
that aU records have thus perished of the age 
and architects alike. My cicerone informed me, 
that on the conquest of this coimtry, the remorse- 
less victor ordered &11 these monuments of 
* . These bats are of the genus VewertUio Noctvla. 
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another religion to Jbe burnt with fire. The un- 
compromising command having been partially 
obeyed, the ravages apparent may be considered 
the melancholy results of this tyrannical behest. 
The fact of the mingling of the two creeds — ^the 

Brahminical and the Buddhist — confirms the 
» » 

theory I advanced in a previous volume, as to these 
two religions having originally been one and the 
same. 

I neglected to mention that in some of the 
caves, there are fine stone reservoirs, full of good 
water. In one ..of the excavations, there is a sub- 
terranean range of seven reservoirs, supplied by 
eternal springs, called the ^‘Sat Sumoondur,” or 
Seven Oceans, to which access is obtained by means 
^of a dark, damp, vaulted chamber. 

On my retain Irq^a my visit to the caves, 
— ^to which, I may remark, m passant^ there is a 
fine packlici, rpad down the Ghat, — I went to see 
the village of Eowza. In spite of the promise 
given by its high stone walls of a large and fiou- 
rishing town, all within the enclosure is weehrdn^ 
(in utter ruins,) and an airiof melancholy desolation 
pervades the deserted spot. Scarcely half a dozen 
paltry habitations are now tenanted, and the once 
superior edifices are fast crumbling to decay. 
There is one building still kept up, which I went 
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to see. It is the Durgah or. Mausoleum of the 
great Delhi Conqueror, Alum-Ghir. The Mussul- 
mans told me that this was tho great Emperor 
who came from Delhi, and after making all these 
countries his own, departed this life at Bowza, 
where his hones now repose in pcatjp and sanctity. 
His daughter died at Aurungabad, where a still 
more splendid Mausoleum is erected to her memory. 
There is a great deal of marble ti’ellicc-work in 
these tombs, the architecture of wliich resembles 
some of tho more simple monuments at Delhi. 
I was followed out of the building by a score of 
religious beggars, — ^fat, sleek victims of pampered 
poverty ! ordered my servants to give them the * 
** buckshish,”^large8so,) which they clamorously 
demanded, in the shape of a good caning, and see-, 
ing my order about to Ijp’carfifid out by my 
obedient slaves, they took to flight, greatly to my 
relief. 

I had tho greatest difficulty in gbtting a single 
Coolie for tho little baggage I had with mo ; — tho 
rest of my camp-cqtdpago had fortunately been sent 
on direct to Aurungabad from Phoolmurry, on 
account of 'the indifferent cart-track between 
Phoolmurry and Eowza. I wont myself to the 
hamlet especially inhabited by the Coolie-tribe, 
just outside the walls of the town. My servants 
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having failed in securing any, I hoped to iuti- 
midate the people into compliance by my awful 
presence I» But every attempt even to find a 
single specimen of the genus honw in the vil- 
lage above-mentioned, proved a miserable failiure, 
though I rod,cr through each wretched alley, and 
made my Chuprassie strictly search every native 
hut. I thought we had returned to the women- 
villages of Goolab Singh’s- Illaka, where men 
were not to bo seen. Weary at length of 
hunting, I enjoined my attendants to place the 
six loads on six of the strongest females they 
could find, who wore accordingly impressed and 
carried off in triumph. I never saw an uglier 
race in my life ; both old and youAg were inex- 
. prossibly hideous. 

In a previoils page I mentioned that there were 
some fine Mausoleums outside the city walls, and 
also within the enclosure' containing the Travel- 
lers’ BimgaloV. During the . period in which 
Aurimgabad was the capital of Aurungzeb’s 
dominipns, Bowza was the royal burying-place ; 
consequently its neighbourhood is thickly strewed 
with the tombs of saints and holy men of great 
repute. What struck mo most forcibly was the 
insignificance of the Tomb erected over the last of 
the imperial and illustrious descendants of the 
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celebrated Timur Lung, (or Tamerlane,”) who 
maintained the ancestral glories bequeathed by 
that renowned monarch. It was &r eclipsed in 
splendour by the Mausoleum of a Moslem saint 
in its immediate vicinity — ^a man whose very 
name is almost forgotten. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

From Eowza to Poonah, via Dowlutabad, 
Aurangabad and Ahmednuggur, the distance is 
very nearly one hundred and seventy miles. The 
road from Dowkitabad is stony, and the latter 
mile is a rather steep descent down a Ghat. Be- 
fore reaching this Ghat, I passed through the 
village of Kighuziwalli, where pdS^cr is manu- 
factiurcd in largo quantities. The name of the 
hamlef cxpres^s this, — “ Kaghxus ” being the 
literal Oordoo word for “ paper.” 

No ihgreso is jdlow^d to the fort of Dowlutabad 
without a pass, ‘(a “ Purwinnah^’ as it is called 
in the East,) fi’om the Brigadier commanding the 
Nizam’s .forces stationed at Aurungabad. I had 
therefore taken the precaution of writing from 
Ajunta to the Brigadier, so that the requisite 
Purwannah might await my arrival at Dowlut- 
abad. A Chuprassie met 'me at the foot of the 
Ghat with the pass, and the usual complimentary 
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offering of fruit and flowers, ^called a Dally sent 
by the Brigadier. 

I was as much pleased with the Fort of Dowlut- 
abad as with the famous Caves I had so lafely 
visited, and explored tiic once impregnable forti- 
fleations with the greatest interest.** This singular- 
looking old fortress is situated on an isolated hill 
of a conical form, while the ruins of the onco 
important town, enebmpassed by lofty gtono walls, 
extend along the base and front of the Fort-rock 
for a considerable distance. The space within the 
ramparts of the city is thickly wooded. Many a 
ruined and lofty Mmaret rears its head amidst th(5 
crumbling limitations, and numerous tokens of 
departed grealhess strike the eye while wandering 
through the grass-grown streets of the decayed 
city. But conspicuous above all is the fortified 
Bock; the bristling battlements rising proudly 
above the highest spires of, the ancient town, — a 
melancholy witness of * the lapse o^ ages, and the 
mutability of all things mundane. 

High gateways, one within the other,, and fas- 
tened by heavy iron Chains, lead into the lower 
courtyard bfelow the rock. All around is thick 
jimglo, and I was told that tigers lurk in the. 
wilderness there, but though often seen prowling 
about, they never injure^ any one. Occasionally 
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one pr two are destroyed by traps set in the 
covers for that purpose, in which they are easily 
caught. . 

A long flight of stone steps leads to the inte- 
rior of the fortiflcations, and a draw-bridge spans 
the wide, deep, 'moat, surrounding the inner sec- 
tion of the citadel. A little further on, a long 
ascending subterranean passage, pitch dark, winds 
through tl\o heart of the- Bock, and^ gradually 
emerges into daylight again abopt two-thirds of the 
way up the Fort-hill. This subterranean passage 
was so contrived* that it could* be almost instantly 
tilled with deep water, by opening certain gates or 
bars: — thus strength and impregDiability were 
ensured in times of war. This passage is now tilled 
up beneath, and layers of wood and earth are placed 
as flooding, but the former contrivance could still 
be brought into play at will, by removing the 
obstructionsp 

There is a hew Mosque* near the crest of the 
conical hill, and above this temple the ruins of a 
former building have been converted into a modem 
Baruh Durrie. Still higher,'’ at the very apex of the 
cone, there is a small space built round, where on 
, an elevated platform stands a monstrous gun. 
There are three very large pieces of ordnance meti- 
auring twenty feet in length, in different parts 
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of tlie fortifications, besides several snudler 
ones. 

In two or three spots, springs of water ooze out 
from under the rock, and the stone reservoirs 
which have been built there, are replenished from 
these concealed and inexhaustible sources. Thus 
the water is always at hand, fresh and pure ; and 
from the fact of its being an inexhaustible spring, 
this Fort possessed greht advantages in the olden 
time, in the event •of a siege. One reservoir in 
particular was full of flowing water, clear and 
pellucid, sweet to* the taste, and (despite the 
burning rock adjacent,) icy cold. I drank at this 
delicious sprhi^ when hot and thirsty from the 
long ascent, and thought I had never tasted aught 
8on*efreshing. 

Near the top of the rock there is a square cavity, 
about three feet wide^ into which steps descend, 
winding into the very heart of thedjttl.* This nar- 
row subterranean passage has never, in modem 
days, been thoroughly explored ; but it is believed 
to have an outlet beyond the Fort, far below, and to 
have been formerly a means of communication with 
the city, with the secret of which the garrison 
alone were acquainted* There are all sorts of 
contrivances to ensure strength and resistance in 
the event of a siege, ax^ with the boimdless 
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supply of water I Mve mentioned, the numerous 
defences of this old citadel must truly have ren- 
dered it quite impregnable in its palmy days. It 
commands the whole country round; — ^to the 
west is seen Eowza, with Ellora just below, and 
to the north-cast, Aurungabad is plainly visible. 
The white houses of the cantonment lie to the 
right hand, while the wooded and ancient city 
stretches to the left,— distant half 'a mile or 
more. A line of hills extends to the right of 
Aurungabad, but beyond that, towards the 
eastward and southward, thS country is level. 
^Towards Eowza, the view is bounded by nume- 
rous hiQs and Ghats in one or two -unbroken 
ridges. Dowlutabad lies in latitude 19" 57' N., 
longitude 75° 25' E.; — the crow flies, about 
seven miles north-west of Aurungabad. The 
height of the Eock has l^cen estimated at up- 
wards of sik Ijundrod feet above the town. It 
consists of an insulated mass of granite, the lower 
part of which presents a perpendicular cliff, being 
scarped all round. The scarp of the rook, down 
to the coimtcr-scaip, may be two hundred feet in 
elevation ; and the scarp below the glacis, about 
forty feet more, so the whole height of the 
scarped cliff may be two hundred and forty feet. 

From the apex of the Fort-citadel, the old city 
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looked all jungle and ruins ^ the ramparts, con- 
structed,of massive stone, are, however, in com- 
paratively good preservation, and are said by the 
. natives to he three coss in circumference, though 
what length of “ coss ” appears imcertaiu. 

There is a lofty Minaret on the plain-land, im- 
mediately below the Fort within the ramparts; hut 
I did not venture to ascend it, as the guides 
declared it was not only unsafe, hut that the hoes 
which swarmed within, would alone render the 
undertaking utterly impracticable. Traces of rich 
enamel and paint still lingered here and there on 
the outer sides, and it was not difficult to see, 
that in days of yore, this must have been a veiy 
handsome huiltoig, glittering with bright colours. 
The town-gates are shuf^at sijnset, and the clank- 
ing chains being locked, the keys arc given to 
the Khiladar, or war<^er, of the fortress, and on 
no pretext are they re-opened nj* iflght. The 
road from Eowza to Xurungabad runs along the 
outer side of the ruined city, and is very tolerable, 
with the exception of two or three rather bad 
nullahs : — ^tl^e distance is about nine miles. There 
is no Bungalow, or any sort of habitation at all 
fit for a European traveller, either inside or 
outside the town-walls, and all the Mosques 
(usually very good substitutes in times of need) 
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are open and exposed to the sun, with the ex> 
ception of one large Musjid^ a mile or more from 
the town. There is a very good enoamping- 
ground, however, close to the ramparts, well 
shaded with fine trees, for those who have tent- 
equipage. I faund the heat very overpowering ; 
these latitudes are much nlore oppressive than the 
North-West Provinces. 

Aurungp.bad is the principal cantomnent of the 
Nizam’s army, and a brigade is stationed about a 
mile from the ancient city. There seem to be 
about a dozen' houses in the cantonment. I 
saw nothing of the brigade, or its European 
Officers, as I was ill when the /•Commanding 
Officer and his wife called on mo at the traveller’s 
Bungalow. I shoujd sav, from certain circum- 
stmiccs, that the society is rather benighted in 
manners dixudi polish at least. Having, however, re- 
ceived great kindness from Captain P — , the officer 
above adverted to, who, though a perfect stranger 
to mo, was most obliging and considerate in his 
influential position as Commandant of the place, — 
for the sake of the “ one righteous man,” I will 
spare my “remarks reflective ” on the rest ! 

Bullocks are much more frequently harnessed 
than horses ; and as for the carriages, I am credibly 
informed, that they are modeUed after the fashions 
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prevalent before the flood, ^nd which, even in 
Noah’s time, were getting antediluvian, using that 
word in its modem sense. 

At Aurangabad, I hired camels at an exorbi- 
tant rate, which were to reach Poonah (about 154 
miles) in flve days. The made r<5ad to Bombay 
commences at Aurangabad, and there are Dak- 
Bungalows all the way, at distances of from ten to 
twenty miles, — a man. being in charge at each, 
who is supposed to be able to cook for the traveller. 
I found grain and flour much dearer as soon as 1 
reached the Bombay Presidency ; the prices 
nearly amounting to double those of Bengal and 
the North^AV^st Provinces. 

Before leavilig the ancient town, — so long the 
fayoured residence of Aurungzeb, who changed 
its pristine name of ^GobrkaJ” into one more 
euphonious, and commemorative moreover of his 
royal self, — I must ad!& a fey wo^dg descriptive of 
the situation, &;c. It is situat^d in latitude 
19® 64' N., and longitude, 75® 33' E. It presents 
the usual symptoms of a deserted metropolis, ^. <?. 
extensive ruins, and ai* seanty population. It is 
situated in a hollow, and when approached from 
the north-east, its white domes and lofty Minarets 
are seen below, rising from amidst a grove ot 
trees. Several stone conduits supply the city 



240 


ADTENTUBES OF A LADY. 


witti excellent water from the neighbouring hills, 
and fountains spring up in the centre of the old 
town. The celebrated Mausoleum, erected by 
Aurungzeb over his favourite daughter, bears some 
slight resemblance to the Taj, at Agra, though it 
is in every respect a less imposing edifice. Its 
domes are of white marble, and clustered like 
those of the beautiful Taj Mahul, but far inferior 
in size and splendour. In many places, stucco is 
substituted for marble, and the exquisite bas-reljofs 
are wanting. 

Ahmednuggur is a small cantonment, where a 
Bombay Native Infantry corps is stationed. The 
‘Bungalows arc much the same as^^ those in the 
Bengal Presidency, and the Da? .-Bungalow is 
large, roomy and well-built, but the floors are 
uncarpeted, and there is nO khidmutgar or hawurchie 
(cook) in attendance. As I had my own large 
camp, it was of no consequence to me, but to the 
majority of tratellers journeying “ post,” the want 
in question is a serious deficit. There are a good 
many trees in the station, and hedges of prickly- 
pear seem the rage. 

About fourteen or fifteen miles bof6re reaching 
Ahmednuggur, the Xussoorie Ghat is ascended ; 
' it is easy for carts, and even carriages. After 
reaching the summit of the Ghat, a Plain dotted 
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with trees is reached, — ^barrei\and iininhabitcd, — 
and there are higher ridges of hills all around, 
especially to the south-east. There is a Bungalow 
for travellers at this place, (called Emampore,) 
where a man who professes to ho able to cook is 
in attendance. This rogue sells gram, grass, &c., 
in retail, at iniquitous rates, and a Bunniah must 
be sent for, from the nearest village, if travellers 
require flo^, ghee, •&(;,, which involves a delay 
of five or six hoiu*s, so that people ought not to go 
to Emampore without an extra day’s provisions, 
unless thefr stock of patience be .unusually large. 
There is also an “ old’’ and a “ new’’ road, and care 
ought to beckon in selecting the latter, as the* 
other is long 4nd rugged. The counfry is wild, 
and there is much beauty in some parts of thq 
scenery. The nullahs hre fiistrcssingly fr equent ; 
two or three rivers have also to be forded. The 
Godavery, a large and rapid stream jn thto rainy 
season, is fordable now, though Tfith some diffi- 
culty. Au iron rod extends across the river, 
supported on either bank by piers of hewn stones 
and wood. This supended rod is meant for the 
purpose of harrying the post at night, or when 
the river is swollen. It is also meant to aid and 
fricilitate the passage-Tioats in the rains when the 
current is strong. They festen the boat-ropes to 
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the rod, and jfronirthe opposite bank by other 
ropes, (also fastened both to the rod and boat,) 
pull them swiftly across; the ro^es ahead steady- 
ing the motion. The Godavery lower down in its 
course is perfectly navigable, and empties its 
waters into the Ocean. Toka, a good-sized 
village, stands on the right bank, while the 
small hamlet of Kygaon is on the left. There is 
a Dak-Bungalow within a stone’s throw of the 
river, close to Toka. 

The ancient city and fortress of Ahmednuggur 
is not far from the British cantonment, and 
having been once a place of note, I will say a 
few words regarding it before I ppc9ed to give 
an accoimt of Poonah. 

The Fort is constructed entirely of stone of a 
peculiar oval shaf)e, and Is perhaps a mile in cir- 
cumference, with a great many round towers, and 
a glacil to fpi;otect such parts of the base of the 
wall as would' otherwise "remain exposed. The 
ditch is deep and broad, and the whole space -within 
is commodiously vaulted for the reception of stores. 
The city is about three quarters of a mile distant 
from the Fort, and is also encompassed by a stone 
wall. The ancient Palace of the Sultan stands in 
the vicinity,; — a massive stnicture surrounded by a 
deep moat. The whole of these buildings are 
decaying, and falling into irreparable ruin. 
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Ahmed Nizam Shah established the indepen- 
dency of the State of Ahmednuggur, or the “ City 
of Ahmed,” about the year a.d. 1489. Four years 
subsequently, he laid the foundation of this town, 
and constituted it his capital city. He died in 
1508. This dynasty lasted for mere than a cen- 
tury altogether, and the nominal sovereigns of 
this family were still reigning at Dowlutabad in 
1634, whei\ that fortress being taken, all the 
Nizam-Shahi dominions became a province of the 
Mogul Empire. The actual dynasty of the Ni- 
zam-Shahi had in reality ended in. the year 1600, 
when Bahadur Shah, the infant sovereign, was 
taken prison^ by the Moguls, and confined for * 
life in the for^ess of Gwalior. Ahmednuggur 
sh^ed the fortunes of the Delhi Emperor, until, 
the death of Aurungzeb irf *A.Dt 1707. It was 
then almost immediately seized by the Mahrattas, 
and formed part of tho*Peshwa’s domijiionEC, until 
Dowlet Bao Scindia forced the PeshVa to cede the 
Fort and district. In 1803 it was taken by the 
British forces under General Wellesley’s^* com- 
mand, and secured to the British Government, by 
the treaty of peace concluded on the 30th of 
December, 1803. 

Poonah is about seveilty-two miles finm Ahmed- 
* The Duke of Wellington. 
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nnggur, viA Gohmnddy and Loonee: — the road 
is good for this benighted Presidency. The 
climate is said to be quite European in the rainy 
season, but when I was at Poonah’ it was oppres- 
sively hot; the D4k-Bungalow was one of the 
worst I have gjiywhere seen. 

Tlie road from Ahmednuggur to Poonah is 
intended as an imitation of the “Grand Trunk 
Eoad” of Bengal, but though it is fully as ruinous 
to horses’ legs, — ^being as hard as metal, — ^it is by 
no means as good ; indeed the hilly nature of the 
country would not permit it, without very much 
more labour and expense than the authorities of 
this Presidency appear willing to lavish upon it. 
Hills are seen on every side, and the country is 
very pretty. There are a good many trees abqut 
the villages, and they look pleasantly green in the 
midst of barren hills. Supplies are procurable 
all througheut Ijho district, but everything is ex- 
pensive. Grass costs twelve annas (Is. 6d.) every 
hundred pdolas^ (small bundles,) and gram is 
from eighteen to twenty seers (36 lbs. to 42 lbs.) 
a rupee : — everything else in proportion. There 
are three or four Bungalows for -travellers en 
^route. I halted a few hours at Suroor (also called 
Gohmuddy) and at Loonee. 

Between Gohmuddy and Loonee, a river. 
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called the Beemah, is crossed j^ist before reaching 
the village of Korehgaon, once the famous scene 
of a protracted siege, when so many British offi- 
cers lost their, lives, in gallantly defending this 
post against the attack of the Pcshwa’s whole 
army, estimated at twenty thousand horse, and 
several thousand infantry, mostly Arabs. This 
tremendous army, under the personal command of 
the Peshwa,^and viewed, by him from an adjacent 
/ leight, were opposed by a mere handful of British 
' l>s, under the command of Captain Staimton. 
This little detachment consisted of a small portion 
of fhe Madras Artillery, the second battalion of 
the first regiment of Bombay Infantry, and some 
three hundred ,|uxiliary horse. They were at- 
tacked by the whole of the Peshwa’s army, on the 
last day of December, 18T7 ;* and* though all but 
three of the British officers were cither killed or 
desperately wounded, th!b enemy \vere driveh out 
of every position they attempted td occupy, and 
after ten hours of sanguinary conflict, desisted 
from the attack. The British troops had bjit just 
occupied the ground after a long and fatiguiug 
march, and tlfl;oughout the whole day, were forced 
to fight not only without food, but also without 
water. The following dhy was passed under arms, 
as the enemy were lurking about, but on the 2nd 
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of January, the detachment retreated safely to 
Suroor, with all the guns as well as the wounded. 
It was indeed a gallant engagement, and a 
glorious triumph of British valour. A handsome 
obelisk commemorates the melancholy death of so 
many brave soldiers, and the names of the killed 
and wounded,” both men and officers, native and 
European, are inscribed on the opposite tablets. 
The two other sides are similarly inscribed in the 
language of the country. The obelisk is con- 
structed of regularly shaped hewn stones; — ^its base 
corresponding. - A railed enclosure, in which 
numerous Cypress trees mournfully wave in the 
breeze, surrounds the monument to, the departed 
heroes. I rode inside the enclosu'ie, and gazed on 
. the spot with sad interest. How many a brave 
heart had on that mehiorable day suddenly ceased 
to pulsate ; — ^how many a gallant soldier had been 
hurriedly oaljed to his last account, while fighting 
for his countrjr. Alas ! how little could they who 
erected the obelisk, give balm and solace to the 
widowed and childless hearts, that mourned the 
loss of thqir beloved ones, thus rudely tom for 
ever from their sight. And this glory ? — the 
phantom for which a soldier dares so much, and 
gentle woman so enthusiastically worships and 
adores ! 
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“ There’s not a meteor of the polw sky. 

Of such transcendent, and more fleeting light.” 

Well saith the preacher, “All is vanity ; there 
is nothing new under the sun !’’ “ ’Tis true, ’tis 

'pity, — pity ’tis ’tis true.” And wliere arc they 
gone, who fell on the very ground I trod a few 
hours ago ? — 

Gone — ^glimmering through the things that were : 

First in the race thj),t led to glory’s goal. 

They \v?)n, and passed away — is this the Ibhole?^^ 

Vain, however, aVc all such speculations, and 
all that we Jenotv is, nothing can pe known A 
satisfactory conclusion ! But they fell, and nobly 
fell ; and after all, has it jiot been said of death — • 

Why should shrink from what wc cannot shun ? 
Each hath his pang, hut fcchle sulFercrs groan 
With hruiii-horn dreams gf cvU. dill their own. 

Peace waits us on the shores of Acheron, 

How sweet ’t will he in concert to adore 

With those Avho made ftir mortal labours light ! * 

• • • 

To hear each voice we fgar’d to hear n% more !” 

It saddens one to feel how small after all is the 
guerdon of valour — ^how many of the brave have 
fallen, and are forgotten,as if they had never been ; 
while fond hparts mourned their irroparahlo loss 
in distant solitude, and were hut little consoled at 
the thought that they had fallen in the service of 
their country. How many precious Uves have 
VOL. ni. 1* 
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been sacrificed to ^bis phantom, and too often 
sacrificed in unjust and nnholy warfare. But I need 
not moralize, — young hearts will, to the end of 
time, glow at the relation of heroic deeds, and pant 
to be crowned with what they vainly hope will 
prove the immm'tal wreaths of fame and glory ! 

Jhe famous besieged village is fast going to 
decay, but there are traces of many stone walls of 
great strength. The only water procurable in this 
hamlet has to be brought from the river, on the 
north-east side of which it is situated. The dis- 
tance from Korchgaon to Poonah, is eighteen miles. 
The province of Beejapore was once an important 
•section of the Deccan, extending fr^m the 16th to 
the 18th degree of north latitud^. *[ts length, 
^twenty years ago, was estimated at three hundred 
and twenty miles, and the average breadth two 
hundred. The western districts are very moun- 
tainous, especially in the •vicinity of the Ghats ^ 
where hill-fortresses of. great strength once 
abounded. The site almost invariably selected for 
these strong-holds, was on the summits of insulated 
eminences, with scarped sides. This rendered any 
outworks superfiuous, as a single :|;]te.rrow path, 
easily rendered inaccessible at ■will, was the only 
means of reaching the fortress above. A stax)ng 
wall crested the edge of the precipices ; a much 
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simpler and surer style of fo|^tification than the 
one prevalent in the south of India, where numerous 
and intricate outworks are indispensable in con- 
necting the rocks from the base to the summit 
of the citadel. 

The sovereignty of Beejapore was founded in 
the middle of the fifteenth century, by Abou-ul- 
Moozuffir Adil Shah, from whom the dynasty 
obtained the ^ name ofi t)ie “ Adil-Shahi.”* It 
terminated about two centuries subsequently (in 
A.D. 1689), when the city of Beejapore was be- 
sieged and taken by Aurungzeb^ and the last 
Sovereign of the Adil-Shcilii dynasty, Sekunder 
Adil Shah, maijc prisoner. ‘But though this empire 
has been regularly enumerated in the list of the 
soubaJis^^ subject to the throne of Delhi, it can 
scarcely be considered in*the* light of an acquisi- 
tion pertaining to the Mogul empire. During 
Aurungzeb’s reign, its ^ssession was disputed in 
a most sanguinary manner, and Ms successors 

* Shah means King, and this is a derivation which stands 
for pertaining to the. King, or simply '^Kingdom.” 

f A Soubah” is a proving According to the Institutes 
of Akbar, a soubah should consist of twenty-two circars a 
circar of twenty-two pergunnahs a pergunnah of twcnly- 
two tuppas and a tiq>pa oj twenty-two villages ; but this 
divisional strictness was never carried out. According to this 
rule, a soubah would be about three times the size of Ireland. 

L 2* 
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abandoned it to tl^e Mabrattas. In 1818, the 
whole of this province became subject to the 
English. Tho capital of this once' powerful 
province is Beejapore, the ruins of which are, to 
this day, most extensive. “ City of glories now no 
more” — ^there*exist few more striking instances of 
tho instability of human grandeur. The fortifica- 
tions were of immense extent, for between the 
wall of tho fort and the outer wall of the old city, 
there was^'amplo space for fifteen thousand cavalry 
to encamp. Tho natives assert that in its palmy 
days, it contained nine hundred and eighty-four 
thousand inhabitants ^ and one thousand six hundred 
Mosques. Of course this must bo taken mm grano^ 
as it is a prej)ostorous exaggeration. — ^in my opinion 
at least. At present its extensive ruins prove 
that its former extent was of groat magnitude 
certainly, but to credit the wild assertion I have 
retailed, yrould bo illustrating tho Scriptural 
simile of “s\v*ullowing a camel.” Before leaving 
this, — once the most fiourishing and powerful 
principality in the Deccan, — I will give the legen- 
dary history of the foun4^r. 

Ho was the younger son of ,tho Emperor 
Bajazet, and the reigning monarch determined 
to put tho boy to death, according to tho cruel 
policy of the East, where no younger brother 
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is tolerated near the throne. When the remorse- 
less execjationcrs went to demand the child 
from his mother, her passionate entreaties for 
mercy to her boy, the “apple of her eye,” failed 
in moving her despotic sovereign, or liis cruel 
myrmidons. In extremis she prayed for and 
obtained one day’s respite, to prepare herself for 
the terrible trial ordained. During this interim, 
she sent to* the slave-market, and pijrchased u 
Circassian slave of 4:he same age as her darling, 
who bore a fatal resemblance to him. One of the 
ministers who loved the mother, aided the child’s 
escape, and favoured the deception which eiism*ed 
it, — allowing the Circassian slave, who was dressed 
Tip to porsonate‘*tho young Prince, to be stiungled 
in his stead. Ilis body^was shewn to the despot-* 
sovereign as that of his youthful relative, who 
meantime was concealed till he was sixteen, when 
ftecident or treachery betraying •his identity, he 
fled for safety to Persia. While residing at 
Shiraz, he had a supernatural vision which 
promised him sovereignty in India. lie followed 
his evident r^seeh (fate), and left Persia without 
delay. The gods smiled on all his enterprises, and 
he rose in a few year^ to eminence in the state, 
of jBcrar. His historian, the romantic Ferishta, 
says that “the Hoomat of* prosperity had spread 
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the shadow of its wings over his head so upon 
the dissolution of the Bh&manee* empire in the 
Deccan-, he became the undisputed sovereign of 
a rich and noble territory. I must explain the 
expression “ Hooma of prosperity” before I pro- 
ceed further. “ The “ Hooma” is a bird of good 
fortune, and whoever comes under the shadow of 
his wings — so the old legends relate — is sure to 
wear a crQwn. This fable“ has passed into an 
idiom. 

The most beautiful ruins of the ancient city 
are tlie Palace' (of seven stories), the Musjid in 
the centre of the capital, and the Asscr-Mahul, a 
glorious palace, which stands on the .edge of the 
broad moat encircling the citadel,^ui what was, in 

* The “ Bhtimance” tljTiastj' began with the Deccan ICing, 
Snltan AJla O’Dicn Hosscin Kangoh Bhamance, (as many 
names as Queen Yic’s last hope !) in the year of the Hejira 748, 
and Anho Do^iini 1347. The n^c “ Bhamanec,*’ is derived 
from a Brahmin, \^ho had been ihc benefactor of Alla O’Dien, 
the Long-Named, and was the first Hindoo who became the 
prime-minister of a Mussulman Prince. This dynasty scarcely 
lasted a century, when the kingdom was embroiled in civil 
dissensions, and finally split 4nto five different monarchies, 
founded by the great officers of state» between the years a.d. 
1489 and 1540, of which the Adil-Shahi was the first: — cstab- 
• lished at Beejapore, « 

Aumngzeb subdued all these monarchies in the course of his 
mighty conquests. 
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olden time, the central quartey of the city. In 
part, the fuin and decay apparent everywhere is 
still more noticeable, and all looks utterly do^olate 
, and deserted. The traditions andlcgcnds attached 
to the decayed metropolis of a bygone dynasty 
are legion, hut I forbear retailing •them, though I 
always heard them myself with never-failing 
interest. The sovereigns of Becjaporc were said 
to be as pr;nccly in»thpir pomp and power as the 
Mogul Emperors, and their studs of elephants 
were incredibly large, if Eastern historians do not 
romance. There is a small pool of water close 
to the handsome “ Mosque of Mustapha Khan,” 
which possesses an illimitable degree of sanctity in 
the eyes of IJ^indoos, as being fabled to have been 
originally brought all the way from the Ganges. 
Strange to say, it not bnly increased from a small 
jar-full to its present |^e, — a respectable pool, — 
but in order to assdrt its^ identitj^ jn the end of 
time, the hue of the water beffcame milky. It 
really does possess this distinctive mark, and is 
perfectly wholesome I believe ; — ^no simdar tinted 
water is found anywhere in the vicinity. 

This province displays a melancholy proof of 
the devastating effects of Mahratta despotism, 
misrule and anarchyr The once populous villages 
are deserted and in ruins, — the greater part of the 
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coimtry lies wast^ and uncultivated, overrun 
with jungle, and wild-beasts are the sovereigns of 
the present day. However, we must look for 
brighterdays, — ^noristhe prospect entirely delusive, . 
for tlie country, as far as population and cultivation 
are concerned, is improving gradually, and presents 
loss desolate features than it did twenty yctirs ago. 

There is another river besides the Beemah, 
crossed between Ahmednuggilr and Poonah. This 
is called the Golimuddy, and, in most months of 
the year can bo forded. It flows below Suroor, (a 
village also called Gohmuddy,) where thoi’C is a 
Dak-Bimgalow. I observed two passage-boats 
lying near one bank, and two rrofx yods were 
suspended from pier to pier, as in case of the , 
Godavery before mentioned, to aid the passage- 
boats after heavy raiil, when the river becomes 
deep, rapid, and totally u^jfordablo, as well as to 
convey the ppst across on d^k and stormy nights. 

There was formerly a cantonment for British 
troops at Suroor,* but it has been given up. The 

• Many years ago, Colonel Wallace, well known for eminent 
services in the Deccan, was buried at Suroor. His memory 
was so fondly cherished by the native soldiery; that all mis- 
fortunes, such as the dearth of grain, or any epidemic, were 
Attributed to his ghost being disturbed,* and they flocked to 
lu8 tomb to Ao poojah (worship) to his manes; which holy act 
they imagined would quiet his perturbed spirit, and avert the 
impending c^amity. 
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Cavalry Lines of the Poonah Auxiliary Horse are 
to the left of the Bazaar, and I observed four or 
five Bungalows, with trees and gardens environing- 
them, still further to the left- Some are vacant, 
and one or two are tenanted by the European offi- 
cers of the Auxiliary Horse I alluded to. The 
village is smTounded by trees, and the white 
Bungalows amidst the bright gi’een foliage had a 
very pretty effect in the distance. There is a 
Hindoo Temple on the summit of a cotiieal hill, a 
mile to the west of this place, wliich forms a con- 
spicuous object in the landscape. 

There is a river crossed before reaching the 
cantonment ^f Poonah, just below the city. This 
is the Moota-Moola, a comi)ound of the Mooja and 
the Moola, which form a junction close to Poonah, 
and subsequently flow* into* the Beemah; — the 
latter river unites its waters with the Krishna,* 

* The river Krishna rises in the MahabTeghwiir hills, among 
the Western Ghats, which are hereafter described. The source 
of the Krishna is not more than forty- two miles (in a straight 
direction) from the west coast of India. Thence it follows a 
south-westerly direction, until it receives the waters of the 
Wama river, — 4i medley of streamlets fulling from the moun- 
tainous ridges. * Turning then more to the east, the Krishna 
gradually receives the •added waters of four other rivers — th^^ 
Malpoorba, the Ghutpoorba, the Beemah, and the Toomboodra 
— and, with a much augmented violence, empties itself into 

L 5 
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not yery far from Poonah, and the amalgamated 
streams fall into the Bay of Bengal. A fine 
stone-built bridge spans , the Moota-MOola; and 
the view at this point is very striking. The 
broad deep river is fringed with verdant banks 
and fine trees, c the green foliage of which is very 
pleasing to tho'eyc, amidst the waste, hilly scenery 
around. The gardens adjoining each civilian’s 
house were very pretty indeed, and the sweet scent 
of fragrant flowers attracted my notice as I rode 
past, on the evening I left Poonahfor Panwell 
and Bombay. Though near its sotting, the sun was 
very hot and oppressive ; but as far as the Cavalry 
cantonment of Eirkoe, .(four or fi^e miles from 
Poon^, on the Bombay route,) there are fine trees 
overshadovdng the road. Kirkeo is the station 
for Queen’s troops/ and^' at present the Tenth 
Hussars are there cantoned. The houses appear 
small, but all have pretty little gardens attached. 

the Bay of Bengal, after a course*’ of some seven hundred miles. 
As the Krishna flows through so mountainous a country, at a 
considerable level above the sea, its channel is consequently 
irregular, and much broken up b;^ Bocks and Bapids, liable also 
to sudden and extreme fluctuations with regard to the amount 
of water. On this account, it is not adapted lor inland navi- 
^gation, though a great port of its course is navigated by light 
canoes, — a sort of bamboo wicker-basket, nearly round in shape, 
covered with half-tanned hides, and guided by paddles. 
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Foonah formed the capital of the Mahratta empire 
till the year 1818, when that kingdom was dis- 
membered, and became subject to the British 
power. This ancient metropolis is situated in 
latitude 18° 30' North, and longitude 74" 2' East. 
It is about thirty miles to the east of ihe Gh^ts, 
upwards of a hundred miles from Bombay, and 
seventy-five miles from the nearest sea-coast. 
Mahableshwar, the only Uill-Sanatarium of the 
Bombay Presidency, is about fifty-^ivo or sixty 
miles distant. *A road has been made, and I be- 
lieve it is adapted for carriagos, but not having 
travelled on it myself, I do not vouch for its capabi- 
lities; Thi^ elevation of Poonah above the level* of 
the sea is estimated at two thousand feet, and it 
is surrounded by hills a thousand feet higher,^ of 
trap formation, and of sfhgularly scarped outline. 
In the days of native rule, these Heights were 
covered with fortresses, for which^ their position 
peculiarly adapted them in the* eyes of Eastern 
engineers, but these have been destroyed or 
allowed to go to ruin, since 1818, as our Govern- 
ment found that they, were useless. 

The cil^ of Poonah, which is at least a mile 
from the cantonment, is built somewhat in the 
stylo of BoorhS.npotfe and Oojein.* The Hindoo 

* Formerly the capital of the Semdia Hahrattas. Aboo 
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deities ore painted on the old houses, and the 
streets are christened after them. But there are 
very few temples ' and singularly few traces of its 
having been once the residence and capital city of 
a great dynasty. There is a temple on a hill, the 
“Parbuttie Purbutj” and a fine view is com- 
manded from this eminence. On a high moun- 
tain, south-west of Poonah, the once formidable 
fortress of Singhur is seen about twelve miles 
distant. This fastness is now in ruins, but it 
stands on the summit of a mountain, whither 
people resort, as a> sort of sanatorium, for change 
of air. This Height terminates to the west of one 
of’ the ranges of hills between Pooi^ and the 
Neera river.* The altitude is great, and the 

Fazl^ the ancient Eastern wiiter, so describes it : — Oojein is 
a large city on the banks or ^Be Gopra, and is held in high 
veneration by the Hindoos. It is astonishing that this river 
sometimes flows with milk/' The city of Oojein is Jibont 
one thousand seven hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
and is situated in iatitudo 23® 11' North, and longitude 
75® 35' East. It boasts of a most remote antiquity, and a 
chapter in the Hindoo Mythological Poems, named the Pur anas, 
is devoted to a description of it ; also it is mentioned by 
Ptolemy, under the name of ** Ozenc and in Sanscrit it is 
called Ujjaegine and Avanti. 

♦ This is a considerable river in the Deccan, which rises in 
the 'Western Ghats to the south of Poonah, then passing east- 
ward, divides the provinces of Peejapoor and Aurungabad, and 
near Nursinghur, inMalw^, fallr into the Beemah. 
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shape of the mountain irregul^, — consisting chiefly 
of rugged eminences. There are other remarkable 
eminences in the district of Pooi/B^, averaging four 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, viz., 
Loghur, Issaporo, Kooarec, and Poorundur. Poonah 
is the only ancient “ city” in thte district of the 
same name, but there are many good-sized vil- 
lages. The principal fabrics consist of coarse 
woollen aqd cotton eloths, and a few silken sarJices 
and other native garments. The manufacture of 
images, &c., is also extensively carried on in the 
city of Poonah, and they arc unique and pretty, 
but very fragile. This manufacture consists of 
little figures (made of «ome composition), repre- 
sentative of t^o various classes of the natives, — 
pjp’sees, servants, tradesmen and fakirs ; also gf 
different animals, idols,* and other varieties. I do 
not know exactly what the “composition” used in 
the manufacture consists of j but wheu I silggcstod 
that it was very likely to be clay^ thb vendor became 
terribly irate, and went into a long explanation I 
could not fully comprehend, as he gabbled in the 
Mahratta tongue, instead of speaking the more 
refined Persian and Oordoo languages, with which 
I am acquainted. , I advise all purchasers to be- 
ware how these itineiunt merchants delude them 
into paying quadruple the value they will uncon- 
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scionably ask. My ^cad-servant purcliased about 
thirty figures of every description for me (repre- 
sentations of th^^arious classes of servants, gaily 
attired), for about sixteen rupees. The man first 
asked me fifty-two rupees for the same lot, and 
but for my servant, I should certainly have paid 
him five-and-twenty or thirty at least, and then 
have fancied that I had made a good bargain. 

The other manufacture of the»city of Poonah, that 
I have soon,' consists of baskets, boxes, fans, &c., 
made of kus~Jms^ (the sweet-scented grass used for 
tatties, before described, ) ornamented with pieces 
of velvet and beetle-wings. I also observed some 
beautiful fans of pe&cocks’ fads, cpivered with 
devices of various sorts in beetle-wings. One man 
brought several pairs of sandal-wood bracelets, 
very handsomely corVed, alld coloured black ; but 
these may or may not be the peculiar handiwork 
of this city. 

The Dak-Bmigalow at Poonah is one of the 
hottest and dirtiest I ever entered. The room I 
was condemned to occupy (being the only vacant 
one in the establishment,) about seven feet by 

four, guiltless of bed, table, or chairs filthy, un- 
swept and imcarpeted. In the evening I retired 
to my more luxurious carriage, the interior of 
which I arranged as a couch, and pulling the 
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heavy curtains down, fell asleep, much exhausted 
by heat and feverishness. But my sleep was not 
destined to last long, and I was to got a sample of 
the polite manners prevalent in the Bombay 
Presidency. The only servants attached to the 
Bimgalow were a Peon* and a dirty “ Mess-man,” 
as they call the Portuguese table-attendants at the 
staging Bungalows of Bombay. All my own bag- 
gage had gone on ahead; — so, in taking possession 
of my carriage at night, I had no option, there 
being no bed in the miserable room allotted to me. 
The delightful “ Mess-man ” pijetendcd to believe 
that I meant to go away surrex)titiously, to avoid 
paying th^ immense fee f of the Dak-BungalOw 
hire ! When ho asked me for it, I simply answered 
tMt I was not going away till the following ope- 
ning, and fell asleep Vithdut* giving the subject 
another thought. 

About half-past tdh o’clock at nigjit two gentle- 
men (or men calling* themselves by that title ?) 
cantered up to my carriage, and most insolently 
demanded why I had withheld the rent ! I 
awoke considerably bpwildored and alarmed, and 

* A man ggnorally employed in the revenue or tho police ; 
a Government servant corresponding to tho Chuprassic/' in 
the Bengal Presidbifey. ^ 

I In the Bombay Dak-Bungalows, this fee is eight annas 
(one shilling) per diem, or half the Bengal rates. 
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mca’ely replied that had no intention of going 
away for another day. On this, these gentlemanly 
visitors replied, — “ Oh yes, you did intend to go, 
and you must ho the Mrs. Handyside complained 
against, for non-payment at the Kondepoorie 
Bungalow.” “ Eondepoorie ?” I rejoined, fright- 
ened, and still scarcely awake, — “ I never was at 
the Kondepoorie Bungalow ! ” — I could not for 
some time romemher the namo& of tl^o halts I had 
made from Anmcdnuggui’, so really scared was I at 
this sudden and untimely attack, but on reference 
to my Journal, I fgund that I had passed the dis- 
puted stage in the dead of the night, when I was 
in my carriage, between Gohmuddy aj^d Loonco. 
I immediately ordered my Sirdar to pay the day’s 
fee, and still much alarmed, I lay cfown silently, 
pulling down the heavy blinds of the caiTiago 
windows. 

Such an improvokcd and wanton attack, with- 
out any cxplana-tion asked,- thus insultingly to 
tax a lady with cheating, and to charge her with 
falsehood, are “gentlemanly” manners I had 
never before experienced ip. all my long travels. 
Can this be the tolerated custom of . 'the Bom- 
bay Presidency ? I ought to illustrate them in 
a page or two devoted to ' themselves alone ! 
I was also much obliged for being mistaken 
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for any “Mrs. Handy side, Aylio had been com- 
plained against at Kondei)oorie,” — ^that name not 
being mine, all sweetly enplionious though it bo ; 
and as for the Kondepoorio Bungalow, I passed it 
in a deep sleep ! The gentlemen ” above alluded 
to, I will spare the disgrace of scchig their names 
in print, for I have managed to-day to trace them 
out, and have given them a gentle reprimand, 
which I l]|pp%may* hg,vc the desired effect. I 
consider it the veiy height of Chi’istian charity 
to forbear from inserting their names (and rmik 
in the gallant Bombay army).heii>, for the admi- 
ration of all Avho may chance to read, 
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CHAPTEB IV. 

From Poonah to Panwell is a distance of about 
seventy miles, good made road, Iftt very hilly. 
From Ahmednuggur to Bombay by this route, 
ai^ from Panwell via Tannah, (avoiding, of course, 
the direct sca-ro'ate,) a public phaeton runs, which 
is built to carry two passengers and a servant, 
besides luggage. Havihg my own^carriage and 
camp, I did not try the conveyance, so cannot 
pass any opinion as to its merits or demerits. The 
mails frrom Agra are carried in carts drawn by one 
horse, very light in order to ensure celerity over 
the worst groimd, and much the same as in the 
neighbouring dnd more enlightened Presidency. 
I reached Panwcll, — ^where my land-joumey came 
to a conclusion, — on the 13th of March, annihi- 
lating the distance between Poonah and that place 
in three forced marches, which completely knocked 
Tip my Camp, and gave me several days’ fever 
after my arrival at Bombay. I shall never forget 
the terrible heat of PanweU, — ^so utterly exhaust- 
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ing in its enervating effects,, damp and heat being 
mingled in the most sickly manner. The Bdk- 
Bungalow was the worst in this heathen Presi- 
dency, and totally unfft to exclude the burning 
rays of the sun, which beat fiercely through the 
imperfcctly-tilcd roof. Half disti^ctcd with fever, 
I passed a miserable day there, and yet I could 
not even indulge in the dolce far niente^ which woidd 
have been 4I|^ onljf chance of relief^ To escape 
fi:om this Pandciiionium, I was forced to exert 
myself all day, engaging boats for my large Camp, 
and making every preparation* to enable me to 
leave foi^iombay by tlie evening tide, and thus 
escape thc\ruel purgatory of a further residence 
in this Tartarean abode of discomfort. But before 
proceeding to Bombay, let me describe the couA" 
try, &c., 'wiiich is traversed en route to Panwell, 
for the elevated and healthy districts of the 
Deccan arc exchanged for, the ipalaKOuS low-lands 
of the horrid Concan,*'about threS-and-thirty miles 
from Poonah. 

From the latter city to KundS,lla, tl^e country 
is very barren and hilly, though, where wooded 
with trees, *extremely pretty. Kundalla is a paltry 
village on the verge of the Bhore Ghat, the bo^- 
dary between the Deccan and Concan, and the 
lllakas of Poonah and. Bombay Proper. There 
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arc several Bungalows at Kundalla, as tliis spot, 
from, its beauty and picturesque situation, is 
resorted to by Europeans, especially during the 
Bains, and the climate is reputed particularly 
salubrious. These European visitors arc princi- 
pally the miserable inhabitants of Bomb^, who 
fly here for healthful breezes, during their dismal 
monsoon, when the “rains” wildly imitate the 
ancient deluge in volume. arid pd^^verance, in 
order to avoid becoming the victims of melancholia 
and liver-complaint — the inevitable consequence 
of long exposure to such a climate. Quant d moi^ 
I found Kundalla very hot, the Avind quite a simoom 
in its scorching power, so T cannot sa{r .if the de- 
licious climate reported to prevail doping the rainy 
months be fact or fiction. The scenery is beautiful, 
I allow, but even that hiay apparently not be en- 
joyed in uninterrupted tranquillity, as the follow- 
ing instance will illustrate. ‘ One evening I took 
a ride as far a^ the Bhore Ghat: — ^the descent 
commences about half a mile from the village, 
and when I reached this spot I observed a couple 
of tents pitched by the roadside on the left hand, 
from which two or three natives rushed out, and 
ir^ English demanded peremptorily my name, rank, 
and destination : — at the same time extending a 
paper for me to read. In this eccentric document 
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was verily written in Queer’s English, that tra- 
vellers were expected to answer the above homc- 
questioBB. Oh, Bombay Presidency, land of Ka- 
firs ! thy “ manners and customs ” are, verily, 
most unprecedented and peculiar ! 

I returned the paper, and as I trotted down the 
hill, laughingly replied, that my name and desti- 
nation were an awful mystery, and one I could 
not think gf ipFcalitig j I liad not ^oiic far be- 
fore I halted to ,view the extensive prospect, 
which opened out from the summit of the descent, 
and while so employed, a Sowar* came from the 
tents inquisitorial, and halted close to me. lie 
had evide^ly my mysterious self in liis ('ye. 

I kept him a good half-hour waiting, and then I 
tuj.Tied back. ^ asked him, just as I was galloping 
off, if he had found ouf wlTo'tlie stranger was ; he 
looked surprised, but said nothing, and I observed 
him watching me tillT! was out of sight. *(I won- 
der if this be a branch- of the detdbtive police ?) 

The Bazaar of Kundalla is in a sort of street : 
the main road runs between the two rows of 
Bimniahs’ shops. Thpre are some ten or twelve 
Bungalows*.on the various points and hills sur- 
rounding, scattered over a space of half a mile or 
so. Paths run in Various directions, and the 
* A Trooper, or moiinted Soldier. 
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houses are many of t^em quite out of sight of the 
main road. One path leads to a high hiU, from 
the summit of which a beautiful and extensive 
prospect is commanded. Not only Panwell but 
Bombay, arfd the blue sea beyond, are distinctly 
visible to the nsrked eye. 

As I rode along the inner range of the Ghdt, I 
could almost have imagined myself in the far 
distant Himalayas once mqrc, — ^no^plam met my 
gaze, only wild hiUs and khu^ on every side. 
But the warm evening air, so different from the 
bracing winds of the wcll-remcmbcred hills of the 
north, quite destroyed the illusion. . f 
' From the commencement of the '•> descent of 
Bhore Ghat, the view is extensive and pleasing : — 
a, confused succession of wooded hills to the right 
and left, and in front the wide plain stretching out, 
dotted with villages and trees, while the broad 
ocean lies beyond in infinite 'expanse. There is a 
great deal of juilgle about Bhore Ghat, and a man 
with whom I was conversing yesterday evening, 
during my half hour’s halt at the i^ot, told me 
that tigers abounded in the woods, and one in 
particular roamed at lai^ night and day, and by 
my informant’s account, was a regular man-eater. 
Pte had the credit of having lately devoured ten or 
twelve people I 1 shall take eare to pass the 
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jungle before the “ shades of evening close around 
us,” as I have no ambition to form the unlucky 
“thirteenth,” and I feci sure that if my bones 
were to lie on Bombay ground, my spirit would 
Tmow no peace. 

I remainod three days at Kimdalla, wishing to 
recruit my worn-out people by a good rest, previous 
to the long march of thirty miles into PanwcU. 
My object in not halting at either of the Bungalows 
m routCy built expressly for travellers, was the re- 
ported unhealthiness and suffocating heat of the 
Concan. The first Bungalow after KimdaUa is 
Kuppowlitk about six miles distant, at the foot of 
the Ghit,— %jery hot and.vory dirty. The next iS 
Chowk, twelve milesfurther, also very objectionable. 

While I wa^at Kundalla my servants reported^ 
to me the illness of one of my Stud, poor “ Begum.” 
The Syce appropriated to the animal begged I 
would give her a galhp to bring her round. I 
was amused at the course of medicine proposed, 
though in the absence of better advice, I adopted 
the suggestion. It was past sunrise, but I did not 
hesitate to give my sick favourite a long and rapid 
canter for ne^ly an hour, up hill and down dale, 
in the more secluded vicinities of the village, 
where I could gallop Vithout impediment. The 
Twain road is disagreeable to ride or drive along 
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after simrise, or indeed, I may well say, daylight, 
on account of the immense traffic which throngs 
the thoroughfares from . morning to night with 
carts, bullocks, and bufialoes, very Iffeavily laden. 
Cotton seems at this season of the year to bo the 
principal article of commerce. 

I left Kundalla on the 12th, at near sunset. 
The same inquisitorial people rushed out, but this 
time I took no notice of them, galloping past the 

< t' 

tents, nor did any one attempt to foUow me. A 
mile and a half further brougfit mo to the Custom 
Houses, where tqll is levied on every one ; vis.^ eight 
annas for every laden cart, and one rupee for every 
four-wheeled vehicle ; one anna pq. horse ; one 
pice per goat ; one pice per man’s load. Such 
were the tolls levied on my people and Camp, 

c. o 

and they thus appropriasted some five rupees of 
my specie. This was before I passed,-— and when 
I rode* by, a Chuprassio came up and demanded 
one anna foi^toll, to* pay„ for the passage of my 
steed. I stopped to read the placard, and not 
being in the habit of carrying “ coppers,” I 
civiUy told the man to send some one to my 
Sirdar, who was not far on ahead ; but two men 
ran fifter me, insolently demanding the base metal 
there and then. After taking the trouble to repeat, 
that not being aware of the toll, 1 had omitted 
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taking money from my Sirdar^ for tho purpose, I 
rode on. My importunate creditors, on this, abso-’ 
lutcly cadght hold of my biidlc ; — one touch of 
the whip, anil my gallant steed bounded impetu- 
ously on, prostrating tho youth who hdifl been so 
valorous ! I stopped at fifty paces distance, and 
turning round, enjoyed a good laugh at the toll- 
keeper’s expense ; but I kindly told him his anna 
would bo given by my servants on demand, 
notwithstanding his ^impudent importunity. 

I do not know what this toll is instituted for. 
Probably to defray the expenses •of making and 
repairing ^e road, which is constantly neces- 
sary, so thrmiged with carts as it is. I believe* 
some Parsec has taken tho contract of this Ghat 
froiji Government, and pays half a lac yearly. I, 
should opine that he nlakos’a-dozen times that 
amount, as in the course of two days I did not see 
less than five thousand* carts, ladgn lyillocks, and 
other excisable items.** Cotton ft exported in 
enormous quantities, and all traffic passes this 
way. 

The road is very broad and metalled, the incli- 
nation by no'ancans groat. My carriage got down 
very well, with tjie drag on, nor did my bag-, 
gage Carts meet with any accident. The descent 
is wooded, and all the surrounding hills arc covered 
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with bushes and juggle. The Ghat is five miles 
long, and the village of Kuppoolie, where there is 
a Dak-Bungalow, is at the foot. The Bazaar lines 
both sides of the road, and all sup]^es are pro^ 
curable. ‘There is a puckha Tank a little above 
the village, tothe right of the road in descending 
the Ghat. It is fortunate that the road is so 
broad, because perpendicular precipices fi’equently 
fiank the made route, p.nd carts pr carriages 
nueting would in a narrower path inevitably come 
to grief. I cantered and trotted the whole way 
down, without* any other impediment than the 
numerous carts and bullocks, many Iping wheel- 
*less or useless. Kuppoolie is a hot, dirty place, 
and no traveller ought to waste a day there, if he 
, can possibly avoid it. And, (as i think I have 
mentioned bcforcr,)flib next village where there is 
a D3.k-Bungalow, is Cliowk^ twelve miles from 
Kuppoolie, .and^thc s/nne Stance from Panwell. 
The village bf Kalaporfe is half-way between 
Kuppoolie and Chowk. Shops here likewise line 
the two sides of the road, and supplies are procu- 
rable, but no water fit to* drink. The village of 
Chuchoole is between Chowk and'Panwell; no 
Bungalow, but supplies procurable. All other 
villages are off the road. Chowk is a ver^ large 
Bazaar. It was ci^t ^o’clock, p.m., when 1 
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arrived at the Dak-Bungalow there, and so oppres- 
sively hot, that I was constrained *to dine outside. 
I observed a great difference after passing into 
the low lands below Bhore Ghat, where even at 
night the air felt quite oppressive; and during the 
Tartarean days, the heat was absolutely prostrat- 
ing; — and yet not a sign in ally room of a 
Punkah. (Oh ! this barbarous region of Sala- 
manders.) I observed a small tent, like our Hill 
• • 

PawlSj pitched near Kalapore. Itf was the 
“ Camp ” of some Bombay officer, “ marching ” on 
duty ! * And there sat the Salamander contentedly 
at the tent door ! The road is metalled the whole 
way, and frein the foot qf the Ghat to Panwelb 
runs at a slight inclination, besides a few short 
ascents here arid there. The Ghats rise like a 
wall all along the country, but ewen in the Concan 
there are hills, mostly separate and disjointed, 
some conical, othera# ®f markedly pointed and 
angular shapes. To the very shoneS of the sea, 
hills are found. There are a good many trees in 
this district : — I observed some very fine Mangoe 
trees, and several Pqlms stud the landscape. 
Though but gunshot from the sea, not a glimpse 
of its blue waters is visible from this Bungalow. A 

* Such a tent we would not allot for a stable in hot- 
weather marches in Bengal. 

M 2 
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hotter and a dirtier place my eyes never ached to 
SCO before 1 

I went this morning to the place where the 
boats are kept. There are three kinds for hire, 
— tho “ bonder-boat,” the “ cotton-boat,” and the 
“ dingeo.” Tho former resembles the Budgerow 
of Bengal ; the second is for baggage, or bales of 
cotton, whence it derives its name ; and the 
“ dingee ” is for those who cannot afford the 
bunder-boSats, and are forced to voyage, in formd 
pauperis,* 


See next page for the Rates of Parc. 
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RATES OF YA.'KE.—Centimed. 


Cottok-Boats. 

Tn •rM'F dny 

Fair 

Season. 

Monsoon. | 

Rs. As. 
2 0 

1 0 
5 0 

7 0 

7 0 

10 0 

3 0 

4 0 1 


jj luilf A llay - - 

To Paiiw<‘ll or 

To ililtd ditto ami back 

To Niijrnotiia .*1. 

To ditto, mid back to Bombay 

To 

To ditto and back - 

_ _ . . ^ 

Dixoees. 

Por trip of two lioiirH 

'Fair 

Season. 

Monsooxk 

Rb. As. 
0 8 

0 2 

1 8 

Rs. As. 

1 0 

0 3 

2 0 

For every additional# hour 

For a whole tlay 



I engaged a bnnder-boat for myseJf, and two 
cotton-boats for my horses, baggage, and the half 
of the servants I could ^ot accommodate in 'my 
barge. I will give the land route by Tannah, in 
the appendix to this voljumo, in case any one 
might prcf(/r -it to the sea voyage. 

Paiiwell is situated on the River Pan, to which 
the tide flows up, several miles from the harbour, 
and in consequence the water is as salt as the sea. 
The situation, — in the midst of a salt morass, — 
must necessarily be very damp and insalubrious, 
'but its proximity to the sea and Bombay makes 
it a very bus^ spot, where commerce on a consi- 
derable scale is carried on, which justifies the 
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selection of the locality for a prosperous mart. 
The latitude of Panwell is IS'** 59' North, and 
the longitude 73® 15' East. This is the grand 
ferry to Bombay, which is j?,bout twenty-two 
miles distant ; the passage may be performed in 
seven or eight hours if the tide favours. On 
our voyage we passed the island of Elephanta, 
where the famous cave is found, and I «TPent 
to see it. , After Ajunta and Ellora I thought 
comparatively little^ of it, though it has appeared 
wonderful to those who have never seen the supe- 
rior marvels of the former. The caves at Ele- 
phanta were in the same style as those near 
Ajunta, as tar as size and sculptured figures went, 
but instead of the crescent range of numerous 
caves, those at Elephanta are single, — only one 
large and one small, hatf-wu^" ® bdl) fbo latter 
above the former. The figures of geds and 
animals I need not deScribc^ as they ^re much the 
same as those previourfy detailed,* only in a more 
dilapidated condition. There is a reservoir of 
water in the large cave, supplied by a fresh 
spring. The hill is wooded, and commands a 
fine view of. Bombay and Salsette. There are a 
few huts at the {oot, but 1 could not obtain the 
milk*I wanted for my morning meal at any price. 
I saw a couple of tents^ pitched very near the 
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caves, but I do not know who were the inmates. 
They were, however, very Samaritans to me in 
my need after the hot walk up the hill ; they 
most Idndly sent me a cup of tea, as I was 
exploring T;he cave, and supplied my Khidmutgar 
with milk, after he had failed in every effort to 
obtain it elsewhere. 

1 observed some men extracting toddy from 
the Palm trees. This liquor when fresh is merely 
a little sour, and is largely drank by the natives : 
— after sunrise it ferments, and forms an intoxi- 
cating beverage, and then I imagine it is still 
more largely partaken of. The method which the 
natives emidoy in mounting the lofty spiral trees 
is very singular, and merits recording. Having 
tied their ankles loosely together, they pass a 
band round their waist, -vvliich at the same time 
is made to encircle the tree likewise, and placing 
their fcet to_^ the ^ root of the tree, they lean upon 
the band, anff with hands* and feet nimbly climb 
up the stem without branches, sometimes fifty 
feet high. The ligaments I have alluded to, used 
for the waists and ankles, are fr’cqucntly manu- 
factured of long strips of palm-leaves tom off just 
as they are about to moimt. I have seen little 
children clamber up to the top like monkeys, when 
the cocoa-nuts were wanted for thirsty travellers. 
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yrho refresh themselves by drinking the cold deli- 
cious milk contained in the shell. When the 
toddy-gatherer ascends, he carries in his hand or 
cummerbund^ (waist-cloth,) a hatchet to^make fresh 
incisions, or to renew the old ones, and besides 
this he must burthen himself with an earthen 
jar, to bring down the toddy, which is received 
in pots of burnt earthenware tied to the tree and 
emptied c^cry twelve hours. 

My boat was an^iour and a half in performing 
the passage from Elophanta to Bombay, and wo 
moored in tlie harbour of the city, off the Bimdcr* 
or Ghat of Mazagon. This Bunder is of stone, 
and similar: Ghats stretch along the whole coast 
included in thp harboiu:. Mazagon is three miles 
distant from f he Fort, ^nd consequently very in- 
conveniently situated for people who have busi- 
ness to transact, as<ill^the public offices arc, with- 
out exception, within the ramparts the Fort. 

•• • * • • 

There is a great desideratum in Bombay, m the 
total want of good hotels. Those in the Fort are 
said to bo not at all respectable, at least for 
ladies, and, tjjic only way of managing a tem- 
porary residence in this Presidency, is to pitch 

* jV Bunder simply mettns a port or harbour, but I never . 
heard it used in any part of Bengal in that sense. Its only 
signification there is a monkey <9e baboon. 

M*5 
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a tent on the Esplanade. Except during the 
stormy months of the Monsoon, this wide piece o£ 
level is covered with the tents of travellers, antt 
the scene presented to the eye is very enlivening.^ 
The large “ single-poled,” and “ double-poled ” 
tents, each with its stable and kitchen canvass 
spread quite close, are ranged in lineB, from the 
sea backwards to the road which constitutes the 
Mall, or morning and evening’ drive.' The row 
next the sea is solely and exclusively reserved for 
invalids, by order of Government, and a certi- 
ficate is requisite from a medical man, before the 
]p!xeoutivo Enginoer can permit any traveller to 
pitch his tent there. O^^g to my being in very 
indifferent health on my arrival ,in Bombay, I 
obtained the medical certificate at*once, and the 
day after my arrival in the Presidency, I had my 
tents pitched in this favoured line. I arrived in 
my carriage; ill ”»rith an attack of low fever, and 
as I observed the clouds ot sand flying over that 
“lino” in particular, I wished I was noi entitled to 
its honourable place. What I suffered there I 
should find words too faint tC deserve. The heat 
was appalling, and the perfect hurricanes of dust 
which blew night and day ■were distracting. The 
fierce rays of the tropical sim pierced with in- 
tense and kilhpg powei^ through the thm canvass 
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roofs and walls, and the .miijiute particles of 
^and searched their way through every impedi- 
TOent, besides covering the beds, couches, tables, 
^ — everything — ^with a deep coating of stmd. 
It was no use rubbing it off, because the 
next minute a sandy blast swept through the 
camp again. Dinner was principally composed of 
sand in various forms, and I must confess I did 
not approve of the novel condiment. ^Though my 
tent was •within ten yards of the rippling waves at 
high tide, I used to awake in the morning weary 
and unrefreshed ; exercise fatiguedme to depression, 
and during the hotter hours of the day, a wander- 
ing sensation of the brain came over me, and in 
half unconsciousness I used to lie on the couch 
for many consecutive hours daily, almost in 
a stupor, if undisturbed. * There was not 
actual pain in the h^d^ — ^merely a dull pressure on 
the brain, and a visionary, dreamy vstate of the 
intellectual faculties. *T have at times fearfully 
thought “ Is this the preliminary stage of manmP^ 
If I -wished to transact any business, mental or 
corporeal, I was forced •to do it in the early morn- 
ing ; for after nine or ten o’clock these painful 
sensations gradually plouded the biuin, and any 
attenipt to read or write only made the cervwular 
compression more disti;pssing, and the wandering 
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of the mind moi^e perceptible. In spite of the 

sandy the “ sea-brcezcj,” (so called par excellence\ 

which usually sets in about ten or eleven o’clocl? 

a.m.y was an invaluable boon in this torrid zone;, 
« 

and when, through the kind hospitality of Mends, 
I moved to a good house in Colaba, (the furthest 
extremity of the Island of Bombay,) where its 
accompaniment of sand could not intrude, I used 
to pine and languish each day for its advent. 
The extremity of Colaba, whciKi my Mends lived, 
was n<Ar the Lightliouse, and the beach in that 
vicinity is rocky and not sandy, so the breeze was 
doubly welcome. The house, too, was built at an 
elevation above the sea-level, and tlyj welcome 
airs of the expansive ocean had full and unfettered 
play. But soon after sunset, an oppressive lull 
supervened, and almost invariably the nights were 
close and suffocatingly hot, uot a breath of air 
stirring. 

I went for a week in' search of lost health 
to Mahablcshwur, the Bombay Sanataiium, of 
which I will give an account in a subsequent 
chapter. The sufferings I have endeavoured to 
describe, both preceded and succeeded my Hill 
excursion. I had the misfortune, to lose the 
steamer on the 17th of March. Only arriving in 
Bombay about a couple, of *days previously, I had 
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foijnidablc arrears of work to, gcj; through, before 
1 could attempt to move. I found all my heavy 
oaggage lying in a most neglected state in the 
Godouois of Messrs. Thacker and Co. in the Fort, 
when I had been vainly imagining* that they 
were half-way home, as they left Julundhur three 
months before I did. Again I lost my passage 
per steamer “Achilles,” of the 1st of April, 
having returned fibnv Mahableshwm* only two 
days before with a •di’cadful cough and cold, and 
entire disappearance of voice. I did endeavour to 
start, however, and on the dtiy'of sailing, made 
superhuman efforts to got my baggage packed and 
to arrive ■ on board in* time, but though the 
bunder-boat I was in, reached within a steamer’s 
length of the “ Achilles,” the Captain cither did 
not, or would not see the* sisals made by my 
boat’s-crew to wait our coming, and under our 
very eyes, (quite witliin hailing distance, but for 
the boisterous wind *fhat was Slowing,) sailed 
away ! Three of my Bombay friends were in the 
boat with me, and our chase was exciting. We 
followed for a considerable distance, the high and 
favomable \find giving us a chance, till the Pilot 
was dispensed with, qnd the steamer sailed away 
in earnest. However, all things considered, it was 
just as wcU I could poh go, in the state of my 
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health at the tinyD, &r the vessel was crowded to 
excess, and I was too ill to rough it in any wayj 
The lady who had one half of my cafein, Mrs. 

M , had a lucky escape, as my cough would 

have proba'bly kept her awake all night, so inces- 
sant and violerit were the paroxysms which mo- 
mentarily convulsed my worn-out frame. 

In mentioning the Hotels at Bombay, I have 
avoided all ^allusion to the Hope-HaU Hotel at 
Mazagon. In the first place it is out of the way, 
and in^fche second, the landlady is not a very civil 
or very honest pbrson, if I am to judge from the 
day I spent under her auspices. I could only get 
a tmt^ and I was but twenty-seven hours in the 
place, for which she brought me a bill of nearly 
thirty shillings for my sole self I And when I 
remonstrated mildly ‘at the imposition, being a 
palpable overcharge on the qidvertised rates, to 
say she wasi rwdfe wojild Ibe too mild a term, 
because she used language which surprised me 
into speechlessness. My reasons for leaving the 
place, were the heat, bad food, myriads of mosqui- 
toes, et hoc genus omnCy fr’om whose combined 
attacks, I was forced all day to retreat witliin the 
small enclosm’e of my mosquitQe-cu,rtain8, as the 
sole hope of preserving my sanity intact. 'This 
obese, self-satisfied dam^ s^t all day in the veran- 
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dah of her house, and I could ,not but observe 
^hat, however ungracious and extortionate she 
was to me, she was very diflEcrent towards her 
gentleman-lodgers, with whom she seemed on the 
best of terms. To argue the matter with tliis 
virago was out of the question ; sd paying her ton 
rupees, eight annas, I left the precincts, only too 
glad to get away. 

My journey to Mahableshwur, I will give in its 
original Journal-form, but I must first devote a 
short chapter to an account of the Island ctf Horn- 
bay, and its most prominent claSs of inhabitants 
— the Parsees, or poetical Phe-worshippers. 
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CIIAPTEE Y. 

Bombay. 

The Island of Bombay is Situated in latitude 
18® 6G" North, and longitude 72® 57' East. 
Originally Bombay was merely a siiecession of 
small islands, with numerous baek waters; the 
greater part of the soil producing rank vegetation, 
at one time dry, and at another overflowed by tli(^ 
sea. In consequence of this, to inhale the air 
qjagendcred by this vogchition was considered so 
fearfully unwholesome, that the old writers on 
India allot three years for the average duration of 
life passed in this Presidency ! A river, called 
the “ Goper,” which rises in the hills of Salsette,* 

* Salsctte is an island formerly pertaining to tiie Mogul 
Empii’e, and is separated from Bombay by a narrow and shallow 
strait. A causeway now connects it mth the main island. 
The surface of Salsctte is an alternation of hill and dale^ and 
the valleys, especially in the southern quarter, are well cul- 
tivated. This island is remarkably rich in mythological an - 
tiquities. There are some very extraordinary excavations 
found here, called ** Kenncry,” resembling those of Ellora, 
though far loss extensive. 
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and discrabosmcs itself into the channel which 

® . • • 

formerly severed tliat island from Bombay, when 
swollen by floods, nscd to rush in at the breaches 
situated towards the northern extremity, and after 
traversing a very large extent of groiftid, finally 
discharged itself into the sea. The various petty 
islets and larger islands which, before Bombay 
belonged to Great Britain, were quite separate 
and distinqjt, are nt)w^ intimately connected to- 
gether by the nun^erous buildings, houses, &c., 
which have spnuig up under British rule, and 
where once divided by arms of the sea, bridges 
or vellards now connect the banks and shores 
together. The once distinct islands are still known 
by separate* appellations, and Colaba, Salsottc, 
Bandora, Girg'kon, Caranjah, Byculla, &c., &c.,, 
have boundaries of their oWn, ail being comprised 
under the generic name of “ Bombay.” The vel- 
lards are very massive* worlds of ^toqp, and have 
proved a groat convenience to hll ranks and 
classes ; for in fomier days boats were requisite 
where now the causeways form the thoroughfares. 
The vcllard wliich connects Colaba with the part 
of Bombay where tfic Port and Town are found, 
is of recent construction ; and in this vicinity & 
very Considerable tract of land has been redeemed 
from the sea. Where soipe years ago the ocean 
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rolled at high tide, fine buildings and extensive 
warehouses have sprung up. During my residence 
of four Dionths in the island, I watched the pro- 
gress of redeeming a largo level piece of ground, 
at present useless fi*om the fact of the sea washing 
it twice a daj. This “level’’ is close to the 
vellard near Colaba, and in a year or two, what is 
now a salt marsh, will have been raised sufficiently 
to allow cotton to be stored there in bale^ during the 
dry season. The process of “.redeeming ” is, in 
the particular instance in question, most offensive 
to the olfactory organs; for rubbish of all kinds is 
brought in carts, and heaped up there hourly. 
But Bombay is tamous for its non- Arabian 
perftimes, which exhale from various parts of 
the island; — for instance, at or near all the 
Bunders without ' exception ; and worse than 
all is a particular s^jot on the only riding- 
ground near CoJaba, . along the level sands be- 
tween Colaba and Malabar Hill, which I christened 

“ Ara^y Felix I used to dread riding past this 

« 

fragrant spot, and my gallant Arabs soon learnt 
to break into a violent gallop at the first breath 
they scented, notifying our approach to “ Araby.” 
!!fhis part of Bombay is called the Backwater 
Bay, and but for a long ridge of rocks whicai ex- 
tend from Malabar Fo^nt to Colaba, and which, 
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though concealed even at lo\y-water, are still not 
far beloAV the surface, this bay would form an ex- 
cellent harbour. As it is, only very small craft 
can enter, and these arc merely fishing-boats and 
small barges carrying timber, which is all stored 
in Girgaum, close to Backwater Bdy. The ridge of 
rocks above alluded to excludes sJuirks from this 
bay, and, in consequence, it is the only safe place 
for sea-bathing. Every morning and evening, num- 
bers of natives, principally Parsecs, are seen per- 
forming their ablutions in the briny waves, andmany 
gallant horses are daily led far but into the tide 
for the same purpose. Not that I approved of the 
latter custom; — my stud* were never so victimized. 

The harbour which is situated on the eastern 
side of the i^and, is a very finii one. During 
the Monsoon, particularly^ a 'large concourse of 
ships of all nations, may be seen riding at anchor 
in this port. The !B^rt looks ^ut .on the har- 
bour, and the sea washes the greater part of the 
walls on three sides, while the esplanade stretches 
across the fourth. The town, which is built within 
the walls of the Fort, •was constructed partly by 
the ancient masters of the island, the Portuguese, 
and partly the !^ritish subsequently. As .1 
have* elsewhere mentioned, all the public-offices 
are within the r&mj^rte, and all business is 
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transacted there. ^ T]ie “ Colaba Company ” have 
Godowns, &c., at Colaha, and a very fine range 

I * 

of houses, throe-stories high, (inclusive of the 
“Godown floor),” called the “ Grant Buildings,” 
are lot out on hire, unfiuTiishcd. During the 
Monsoon, I found those apartments cooler than any 
other part of Bombay, and in consequence of this, 

I left the house of my kind friends at Colaha, and 
spent the month of June ' and beginning of 
July in an elevated apartment which com- 
manded every breath of wind, and after the Mon- 
soon set in, was always cool when the wind 
blew as it almost invariably did; at nights, 
the temperature became actually cold. I u^cd to 
leave the opposite windows wide open, regardless 
of the rain which drifted soveral feet' into the room, 
or the thorough diuft which is thought so dangerous 
in England. I used to ride every morning at day- 
break, whether ill or well, and take an inspiriting 
gallop on the sands, even if tbiTonts of rain fell, and 
hurricanesof windblew. To this rigorous discipline, 
I contend that I owe my life! otherwise, verily 
should I have fallen a victim to melancholia and 
disease of the brain, — so terribly did the climate of 
IJombay affect ray health from first to last. While 
I am on the subject of the effects of the climate, I 
mayaswcllsayaword about thc’climate itself. The 
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Bombay-itcs vow, that hot and humid though tho 
Presidency is allowed on all hands to he, it still is 
healthy*!* It is time I only saw the island during 
very untavourahlc seasons, — first, the hot weather, 
Itlien a month of tho Monsoon, — but in*niy humble 
opinion, tho sickly, blanched faces of very young 
children, as well as adults and those of maturer 
years, stidly contradict the foolish boast. There 
cun bo no, manner ^)f,doid)t, that the climate is 
debilitating to tho Jast degree, and promotes low 
spirits very rapidly. Tho very sea-breezes boar 
moisture in every breath, and fifr ft’orn conveying 
tho bracing effects of similar breezes in Europe, 
one feels as languid and«d(^prossod as if the burning 
Simoon blew from the ocean, or as if every breeze 
wore h(-‘avily* surcharged with deadly malaria. 
There is another wihd •prevalent in Bombay, 
especially during tho night, which blows when the 
sea-breezes are still, slnd t^is is ^IIqilI the* “ land- 
wind.” By all accoimts it is mdfet dangerous to 
be exposed to it, especially during sleep. Peoxde 
who are not sufiiciently guarded, often have their 
features distorted, *or their limbs crippled for life, 
by a sort *of fatal ‘paralysis. Oj^o night while 
driving in my Eq^otal on a mareh through the 
Con«an, I slept in my carriage, leaving tho doors 
open on account of tho oj^cessive closeness of tho 
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temperature. I could scarcely observe any percep- 
tible wind, but the natives told me it was the 
destructive land “ hawa’’’* which was pidVailing. 
In spite of their warnings, fatigue and heat over- 
powered me, and with open doors I fell fast asleep. 
In the moming'I awoke with rheumatic pains in 
all my limbs, and instead of feeling refreshed by 
the long night’s slumbers, experienced a most 
distressing lassitude, and a wom-out sepsation. I 
probably escaped still worse results by the wind 
being very light. Poor Ghaussie, who had for 
several weeks past been suffering severely from 
rheumatic fever, became very ill at Bombay, but 
he found relief when I made arrangements £or his 
sleeping where the land-wind could by no possi- 
bility reach him.*]* There is no “ coid weather” in 
Bombay, such as the* moi'e favoured residents of 
Upper India enjoy, and the rains are most trying to 
the constitution. ThoMonsdon bursts in the end of 
May, or early ift Jime, and is ordinarily ushered in 
with a violent storm, or succession of storms, ac- 
companied by tremendous thunder and lightning. 

* Hawa” niciuis wind, air. 

f To all who know anything of India, it may be almost 
superfluous to observe that the native servants very rarely 
steep in beds, and arc generally accustomed to roll themselves 
up in a sheet or blanket, lying on the hard stone verandahs 
outside, or the inner vestibuljs, if there be any. 
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The burst of the Monsoon whig h I saw, had nothing 
so terrific as the avant-courier of the heavy rains 
which fell during the last month of my residence, 
— ^perhaps in pity to my nervous fear of “ ludra’s 
instruments of wrath ! ” The hurricahes of wind 
and rain which devastate the island tliroughout the 
months of th(^ Monsoon, I can testify to, however. 
Often in my morning rides have I experienced 
the greatest difficulty yi stemming the force of the 
gale, and very frequently finding it impossible to 
ride home against the wind, I have been forced to 
canter on, away fi’om my residertcc, in the most 
pitiless down-poiir of rain, till the blast mode- 
rated'sufficiently to allow me a chance of keeping 
my saddle, instead of being perforce blown off. 
The quantity ftf rain which falls during the Moiv* 
soon is very great, more tlftin quadi’upling the fall 
in the neighbouring districts of the Dec^n — 
Poonah, for instance. * Thq average exhibited by 
the rain-guages in Bombay is upwdtds of a hundred 
inches from the beginning of June to the end of 
September, and the damp is so great, that mildew 
gathers in one dhy on the tables, floors, &c., 
ruining books, clothes, furniture, — ^ short, every 
thing that cap. beamed, — ^with hopeless celerity. 
Durifig this dismal season, few peoide boldly run 
the risk of open doors and windows as I did, during 
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my s^jour in the Gyant Buildings, revelling in the 
cold blasts, and heedless of the accompanying 
rains.’ The miserable inhabitants who can get 
away, hurry to Poonah, — and those who are unable 
to leave their avocations in the Presidency, keep 
every door and windoAV hermetically sealed, (in- 
stead of open, as is practicable during the same 
season in Bengal,) — a matting constructed of grass 
and leaves encloses the greater part of the houses, 
thereby jiroducing a suffocating temperature, hot, 
damp and air-less, which is indescribably trying. 
I said above that the unhappy residents of Bom- 
bay migrated to Poonah, and not to the hills, as 
is the case in the other Presidency. Alas ! mise- 
rable Bombay ! thy beautiful highlands form no 
canataria during this unproi^itiouk season. The 
Mahabl^shwur lulls, however delightful during 
seven or eight months of the year, are not habi- 
table during the rains, and are deserted by 
white and black bipeds dlike. I am told that 
nearly four hundred inches of rain fall in four 
months. If this be true, and my informant was 
a gentleman of reputation,* ’ I suppose it rains 
night and day incessantly. Unhappy Presidency ! 
no wonder thy denizens rail .at Bengal and its 
dependencies ! All “ envy, hatred, and malice 
* Tlic IcamcdwFrQfcssor P ^n. 
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but those who are so much njorq highly favoured, 
ought not to trouble themselves with wrath, but 
rather smile in derision at all jealous attacks. 
Poor Major Jacob, the reputed author of the abusive 
pamphlet which created so much stir in India ! 
He must have indited it on finding all his full- 
dress uniform spoilt by mildew, or when pre- 
vented fi’om meeting the ladye of his love, by ten 
inches of rain inconlinpntly falling at*J:hc trysting 
time. Le Malheurgux ! 

There are numerous Bunders in the harbour of 
Bombay — the Aiiollo, the Colaba* the Borce, tlio 
Mazagon, &c., &c., all paved and substaiitialljr 
built up. The light and graceful vessels of the 
Yacht Club glide sunftly along, and their speed 
is very great? The model upon which almost 
all the craft belonging 1:o Hiis club arc fashioned, 
is the simple fishing-boat of the island, and those 
which are constructed with the, strujtcst ’fidelity 
to this model, are the swiftest. 

The extreme difference of climate between this 
presidency and the Punjab is illustrated by the 
fact that in no monith of the year, (not even in the 
hills, I believe,) can ice he made. All the ice 
used, comes frym America; whereas, in the Punjab, 
in eaS station alone, ten thousand maunds (or about 
820,000 lbs. English weight) of ice were made in 
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loss than two mpnths, last cold weather, all of 
which was stored in ice-pits for summer consump- 
tion.* 

The hard metalled roads which intersect the 
island in every direction are ruinous to horses^ 
feet, and riding ‘is with difficulty properly enjoyed 
in the presidency. A gallop “ across country,” 
as in the far north-west, was a bliss I no longer 
could command, and I pined for it more than I 
can express ! The only “ rides ” are the eternal 
and monotonous fashionable haunts of the Espla- 
nade, the sands between Colaba and Malabar hill, 
the race-course, and the “ flats.” The latter are 
about ten miles from Colaba, and as the macada- 
mized roads intervene, this riding-ground is as 
much lost to the Colaba people as the sands are to 

• • ft 

all residents in tlier ue%liboui-liood of the ‘‘flats.’’ 
Moreover “ flats arc a mere marsh in the rainy 

^ To tho maj-ority^of my^rcadcA it may scarcely be neces- 
sary to exiilain tkd’ simple process of making ice in India, but 
it may be as ^\x‘ll to describe it for tbe benefit of the unin- 
itiated. Water is placed in numerous shallow earthen vessels, 
and exposed all night. The ice thus made is put into the 
pits every morning, and grass is* spread thickly below, every 
care being take^.to preserve the ice. Eveij'at Julundhur, 
where the ice-club was not composed of many members, and 
the quantity made not so very ^reat as iii larger stations, 
upwards of fifty men were daily employed in the above work. 
(Julundhur is the station alludeiji to in the text.) 
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months. All the “ made ” are kept up by 

heavy taxes levied on the permanent inliabitants, 
such as Ihe wheel-tax, horse-tax, house-tax, &c. 

There is a very pretty kind of manufacture hero 
in ivory and sandal- wood, inlaid ; of which desks, 
work-boxes, and every possible description of 
articles are made, and sold at very moderate 
prices. Boxes of camphor-wood, brought from 
China, and warranled. to exclude insects, are also 
sold, of various sizes and prices. 

The “ manners and customs ” of the Bombay- 
ites arc quite different ft*om those of the sister- 
presidency. The servants are not half so respect- 
ful in their manner of language ; — they arc more 
highly paid, but are fewer in number. Many of 
them arc Portuguese, who wear European clothes, 
but rarely speak any *lan^agc save an incom- 
prehensible medley which it is diffioidt to <Ietme. 
There are Parsee servant^ too, .but •these are all 
very expensive, and 'Will never •engage in any 
menial capacity. What arc called Khansamahs * 
and Ehidmutgars j* in Bengal, arc here termed 

* CoTTQcWy Khdnsmndn ; n. e. lord of the paraphernalia/’ 
— from Khun/’ lord ; and saman, paraphernalia. The 
ordinary word Khansamah/’ is a corruption. 

f Khidmut simply nicons^ if literally translated, personal 
service. Khidmutgur/’ however, is used amongst the 
Anglo-Indians to denote a ttihlo^ervant only. 
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BootUrs, (the native^ corruption of the English 
word “butler”!) They are all far less parti- 
cular about zdty (caste,) than in the sister-presi- 
dency, because the serving classes are much lower 
in Bombay and Madras, and they rarely have any 
“ zat ” to lose. I think all dispassionate people 
will allow that Bengal servants arc by far the best. 
There was great competition for my large retinue, 
when I was dismissing themj and they were bribed 
by high wages to remain in thp presidency after 
I had given them their rookhsut (leave). All 
labour is dearer, and the system in force is very 
bad, where native workmen are concerned ; it is 
very difficult at times to get a .smith or carpenter. 

The fruit in Bombay is very good. The man- 
goes have long been fumed, and grafts are token 
to Malwa, and the north-west provinces. I have 
tasted very good pine-apples and plaintains, and 
melons and pranges are pientiful. I am told 
grapes also grow, but are not so fine as those in 
the Deccan. The greater part of the grain con- 
. sumed in the island is imported, and ddob grass, 
— ^thc rich green grass so, fattening for horses in 
Bengal, — ^is almost imknown all throughout the 
length and breadth of the presidency, and utterly 
so in Bombay itself. All the grass consumed is 
brought from neighbou^g islands and districts, 
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and after being stored in great jricks, it is sold by 
retail at exorbitant prices, so a grass-cutter ” 
is useless, for his “ occupation is gone.” 

There is a cathedral in the Fort, and there are 
also numerous churches of the different persuasions 
of Christians scattered over the island. Tliere are 
several public buildings — the Elphiustone Collegt', 
the To'wn-hall, &c., &c., all of which have been 
dcseribcd»so often, that I will not lijiger over th(‘ 
detail. The beneficent works of Sir Jamsetjet^ 
Joejeeboy, the Vell-knouT> Parsec knight, an? 
beyond all praise, and many a destitute invalid 
has had cause to bless his munificent liluu’ali^y, 
when carefully tcnde(l,’with good medical aid at 
hand, in the splendid hospital he has so nobly 
erected. Before leaAung the public buildings i)f 
Bombay, I must say a few Words on the Lunatic*. 
Asylum, and its tedented and indefatigable Super- 
intendent, Dr. William CampbeH,* whom I am 
proud to reckon in the'humbor of my most esteemed 
friends. This establishment for the insane has 
long existed in Bombay, but it owes its present 
efficient state to tfic Itfbours of the Medical Super- 
intendent, who has devoted all hisjenergies to the 
task ho has undertaken. I have repeatedly b«en 
ovef the Asylum ; and the feelings of deep sadness 
and uncontrollable dejiression induced by tho 
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melancholy sigh^ of creatures like ourselves, 

fallen to a par with the beasts of the field, — ^with 

reason dethroned, and intellect extinguished, — 

were agreeably soothed by the manifestation 

everywhere apparent of a tender care for their 

welfare, and a gentle leading back to sense and 

decorum. The unfortunate lunatics owe much 

to their kind-hearted, talented master, who has 

(I believe entirely at his o'vn risk,) introduced 

occupation into the establishment, as a means of 

cure. It is most interesting to See the elaborate 

works that these creatures bereft of reason can bo 

taiight, and when in God’s good time their minds 

are restored, they will bo able to make a profitable 

use of the trades thus acquired. I saw weaving, 

rope-making, cotton-cleaning,* and spinning ; 

mat-manufuctniv, straw-hat and bomiot ditto; and 

cane-work chair, stool and bask.et-making of very 
* • • *•* 

pretty and intricate patterns. All this gives 
occupation to the poor maiiilics and idiots, and as 
no one is in any way coerced to work, only gently 
fotlxed thereto by ofters of some trifling reward, 
or extra indulgonce, the benefit derived is most 
wonderful in detail. It was quite touching to see 
hoi’V Dr. Campbell was beloved by one and all 

* There ai’o vciy fine machines for this department, in an 
out-office built for the purpose. 
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of his imfortunate patients, European and native, 
and his gentle voice si)oko kind and cheering words 
to all, evincing the interest he took in their little 
plans and occupations. If the sight of faces un- 
illumined hy tlic light of reason always saddened 
me deeply, I never viewed this receptacle for the 
insane witliout feeling impressed with the magni- 
tude of the chai’ge committed to the Medical 
Superin teiulent, anti charmed with his adniimhlo 
method of fulfilling it. Should these lines ev<T 
meet his eye, I hope ho Avill understand the 
friondly^fecliiig which jirompts this hiimhle trihut^^ 
to his merits, though ho needs no one to point 
them out, so well knoAtii must they be in the lam I 
where he tolls. 

This short jfccount of Bombay would be incom- 
plete without a few A*^ords’ on the people who 
ovemm the island, possessing nearly aH the; 
houses and lauds. I need luii;dly ^ay, I allude; 
to the Parsecs or fire-worshippers, famcel in 
song. On the Esplanade they arc seen elriving 
about in very different stylo from most native'^. 
They are more nifmcrpus by far than the Euro- 
pean population of the better class in Bombay ; 
and on the ^Ma^, I used to observe them Jn 
the • proportion of at least five to one e>f 
our countrymen, elriving better carriages anel 
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more costly horses. They are much fairer than 
the natives of India, from whom they differ con- 
siderably in costume, and there are mainy good- 
looking men amongst them. I have seen none of 
the higher 'class of the Parsee ladies, but I am in- 
formed by credible eye-witnesses that there are 
several really beautiful women of that race in 
Bombay. Sir Jamsc^ec Jccjccboy (knighted by 
our Queen,) is a fine-looldng old man, and his 
wife, who is a hit old woma,n, is always called 
“ Lady J eejeeboy” ! Ilis son has a beautiful wife, 
whose charms by far eclipse, saith Eeport,*those of 
the greatest English belles ever seen in Bombay. 

The follo^ving extract, descriptive of the Par- 
sces, I copied out of some book, two or three 
years ago, but as I made no note off the author, I 
am Sony 1 cannot niontioh his name. 

Besides the native hordes and castes, Bombay and Gujerat 
contain iicnrly all the Parsces or firc-AVorslii|)2)ers to ho found 
on the continent India, the fe^^ble remains of the once pre- 
dominant religion of the Sfagi. According to their own tradi- 
tions, after the Mohammedan religion was promulgated in 
Asia, and began to iiervade Persia, the ancestors of the Indo- 
l*arsces retired to the mountain>5, wlierc they remained until 
the overthrow of the Persian monarchy, ai],d the death of 
Yez<lijird, the la^t sovereign. Finding the religion of their 
nStive country wholly overthrown;' and themselves outlaws, 
they wandered towards the port of Ormus, then governed by 
a branch of the old royal familjr, w'hcre they resided fifteen 
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years, during which they acquired *the ^art of ship-building, 
for which they arc still celebrated. At the expiration of the 
above period, they quitted Omius, Jind proceeded to the island 
of Diu, where they sojourned nineteen years, but%nding it too 
small, embarked for Gujerat, where they ^ir^j^ lighted the 
Atish Baharam, or sacred fire, and spread thomsolvos over the 
country. At present, they are dispersed among the towns and 
villiiges along the north-western coast of fiidia, and in 1815, 
were estimated at 150,000 families. 

“Tlie Zendavesta, or Sacred Book of the Parsecs, is the only 
work known to have been wfitten in the Zonddanguage, and 
is believed by them to hflvc been the composition of ZoroastiT, 
in the reign of Gushtasp, (supposed to have boon Darius 
Hystaspes,) or about his era. Althouyi the writings of 
Zoroaster are alluded to by the ancients, the name of Zonda- 
vesta docs not occur for 150(1 years after the period when they 
arc supposed to Jiave been published. The original work at 
Zoroaster is said to have contained 21 nosJeSy (or books,) of 
which only one Entire nosk, conjectured to have been tho 
twentieth, is now cxtiint, al!d a^vc^ry few fragments of tho 
others. The greater portion of the Zendavest is a series of 
liturgic services and prayt^rsfor various occasions, and is totally 
destitute of any literary merit. 

“ No existing redigion, the Jewish excepted, has continued 
from such remote ages, with so little a 2 )parent change irf tho 
doctrine or ritual. Different ojrinions, however, arc held 
regarding the nature of« the world. All the laity consId«^r 
Ormuzd the author of good, and Ahriman the author of evil 
but many of tho* priests assert that all things originated in 
Zerwan or Time, qpd that Qrmuzd was only the first of creatc‘4 
beingsji They admit, however, that Zerwan has ceased to 
operate, and that good and evil flew directly from Ormuzd and 
Ahriman. Ormuzd is all li§ht, purity and cxccljence,^and 

X 5 
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inliabits the primevd ; Ahiiman, all darkness, impurity, 
and wickedness, and inhabits the primeval darkness. Cayumers, 
the father of the human race, was created by Onnuzd ; but 
Ahrimah attlmptod to destroy him, and attacked the revolving 
sphere, but yas repulsed and precipitated into hell. The 
modem Parsees, even the sacerdotal class, know little or nothing 
about the theory of their own cosmogony, the whole of which, 
however, is evidenfty Chaldean, and often forcibly reminds us 
of Milton’s Paradise Lost.” Sin and misery found their way 
into the world, and continued to \ncrease until Zoroaster 
promulgated the law, and instlaicted man ifi the will of 
Heaven. The whole Parsee system is founded on the supposi- 
tion of a continued warfare between good and evil spirits, which 
pervade all nature, •*and religion teaches us how to gain the 
assistance of the first, and to escape from the snares of the last. 

' ‘‘The grand visible' objects of Parsee veneration, are tho 
elements, and more especially fife, — light being considered as 
the best and noblest symbol of the Supreme Being. The sun, 
moon, planets, stars, and even the firmament, are consequently 
objects of profound vondration^; but they have no temples 
considered as the residence of the Deity, or of any superior 
angel; IJieir fire-mansions being ^mcvely to preserve the holy 
element pure uubxtinguished. Of the latter, there are two 
species in Gujerat, tho Bchram mid Adcran ; the first composed 
of 1001 kinds of fire, the lost of at least 16 or 16 kinds. These 
varieties of combustion ore procured from difierent materials, 
such as tho fire from the friction of wood, from a funeral pile, 
from a kitchen fire, &c. Tho Behram^fii'e, that most reverenced, 
is only to be foupd in their temples, viz., at lTdipoor, (a town 
near Domaun,) at Nausarce, and at; Bombay.^ In their original 
country, the greatest niimbcr of Guebres, or fire-worsblppcrs, 
arc collected in the city of Yezd, situated about 230 miles 
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south-east of Ifipahau, where they are said still to occupy about 
4,000 houses. They are very industrious, *but greatly oppressed 
by the modpm Persian Gbvemment, being taxed at 20 piastre^^ 
a head, besides suffering endless extortions. 

“ The Parsees have various classes of priests, of whom the chief 
are the Destoors^ or expounders of the law ; an^ the next tho 
Molids, who are tlic officiating priests, and superintend all religious 
ceremonies ; but the last rarely imdorstafUid the prayers tliey 
recite, or tho books from which Uiey read. They arc, like the 
Levites, a peculiar tribe, tho priesthood being hereditary in 
their families,* but they have no salary or fixed ^lowanccs, and 
no chief-priests, or suxweme ecclesiastical head, wliilc many 
follow secular employments. Neither is tlic Parseo an exclusive 
religion ; converts, generally children, bokig admitted ; but no 
Parsec can drink out of the same vessel with a person of another 
religion, for fear of sliaring in his sins and trespasses. Tljo 

Parsec is one of tho few religious that has no fasts, and as to 

• ^ 

food, all birds and beasts of prey are forbidden, as also the liaro 
and dog. By thek own law they may cat beef, but in India 
they generally abstain. Tho#Par^ce females have long main- 
tained an unspotted character for chastity, which ipay be 
accounted for, from theiiii being placed by their religious te nds 
on a level with the men. 

Planting trees isa mcriterious work, andtheycut down fruit- 
trees with great reluctance. In Bombay, they never jiriictiso 
iis professional gardeners, but Parsec merchants and shop- 
keepers abound. Others^act as servants ; many as .ship-earj)en- 
ters and li(j[Uor-scllers. ^ Tlfcy are certainly a most active 
portion of tho pc^pulation, and retain within tropical latitude, 
the fair complexion, h^rdy^ constitution, and activity of mojc 
northcgn climates. As the life of a Parseo is a constant wai farc 
with evil demons, in the conducting of which vigilance is 
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indispeixsitblc, .the watohfUl animals/ such as the cock and the 
dog, are highly respceted. 

Their reverence for the elements prevents their throwing any 
impurities into fire or water, and to their respect for the latter 
may be ascribed, in all ages, their aversion to sea-voyages. In 
like manner, t^ieir reverence for fire restrains them from follow- 
ing the trade of a SSmith ; neither do they enlist as Sepoys, 
pretending that tlicy dare not defile the sacred element by the 
use of fire-arms. Hence also they never bury their dead, for 
fear of defiling the earth ; but leave the bodies to moulder away, 
or to be eonsuiyod by birds of i)rcy«on the towers where they aro 
exposed, guarded by a dog, wdio is expected to bark when he 
secs the demons aj)proaeh to seize the soul, which is supposed to 
hov(U’ round the body for tlm^e days and nights, in the vain hope 
of being reunited. The corpse is also watched by sentinels, to see 
which ('ye the vultures pick out first ; if the right, it is a good 
sign, and if in addition the dog takes a piece of bread out of the 
mouth of the corpse*, no doubt remains respecting the beatitude 
of the deceas('d. Should any one survive after having been 
taken to the place of skulls, Jio ii. shunned by all as having had 
intorciunso with impure demons, until purified by a priest ; 
but sucli an ev(mt very rarely happens. 

“ The Paraeeibcingf a religion of ceremonies and prayers in an 
unknown tongue, *Iias scarcely tbiy effect on the morals of its 
professors, and indeed, little influence of any kind, except as 
connected with the prejudices of caste. The priests are in 
general not only disliked, but despised, and little attended to 
except by the females. Like tTic Ilindoos, tlie Parsecs show 
some desire to ho esteemed by the individuals'Composing their 
own peculiar tribe, but have little regard for any extraneous 
opinions, and appear totally insensible to any remote clw>ck of 
religion. They are bold, active, and persevering in the thirst 
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for gold, and many of their merchi^te by superior enterprise 
and address, have accumulated large fortunes. On the other 
hand, lika all Asiatics, flicy are tyi’annical when in power, 
regardless of truth, and* not the less esteemed by their own 
sect for the want of it. They are luxurious and yoluptuous, 
and frequently generous. Their great expendifuro takes j)lace 
on the marriages of their children, on which occasions, (lilco 
the Hindoos,) they waste immense sums Sn childish show and 
foil}-. Their houses of recreation on the island of Bombay, are 
generally a little distance in the country, and sometimes hand- 
somely furnished after the Kuropcau fashion, ii^whicli mode the 
dis])osal of their table-aq[uipagc is arranged. Like them also, 
they indulge freely in luxurious food, and rather exceed tliem 
in their potations of wine. But notwithstanding all their 
faults, the Parsecs are certainly the most improveable caste in 
India ; being fro() from Hindoo and Moliammedan bigotry, and 
in every respect more resembRng genuine Kuropcans, than any 
other class of natives at present existing in southern Asia.’* 

It is an error to say that'tko Parsecs have any 
religious akhorrcnce to a sea-life ; for tliougli they 
never were a really nufritiinp people, l^ey coiistautly 
embark as traders on the most disiftint and perilous 
voyages, and iU’e extensively engaged in •ship- 
building and other mercantile transactions con- 
nected with the sfia. 

'VVlion tkeir dead arc exposed, and sentinels 
watch to see whiyh eye will bo first plucked opt, 
it has been mentioned above what augury is dmwn 
from the attack on the rigjtit. Should the luckless 
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sinister orb, boweve^ be the first honne houehe 
chosen, then the relations mourn the defunct as 
one eternally damned. The p^acc where corpses 
are exposed is generally a cylindrical building, 
placed on a* mound, somewhat apart from the 
town or village.*’ This structure is open at Ihe 
top, and about 'fifty-five feet in diameter and 
twenty-five foot in height, filled up to within five 
feet of the top, with the exception of -a well in 
the centre, fifteen feet in diameter; the part so 
filled being terraced with a slight declivity towards 
the well. Two cfrcular grooves, three inches deep, 
5iro raised round the well — at the respective dis- 
tances of four and ten foot. Grooves of a similar 
height and depth, and at the outer part of the circle, 
fom* feet distant from each other* arc carried 
straight from the wall' to the well, communicating 
with the ciwjular ones, to carry off the water. The 
tomb by tliis „mca,ns is. diviaed into three circles 
or partitions — ^thc outer for "the men, the middle 
for the women, and the inner for the children. 
There the bodies are respectively placed, wrapped 
loosely in a piece of cloth, and left to be devoured 
by vultures and beasts of prey. This., is why the 
P^Tsees are forbidden in their ritual all food made 
from “ birds or beasts of prey.” Myriads of tliese 
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disgusting harpies ore seen ^hovering about the 
charnel-houses of this sect. the tomb-keeper, 
or the Mends of tl^e defunct, in process of time 
throw the bones into the well in the centre, — ^the 
i^ccptacle built for this purpose. Prftm the bot- 
tom of the well, subterranean passages lead in 
different directions, and prevent *the cavity from 
being filled up. Some wealthy men build a 
charnel-house for themselves, constructed on the 
above model. I saw one of these gfoomy places 
at MhoAV, in Malwa, and unimpeded, I went all 
over the place. The corpses wt>rc jmt on iron 
railings, over a pit, to alloAV of the bones dropping 
down when the vulturCs«had finished their revolt- 
ing carnival. In a room adjoinmg was the sen- 
tinel who watched the eyes of the dead, and iij 
his little chamber, the holy fire eternally burned, 
and was never extinguished. Tlie whole building 
was on a mound, surrdunded by ff. wt^ll. 

The Parsees possess the chief wedlth of Bombay, 
and own. numberless houses, which they lot out to 
rent. Many of the heads of firms and fiourishing 
mercantile houses lire wealthy Guebros, and their 
incomes are*ycry laj^ge. 

The Parsees wpre^ driven from *thcir county 
by the Mussulmans at the conquest of the king- 
dom of Persia ^in the jspventh century, when 
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Yczdcgird, the last king of the dynasty of Sassan, 
was overcome by the Kalif Omar, and forced to 
takorcfuge in the mountains ofKhorassan, — ^where, 
after maintaining himself for some time, he died, 
A.D. 052, (Or year of the Hejira 32,) and in the 
21st year of the Yezdegirdian era. His gi^d- 
daughter hccanle the wife of the Mussulman ruler 
of Persia, who thus claimed the right of inherit- 
ance, as well as that of conquest, over the kingdom 
of “Iran.” 

Fire is the chief object of external worship 
among the Parsecs; in each dtsh-khdna^ or fire- 
house,* there arc two fires, only one of which the 
vulgar' eye may behold; the other, called “ Atsh- 
Pahamm,” is kept in the most secret and holy 
part of the temple, and is only appxoaehcd by tlus 
chicf-iu'icst. As it iiiust not be visited by the 
light of the sun, the chimneys are so constructed 
as to exclude i^s rays wuilc carrying ofi* thti 
smoko. Though I regard as an exaggeration the 
assertion that “ one thousand and one fiius,” of 
different kinds, arc required to comi)Ose the Atsh- 
Baharam, tliis fire, if once, extinguished, can only 
be replenished by bringing sacred fire from tht‘ 
altar, at Yezd, in a golden censpr, by land. 

* The native servants will the hearth and mantel-piece, both 
indiffereutly, the “ atsh-khau?..” 
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The sun and the sea divide, with fire, the ado- 
ration of the Guehres, and I have seen them 
eveiy mdming and evening, muttering their 
prayers, in a low, murmuring tone, with their 
faces turned toward the rising or the setting 
sun, — making profoimd obeisances lo the sea every 
minute. They are very regular at theii’ devotions, 
and sometimes the women go in a body to worship 
at the sea-shore. 

The Parsec very seldom marries more than one 
wife, imless she has no children, and then she 
invariably gives her consent to His taking unto 
himself a second spouse. They marry their chil- 
dren when very youn^, •(at five^ or six years of 
ago, ) and the little wife is at once introduced into 
her juvenile hlisband’s faiuily, and brought up. 
with liim. The women lire* not shut up, like the 
natives of India ; but though I know sovcml gen- 
tlemen who have been admitted t<j interviews 
with the Parsec ladies 'Of high rank, it is a well- 
known fact that .the Guebres have insenstbly 
imbibed a little of the native prejudice, and prefer 
keeping their females excluded from all masculine 
gaze out of their own family. 

The superstition ^f Jthe dog introduced into th« 
chamtl-house, as related above, — also that of the 
dying Paisce being required to fix his eyes on a 
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dog, which I have ^equently heard mentioned, — 
have a two-fold source. Some say that the fire- 
worshippers hold the belief that the dog guards 
the soul at the moment of its separation firom the 
body ; and others assert thp,t the superstitions 
connected with tliis animal arise solely from the 

Vi 

Parsecs having been saved from shipwreck on 
their emigration to India, by the barking of the 
dogs announcing their approach to the land on a 
dark night. 

Bombay owes its primary impai’tancc to the 
Portuguese, to‘ whom it was ceded in a.d. 1530. 
They erected a Fort, on accoimt of the noble har- 
bour, but as the cai>ital of the Portuguese in India 
was Goa, Bombay was for some time comparatively 
neglected. There have been t'wo derivations 
assigned to the nimie — one from the Portuguese, 
B(ym Bahuiy a good bay ; and the other from the 
Hindoo gotldcss^ Bomba Davi. 

This island was fii’st' ceded to Charles II. in 
June, 1661, as part of Queen Patherinc’s portion. 
In March, 1662, a fleet of five men-of-war, com- 
manded by the Earl of. Maflborough, was des- 
patched with five hundred troops, under Sir Abra- 
ham Shipman, and arrived in Bombay in Septem- 
ber, 1662, to take possession ; but as the English 
Admiral demanded ‘^Bonibayanditsdependencies,” 
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(Salsette and Tanna,) the Portuguese evaded the 
cession, on the plea that only Bombay could bo 
claimed. IVo years afterwards the British were 
glad to accept Bombay on any terms, as the island 
(Anjediva) to which the troops had been removed, 
was so deadly in climate that four-fifths of them 
had been swept away. Mr. Cooke, who may be 
considered the first Governor of Bombay, was the 
only surviving commander when that ,town was 
thus inauspiciously taken possession of, and though 
so gloomy a beginning offered but little promise 
of futiu’c prosperity, the “ desert ” soon rose into 
a thriving and jiopulous settlement, in the hands ^ 
of the British. In l&ili’ch, 1G08, by hdters 
patent, the king of England transferred the 
island of Bomfiby from the crown to the East • 
India Comiiany, on the guaranteed payment of 
£1 0 in gold (as amiiujl rent) on tlie 30th of Sep- 
tember, each year ! unprofitable jat tlui tim(< 

was deemed tln^ royal adquisitioii ! 

Shortly after this cession, tlm rovcmie of flu* 
island was estimated at £2,823 sterling — a iftiwh 
more considerable sum m those days than in our own 
time. However, the whole island coiqtinued very 
insalubrious, and in 1691-2, it was ravaged by the* 
plaguef In 1708, such was the continued weak- 
ness of the settlement, 1but*tho Bombay Govern- 
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ment considered itc politically requisite to decline 
receiving an envoy from the King of Persia, for 
fear he should observe this weakness both by sea 
and land. In this year the rival East India Com- 
panies united, and Bombay gradually rose in 
importance and power. In 1813, the annual 
revenue of the Presidency amounted to 6,420,509 
rupees ; in 1824, to 16,206,900 rupees. I men- 
tion this to exhibit the gradual increase ; but as 
^e statistics of after years ai‘e so well known, I 
will not add any further remai'ks on the subject. 

Salt is an extensive article of commerce at 
Bombay, and I saw the mode of collcctiug it 
by evaporation, all thfoughout the island, espe- 
cially near Sion.* The sea was let in through 
sluices into vast fields, whence its ogi'css was 
prevented by lo\<^ embankments. As the briny 
waters evaporated, the salt lay thickly at the 
bottom, an:l was taken up and stored in groat 

^ Sion is ii small town and fort on tlie island of Bombay, 
about ton miles from tbe Presidoncy, at the opposite extremity 
of tlie island. It stands on the top of a small conical hill, 
where it commands the passage !roin Bombay to Salsetto, 
and was of importance when the Slahra^las possessed the 
latter. At the foot of the little hill of Sion is the vcllard 
' built across a small arm of the sea, whicli separated the two 
islands. This arm of tln^ sea was first bridged over in 1805, 
at tin expense of 50,575 rufpees. 
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pjTamids, bncked over to preserve them from the 
chances of climate. I observed tfie same process 
at the island of Santa Manra, (one of the Ionian 
group,) where I saw on the sca-shoro at least a 
doaen salt-heaps, each perhaps one Imifdrcd feet 
in circumference. There the salt 'forms a most 
profitable article of revenue, and I have no doubt 
the Bombay Government find it equally lucrative. 

I will noY^ resume my journal, which I have 
so long deserted, and.it will conduct the reader to 
the Bombay sanatarium of Mahableshwur, and tho 
mountains of Malabar in the Maditis Presidency. 
On my return from the latter, I visited Bassein 
and Tannah ; and a cursory account of each will 
be found in tlfc sequel. 
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MAIIABLESHWUE. (Hills.) 

(Elevation above the Level of the Sea, about . 

4,600 Feet.) 

Distance hy Marh^ about a Jmndred miles by water ^ 
and thirty miles, hy land. 

2^rd Marchy 1852. Tuesday. — I arrived here 
this morning after a very trying transit both by sea 
and by land. I only took a small quantity of 
luggage and my horse “ Goolab.” Six servants 
accompanied me. We iill went on board at sunset 
on Sunday, but the tide having gone out, and the 
wind being completely lulled, w6 did not leave 
the harbour till midnight. I loft my tents stand- 
ing on tlio Esidaiiadc and three servants in cliarge : 
the rest o.^ my large Camj) I paid up and dis- 
charged previous to leaving Bombay. All my 
hoVses I also disposed of, merely retaining Goolab 
till fay passage should bo secured by one of the 
“ Overland” steamers. 

T begin tQ think it a beautiftd and effective ruse 
♦to have got out of that het Bombay, and thus to 
have escaped from a]|^ my overpowering business, 
which appeared daily* tq increase instead of dimi- 
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nish. Some kind Mei^ have promised to clear 
off all arrears of work for me, and to take my 
passage, &cf., during my projected absence of a week, 
so I have avoided no end of trouble. The “ kind 
friends,” in question^ are to be pitied, hftwever. 

But to return to my journey. 

I commenced by saying, we left the harbour at 
midnight on Sunday, in a Bunder-boat, — my little 
nag also on board. We all embarked from the 
Boree-Bunder, the only ghat practicable for horses. 
The tide was so low that when I arrived at the 
water’s edge, I fotmd my boat wjIs anchored at 
some distance, and T had to go out to her in a 
dinghie. 

When the morning of Monday broke, I foimd 
we were off Coltiba, a fort about an eighth of the 
distance (by water). 

Wo reached Bancoot, which is a port at* the 
entrance of the Marh rfver, at tvjp o’clock,* p.m., 
having accomplished the long voyage between 
Colaba and Bancoot in eight hours. A very high 
wind blow in our favour tli^ whole day, • and 
every soul on board*(excopting the boatmen, of 
course,) suffered mucill from sea-sickness. I could 
not stand the effects, o^ the violent motion in thq 
cabin,«so I remained on the upper deck both night 
and day. The dews at nig^t were heavy, and 1 
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felt very ill, in sgite outlie curtains I erected 
by means of poles to save myself from sun by day 
and dew by night. The coast was perhaps pretty, 
perhaps ugly, — I was fer too miserable to take 
note ef ailght. 

The seaman' so high when we were turning into 
the direction of the Marh river, that the waves 
nearly swamped our boat, and I was obliged to 
go below at last. The foam wet me through even 
in the ca^>in, and I must, allow I felt rather 
anxious about our safety. 

The river once gained, there was no more sea- 
sickness on board, but our progress was slow in 
proportion to the loss of the propelling wind. After 
going some four miles, the men were obliged to 
take the sails down, and ply theii oars. We did 
not reach Marh, the terminus of the voyage, till 
two o’clock, a.m., on Tuesday (yesterday). The 
distance from Bjincoot to Marh, by water, is eigh- 
teen COBS, or thirty-six miles. 

The breadth of this river seldom averages more 
than- a hundred ^ards, (after fairly leaving the 
sea,) and the hiUy, wooded banks are very pictu- 
resque. The distance from Buncoot tP Marh, as the 
grow flies, is‘ not ten miles, ^but the river winds in 
a most tantalizing manner. At Marh there is a 
staging Bimgalow; an<^ ponies, bullocks, and carts; 
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also Coolies and humdlSy {ktf^drs or bearers,) are 
ready at a moment’s notice. The fixed rates of 
hire are dfe follows : — 


From Marh to Mahabldshwur. 

; liiqiees.* Annas. 


Ponies for lading . . • 


4 

each. 

Bullocks, ditto. * . . * 

Carts, as far as Kun4isur, the foot 

1 

0 


of the GhS.t . , . 

Coolies, to Mahabl^hwur, from the 

2 

• 

0 


foot of the Ghat, 

0 

6 


Humals, ditto, . . . * 

Coolies, from Marh to Mahablesh- 

0 

6 


wur, the whole way * 

0 

10 

> 

Humals, ditto. 

0 

12 



A phaeton, •drawn by two horses, can be hirc^fl 
from Marh to Kim<5i^lir, • where palanquins and 
riding ponies arc kept by'^e same Parsde who 
runs the phaetons, that cpnvey thp tra'^eller to 
Mahabl^shwur from. Kun4isur ; — & palanquin, tox 
seven or eight rupees ; a ]gony, two rupees, for 
the twelve miles. The phaet^ip costs the same for 
one or two passengers, from Marh to Xun6isur. 
There is a &nd-rouflB from Marh to Bombay, via 
Nagotna; but as I,m^an to return taat way, I sl^ll 
defer all notice of it at present, beyond remarldng 
that the phaetons run on^ Kagotna from Marh, 

VOL. IIL JL o 
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and that thS cost of one or two seats for the entire 
distance from Nagotna to E!un6isiir, is alike forty- 
two* rupees. I proterred riding iny own liorse the 
whole way to this mode of traveUing, so I cannot 
pass any opinion on it. 

The hrstl|staging) Bungalow on the road, is 
Pol&dpoor, also ' called Koldkpore, twelve miles 
from Mhar or Morh. The next is £!un4isur, six 
mUes ftirther. At this Byngalow I passed the 
whole of yesterday, as my baggage had not come 
up. My stupid servants had sent it on bullocks, 
and those animals are slow beyond conception. I 
exchanged them for ponies at £un4isur, and send- 
ing those on about sunset, waited myself till 
eight o’clock, p.m., in order to dine before starting, 

it was already so late. The road is a made 
one, and very good- all the way. There are many 
short ascents and degeents even during the first 
eighteen milc^ ; hut I .rode It on one horse, very 
easily in two hours or less.' " The last twelve miles 
consist principally of two steep ascents, divided 
by a similar dcsccn).'* 

I was told that I should find it too steep to 
ride I I not only rode the whole way, but the 
gi;pater part o^ the distance night, whmi heavy 
clouds made the thick darkness . visible. ‘The 
road is not half so steep as the last three miles 



MAHABLESHWUB. 


321 


fix>in Syree to Simla, — &r batten made, and broader 
by four or five feet, at tbe lowest average. 

The hills rose higher and bolder as wo ascended 
the Ghat, and the air became veryjoold. As I 
was alone, I kcf/t nealr my servants, and we went 
so slowly, that repeatedly I fell asleep, and nearly 
dropped off my horse. At last, about one o’clock 
in the morning, I halted on the road, — stopped the 
pony caning my bed, and cnterbig an empty 
hut, made myself bomfortablo for the few remain- 
ing hours of the night, sending ^on nearly all tlie 
servants and baggage. I rode up this morning, 
and can testify to the beauty of the hills and. of 
the richly 'jirooded landscape. Having seen, how- 
ever, scenery so much more grand and magnifi- 
cent, I was not struck by the extreme beauty nf 
the Mahableshwur Ilills * as ‘poweifully as^ others 

have been who have ncner beheld the more 

• • 

wondrous loveliness and •grantieujy of the lofty 
Himalaya and its peerless Snowy Heights. 

Thrbugh the kindness of Mr. 8 , of Hofnbay, 

I am fortunate enough to ha"^ a very goocL house 
here, duiii^ my ^orfstay. The compound sjir- 
rounding it* is so large, and so wqU wooded, that 
I feel delightfully sequestered. The air is deli- 
cioilsly cold, Hie morning mists have all cleared 
away, and the sun shiifes brightly now. The 
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station is four milps at least from Maliabl^shwur 
(•Proper), the village whence it derives its name, 
where there are Hindoo temples, and a frmed spot 
for pilgrims of that religion. The elevation of 
Mahahldsh'vt^ is 4,500 feet above the level of the 
sea, being lower 'than Simla by nearly 3,000 feet. 
On a clear day, the ocean and the river of Marh 
can be seen with the nahed eye from certain joints 
in and near the station, and vessels may*be distLn> 
guished sailing to and fro. There is a spot, called 
“Elphinstone Point,^’ which commands a very 
extensive view of the sea, river, and surrounding 
hills. There is a church here, . and the houses are 
numerous, covering a lax^e extent of hill. Good 
made-roads intersect the station and its vicinity. 

1 26^A March, 1852. Friday . — I Idhvc the Hills 
to-morrow but beforfe I go, I must add a few 
words descriptive of ^ Mahabl^shwur, as I shall 
not have another- spare moment for days, most 
probably. I applied for the phaeton to Nagotna, 
for the whole or even part of the way, as 
poor “*Goolab”* wih never carry me seventy- 
two miles on end at my-favourite pace; — but 
L(»d Ealkland and others have pre-engaged all 
th(h vehicles, so that I cannot «pr9cure one for the 
next three or four days. As 1 cannot dela]f, 1 
must manage the best way J can without it. 
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I went to see MahabUsh^mi^ whioh is a small 
village, about four miles from the European sta- 
tion. JS. good made road leads to it, — and two 
miles further on, to “ Elphinstone Point,” where 
there is a Bungalow built for the convenience of 
visitors. There are two temples at Mahableshwur, 
— one called Krishna, and the other has the honour 
of christening the village. The former contains 
the spring, reputed. as the birth-place of the 
river Krishna, "v^ch flows through a narrow 
valley, flanked by perpendicular hills, a thousand 
feet below. The water is made to g^suo out of 
the mouth of a stone deity, (the spring being invi- 
sible, ) and falls into \ reservoir beneath. It must 
have an underground passage, for it issues forth 
some distantife below, from a third temple, out^of 
the mouth of another *deity, and fiiUs into a basin 
mmilar to the firsj;. It re-gjissues, after a ‘further 
subterranean passage, at the side of the hiU, — ^the 
abrupt precipice forming this side, being close to 
the third temple. At present there is nol^ much 
water in it. 

I visited Elphihstoae Point^yesterday evening, 
so poor “ Ooolab,^* what with the morning and 
evening wor^, had^ carry me some thir^ miles. 
The “ Point” •commands a truly magnificeilt view : 
— the ocean is quite Vi^ibie, and the river of Marh is 



824 


ADYENTUBES OF A LADT. 


seen meandering thrqugli the valley. The little 
port-town of Morh appears absurdly close, and yet 
to reach'it from this spot, thirty-six miles must be 
traversed. It docs not seem above six or seven 
as the crow dies. 

This Point is on the brink of a very abrupt 
precipice, with ' nothing to break the dizzy 
height; — I felt quite giddy when I looked 
dowm. The ground below is all rock and preci- 
pice, and the perpendicular khuds, together wdth 
the generally impracticable nature of the ground, 
make aU idea of a direct road to Marh mythit^d, 
and most hopeless. I was fortunate in getting a 
clear view, as during the greater part of the day, 
thick mists obscured the atmosphere, and rendered 
it impossible to see ten yards’ distance. I observed 
a tiger-trap laid between Mahableshwur village 
and “ Elphinstono Poijjt.” A pleasant reminder, 
truly, as evenipg came on ! Almost immediately 
afterwards, I satr an animal moving through a 
thicket within twenty yards of mo, but the dense 
foliage prevented my distinguishing its species. I 
drew up my horse on his haunches in the midst of a 
sharp canter, and hesitated for a moment, as I made 
sur^ it must be a tiger. But.ion^y for a moment. 
The next instant 1 cantered on; for, tiger or np 
tiger, if I wished to see the “ view” 1 had heard 
so mudh of, ^ this was my only chance. As I really 
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believed 1 bad seen a tigej — ^tbe trap proving 
that they haunted the neighbourhood — think I 
idiowed ^me courage in going on, all alone as 
I was. So this quality must be inherent, or 
abquired, even in tjie gentler sex ! 

Yesterday morning I visited a*tank below the 
Station hill, which the natives tofd me was called 
“ Yenna,” or some such name ; and I went a little 
distance down a road.in that direction, called the 
Bd.ee road. There is also a very good route to 
Sattdra, which station is fifteen coss distant. It 
is possible to reach the Neilghcrries by a land- 
route from Sattara, but the sea-route from Ban- 
koot to Calicut, an* thence by land to the Ncll- 
gheiries, is by frir the best and shortest. If I 
cannot secur(f a cabin next month as far as Sue;, 
I shall take a trip to ^ose’hills before the May 
steamer starts, as I believe thev are vely well 
worth visiting. 

The soil of the MahabldshvTtir hills — stone, 
rocks, and earth — is aU re^ ; and the made»roads 
look very pretty, resemblina our English parks, 
where the paths* are purposbly covered with 
red gravel.* The *very metalling of these hills is 
all of red stoqo, pounded and powdered. 

There has been a great deal of rain since yes- 
terday evening. The^mists became so dense long 



326 ABYENTUBES OP A LADY. 

before I could get home, that I was very nearly 
lost in them. • I could not see an inch before me, 
though it was not long after sunset, and in turning 
a comer I was within ah ace of falling over a pre- 
cipice. It "began shortly after to rain heavily, 
and did not clear up till nine o’clock this morning. 
It is deliciously cold and fresh now, and the sun 
is shining joyously. The air feels so soft and 
balmy, though cold, that I think regretfully of 
my sojourn in this place being bo near an end, and 
look forward to the humid heat below with ab- 
solute horror. AU the people drive about here in 
carriages, which are brought up by Coolies from 
Kun^isir. 

Ko wonder that the roads are so numerous and 
gpod all throughout those hills. The red rocks 
and soil are very ca^y managed; — ^whereas in the 
Himalaya, the impracticable rocks prove a formi- 
dable inipedii]j^cnt,t as they v^ould have to be labo- 
riously and expensively blasted for miles together. 
Were Elphinstone Point in the Simla district, I 
do not doubt that abroad would long ere this have 
been made far mote direct to Marh. If the Bom- 
bay-ites had only visited Ean^wr, they would see 
whf^t can be done in the way of road-making 
through real mountains — the solid lock 
blasted for miles, and the rmd built up frequently 
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with an elaborate labour quite incredible to those 
who have not had ocular demonstration of the 
&ot. 

There is a made road hence to Foonah, which 
id some sixty milei^ distant. A greal difference 
exists between the British Himalayas and these 
hUls, with regard to the mode of 'agriculture. In 
the former, the luxuriant fields of cultivation are 
disposed in terraces regularly cut al(mg the slopes 
of the mountains,* with beautiful regularity and 
care. But hero, the little cultivation visible is 
desultory and irregular, and the Verdant terraces 
of the north are completely unknown. 

I remember, some%wo years ago, meeting an 
officer in the Queen’s 15th Bcgiment of Foot, who 
had come ujf to see his brother at Simla. Thip 
gentleman entirely upset my gravity, by showing 
me some sapient remarks recorded in his* diary, 
regarding the phenomena presented* in the moun- 
tains he was visiting,* of myriafis of natural 
terraces I asked him, gijively and inquiringly, 
if he had also made a note reg^ding the cultiva- 
tion being as spdtataneous as the terraces were 
‘‘natural,” end assured him that the fields of 
wheat and ba^ey £e* saw, were all the wild pro- 
duce of beneficent Mother Nature. (He believed 

o 3 
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me implicitly, and subsequently made 

use of my valuable suggestion !) 

BOMBAY. 

Distance from Nagotna^ "by land seventy-two miles, 
and by water about thirty-six. 

VZth April, 1852. Monday. — loft Maha* 
bleshwur on ‘Saturday aftcmoop, the 27th ult., at 
two o’clock, p.m. Illness has prevented my 
attempting to chronicle my journey before, as I have 
been an unwilling and helpless prisoner fur days 
to a sick bed. I have lost my passage Home too, 
and my thoughts are now fixed upon my cherished 
visit to the Blue Mountains of Malabar, — deferred 

c 

but not forgotten. , To,rotam to my trip from 
Mahableshwur to Bombay, of which I have not 
as yet said anytliing.* 

Having failed in obtaining a seat in the phaeton 
whiclj runs to Hagotna, owing to the concourse of 
visitor^ rushing up at* the time of my departure, I 
mounted my owm^llant sJeed'Goolab,* and can- 
tered down the Ghat as ^ast as I could. In tho 
steepest parts, df course, I was ^Hfiged to slacken my 

* Whioh I should havo bofore infonned my reader^ is a 
Kashmir pony, thirteen hand^high. 
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speed, bu^ I reached Pol&dppre in two hours’ time. 
The rapid pace and the great iTcat combined, had 
exhausted both steed and rider, so I went up to the 
D&k-Bungalow to rest in the shade for half an hour, 
i was feverishly thirsty, but all I Could got in 
this Goth-ish place, was a very ttjpid questionable- 
looking fluid the Khidmutgar pbrsisted in calling 
“ water,” and which I was forced to imbibe in 
inordinate quantities to quench my raging thirst. 

After leaving .the Bungalow, 1 cantered to 
within two miles of Marh, when “ Goolab ” 
most unconditionally gave inj and my utmost 
persuasion could not coax him out of a walk. 
A thirty miles’ ride, in the sun is not very 
pleasant at any season of the year on one pony,, 
but at the end of March in this killing climate, 
it was most annilfllatin'g. work, and on my 
arrival at Marh, I tlircw ^myself on thtJ bod in 
the only imoccupiefl aijqjrtmept of the Dak Bun- 
galow, utterly worn-out. My •cough became so 
distressing, and my pulse beat so feverishly, 
that I felt I could rido no more that night. 
No phaeton was*to be procured, and as I wished 
to reach ^ombay^in tunc to sail per “Achilles,” 
I was forced tP .hire a wretched convc;gancc 
from the Messman, in which I coidd travel in 
a recumbent position. •This conveyance had no 
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wrings, and Heaven^ for^end that I ^oidd he 
oondenmed again & endure the purgatory of that 
miserable night ! Sleep was quite a m'yth, and 
before the day broke, I became so very desperate, 
that I called for my horse, determined to ride till 
1 dropped, rather than remain in this conveyance 
worthy of the dsiys of Noah. But my pony was 
nowhere in sight, so I lay down once more in 
despair. About eight o’clock (on the morning of 
the 28th,) wc*reachod Indapore; aB&k Bungalow 
twenty-fdur miles from Marh, and eighteen from 
Nagotna. It is situated on an eminence’ a him- 
dred paces to the left of the road. Here I 
remmned till two o’clock, p.ih., in the vain hopes 
. of some better conveyance arriving. But my evil 
stqrs continuing adverse, 1 mounted Goolab at 
last, and rode to Nagotna, ih a desperate frame of 
mind, ctoss and ill. Goolab went at a moderate 
trot the Vholo way, but if 1 attempted to urge 
him faster, he‘' drew resolutely up, and mutely 
declined to go. So I took the hint, remembering 
the adage, Quand on n’a pas oe qu’on aime, il 
feut aimer ce qu’onf4 I” 

I reached Nagotna at five 6’clock, -p.m., and 
found my baggs^e and servants had amved. A 
gentleman in the Bungalow sent me two bottles 
of iced soda-water, like the prince of Samaritans^ 
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seeixig me amve wearied and^hot. I shall remem* 
her him in my prayers, for his timely aid, though 
I do not byen know his name. 

We embarked at sunset in a Bunder-boat, which 
had been sent for me from il^mbay, &d I hoped 
my troubles were now at an end.* The place of 
embarkation at Nagotna is a mere Nullah, which 
by the ebbing of the tide, is left for miles too 
shallow to 450 navigated. W o had only gone some 
six miles, when the same cause detained* us for 
hours in the said arm of the sea. At seven o’clock, 
a.m., we tf'cre off “ Kurza Bunder,” — ^Bombay in 
sight — ^and I began to lookforward to a breakfast on 
shore. Vain hope I Wo knocked about the mouth 
of the harbour till midnight. The boat’s crew 
were intoxicated, (apparently,) and behaved in sp 
singular a manner, {hair 'I* became seriously 
alarmed, and requested to Jbe put on shore at 
Kurza Bunder. I might have^addfesseff myself 
with equal chance of success to tlfo unruly winds 
of heaven I The crew prefeiT;ed the stormy passage 
from Kurza to the sandy, desolate shore opposite — 
backwards and forwards l^ough'the livelong hours 
of day and night, add with all sails set, this same 
tempestuous jgussage was made over and o^er 
again. They oould not, or they would not, enter 
the harbour. The tejrible sea sickness, which 
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overpowered xne^ forpcd me to remain <m the poop, 
and more dead than alive, I braved the sun and 
dew alike, terrified and iU. One of the*' boatmen, 
who was evidently under the potent infiuence of 
B^Jiang, or*some siilh intoxicating drug, bccailLe 
more and more* finntic in his gestures and Ian* 
guage as the evening came on, and about 9 o’clock 
I and many others in the boat very nearly met 
with a watery grave. The, wind was raging more 
tempestuously than ever — ^the'wild waves threat- 
ened each moment to ciigulph our helpless bark, 
and still we tossed about the stormy mlkith of^the 
harbour, from point to point, as if our boat were 
possessed by the Foul FicRd'himsclf, or the unquiet 
wraith of the Flying Dutchman. Each moment I 
thought would be our last, and distracted by sea- 
sickness, wet to the skin *by the breakers, which 
scattered their briny, foam on ^my unsheltered cot, 
I gave way length to the 'feelings of despair and 
misery which of erpowercd'me, and with passionate 
tears^ frantically enfreated the boatmen to land 
me anywhere — ^ratfier than pretend to bo reaching 
Bombay, when f5$r seventeen ‘ hours we had con- 
turned to perform the same stormy passage, 
inability or unwillingness rendeiing our entrance 
into the harbour an apparent impossibiUty^r I 
« addressed the Tindal, ordie^ of the boatmen; but 
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the intoxicated individual I Imvo alluded to above, 
rushing across the deck, and jumping up the ladder 
leading tb the tiny poop, (which was more than 
half occupied by the bed on which I was at the 
moment seated,) ht^angued and gesticulated with 
insane vehemence, shaking his great black fists 
in my face, and madly cndcafourmg to pre- 
cipitate me into the surging waters of the angry 
sea, — only«’estramed J)y the combined efforts of 
my terrified servants, who prevented his getting 
on the poop. In the smctll space, so confined and 
circumscrR)cd, in which the wre^ling took place 
between this wretch and my servants, there was 
momentary danger of ’dije or other being upset. 
My slight couch reeled with the stormy wind, and 
one of my people was obliged to sit by it, for fot|f 
of its being tilted overl)y tlio •combatants, even if 
the tempest spared the fragile structure. 7 sha.ll 
never forget .that dre&dful .night a crefr of in- 
toxicated and infuriated nativesf, one of whom 
appeared ready to proceed Jn all extremities — a 
desperate storm raging round us, the blaick and 
foaming waters of the “Great Deep” looking 
doubly teinblo in*the uncertain and flickering 
light of a shadowpdjnoon — her racLiance dimi^ed 
’ 'and«darkened by heavy, portentous clouds, which 
only foretold farther miseries for our hapless boat, 



834 


ADYENTUBES OF A LADT. 


if it remained exposed to the gathming blasts 
much longer. How we at last reached Bombay, I 
hardly know, for the rest of my duihnoe vile’’ 
was passed in a fortunate state of insensibility to 
all things ‘ mimdane. Overcopie with terror add 
illness, I looked' as one “ who sleeps the sleep that’ 
knows no waking,” and perhaps, this awed my 
bacchanalian crew into sobriety and comparative 
decency ; — at all events, my servants informed me, 
that after coming up to my couch and gazing mth 
alarm on my pallid add senseless features, so 
ghastly in the dim moonlight, they made every 
exertion at last to reach the Bunder, which 
was easily attained aftor< tour hours’ proper navi- 
gation. 

„ The follovHflig day I took care Hjo report the 
whole matter to the proper authorities, having 
first, on arrival at tjie Boree Bimder, taken the 
timely prccantion.of handing over to the European 
in charge of thd Ghat, all my refractory crew. I 
am happy to Hlie able add, for the credit of jus- 
tice administered, that the wretched men received 
the utmost limitfof chasUsenlcnt permitted by 
law. 

cThe route to Mdrh I described, in my former 
journey: — from li^h to Nagotna was new ground. 
There is an excellent rmdejKiaA, though not quite 
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level, which passes inland, losings sight of the sea 
almost at once. 

The Bungalow I mentioned at Indagiirh is the 
only staging-house en chemin. Between Maha- 
b^^shwur and the first Bungalow at Farrg&on, six 
miles, I observed, as I rode down, a Fort, on a jrook 
to the right hand, which escaped my notice during 
my nocturnal ascent. I was riding alone, and 
saw no oneVho could ^enlighten my jg^orance as 
to its origin or present use. 

X*Jth ApHlj 1852. Saturdat/.—Thfi climate of 
Bombay has^o seriously affected my health, that I 
feel it is absolutely necessary to try change of ai?, 
before I attcpipt the hot'discomforts of the Over- 
land Journey to England in this trying weather. I 
have resolved ^berefore ^ leayeBombay to-morrowj 
in the English ship “Ursula*,” as the Captain 
thereof has promised to land me at Calicut|^on the 
Malabar coast, that I may take a Ain up to the Neil- 
gherries, and be back al’Calicut in time for the last 
“ coasting steamer” of the season, on its retutn to 
Bombay, as no vessels ply on the coast of Malabar 
after the mpnsoonl:^ bnce burst. The journey 
by land fronf Malabar to Bombay ;would bo too 
trying for an invidiff at this season of the year. 
My dbugh contihues most harassing, and is wear- 
ing me to a shadow. Lh^e also a return of the 
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former anomaloi^s and distressing sensations in 
the brain, and I languish to return to a more 
genM climate. Pmr. eomhle de malheur^ I learn 
by letters from the Punj&b, that the weather in 
that part of the world is even 2 «»-seasonably cool 
andj>leasant, so that I might have been enjoying 
it aU this time, instead of grilling here, since my 
voyage to England has been thus unavoidably 
postponed bpyond my original calculations. 


CALICUT. (On rma- Malabar Coast.) 

Distance^ about six hundred n^iles from 
Bombay. 

24^Ai April, 1852. Satur,day. — ^Arrived here 
this morning, after a passage of five days and ten 
hours, per “ tjrsula,” frbln Bombay. We had 
adverse or light winds a great part of the time, 
otherwise we should have been here two days 
ago. The ^^Ufsula” is'u fiist-sailing ship, and 
distanced one^ or two others which left the harbour 
of Bombay several^ours before wp did. I found 
the heat very great on board — riie thermometer 
steadily rising as we^aj^roached this latitude, 
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which is easllj accoimted for, as ye are consider- 
ably nearer the equator here than at Bombay.* 

Calicut insists of a small station, and a largo 
native town, entirely in the Madras style — all heat 
and cocoa-nut trees. . The natives are a fine-!bok- 
ing race, as hir as size and stalwart make are 
concerned, but beauty is wofuUy at a premium in 
either sex. The men wear a most eccentric head- 
gear, in the %Mpe of a straight hat iit^g close to 
the head, and rising from the forehead to a couple 
of inches higher than the crown, surmounted by a 
regular umbrella — ^the whole concern made of a 
sort of leaf-matting, in one piece, secured by, 
strings tied upder th» chin. The Coolies, shop- 
keepers, bearers, all adorn themselves with this 
funny hat, — ^and on consideration, I cannot help ad- « 
miring the sense which pfom{>ted so useful an 
appendage — ^useful ajike when the sun shines or 
the rain falls---a “ march of mteltect” surely to be 
equalled in this land of Ticathens. 

The harbour of Calicut is an open road-stead. With 
a slight smf near the beach, on account of which the 
boats are all small and flsrt-bottomdd. As soon as 
I reached the shore, a tofyon and eigl\|; bearers met 
me, and brought mo to this Dak-Bungalow. The 

* The town of Calicut is in latitude 11** 15' North, and longi- 
tude 75** 50' East. 
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thermometer s^nda now (noon) at ^8*1 — I need 
make no further comment on ,the heat. The 
pTOTince of Calicut ,is a sub-division of the 
Malabar province, extending along the sea-coast 
befrvfteen the parallels of 10^ and 12® N. lat. * It 
is one of the principal countries of that extraordi- 
nary Hindoo race, the Nairs. The former Calicut 
Bdjahs Vere of this tribe, and the distinctive and 
honourable appellation of the TamooYi BSjah” was 
bestowed on the sovereign by the natives. The 
ladies of this tribe were called Tambooretties, the 
male sex having a prescriptive right to the appel- 
lation of Tamboorans. The fair sex of thd;iimost 
exalted, as well as the lower ranks^ had most ex- 
traordinary customs regarding marriage — ^unpre- 
.cedented indeed! They married, but it was 
deemed scandalously ‘improper if they lived with 
their soi~disant husbands, whom indeed they were 

j ^ c 

never periaittcd to- see alone. ■ They always 
resided in their brothers' ' houses, and the fathers 
of their children ware studiously selected fri>m 
the Brahmins (or Nambouries, as they are there 
called). The 'BSjah was chosen according to 
seniority in, the female line, and Was regularly 
crowned. He aspired to higher ijank than any of 
his progenitors, the sacred Brahmins, and was 
held inferior only to the invisible gods themselves. 
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These pretehsions, though fuUy admitted by his 
subjects, were repudiated, however, by the Brah- 
miiis. Th& pride of this race of royal scious was 
very great ; the B^jah was always called the 
Zaftiorin” by theBril;ish. In 1767, when Hyder 
Ali invaded Malabar, the Cochin 'BSjah quietly 
submitted to pay the required tribute ; the Za- 
morin, however, did not follow the servile 4bimple 
^of the neighbouring prince, but prou^y and im- 
conditionaUy declined all submission, and, after on 
unavailing resistance, he was made prisoner. Even 
in this extremity his spirit did not succumb. De- 
termmed to die rather than submit, he set fire to 
the house in which he .was confined, and perished 
in the conflagration. I^overal of his personal 
suite, who had been accidentally excluded when he 
shut the door, subsequently tllrew themselves into 
the flames, and perished witji their proud* and 
honoured master. 

The province of Malabar extexfds along the 
western coast of India. Its» former limits were 
from Cape Comorin to the river Chandraghtri, in 
latitude 12® 30^ Korth. • When the term “ Mala- 
bar” is applied to the* whole tract of country from 
Bombay to the southern extremity, it is erroneous 
though very congou ; the other modem subdivi- 
sions are Cochin and Tjravancore. Malabar lies 
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immediately below, the Western 61id,ts, and the 
sea is almost everywhere in sight. The country 
is low, but broken, and much intersected with 
extensive ravines, rivers and back-waters; the 
whole extent is densely shaded with forest &nd 
jungle. The uplands are comparatively barren, 
and the greatest part of the population resides on 
the mJ^ins of the streams and in the deep ravines. 
The low ^untay is excessively hut, and th^ 
vapours and exhalations ar(t very dense. A pro- 
digious quantity of this aerial moisture accumu- 
lates, and remains night and day in a floating state, 
sometimes ascending to the mountains-^but being 
checked by the cold in those high lands— descend- 
ing again immediately. This continues till the 
. setting in of the monsoon, when the whole is con- 
densed into rain, '^of t^hich some falls on the low 
country, some on tb/3 mountains, and what remadns 
is blown across 'Mysore, over the‘ Seringapatam 
valley. 

Bice is widely cultivated throughout Malabar, 
and Valuable timber is obtained, especially in the 
uplands of thtf province. In the low country, 
bamboo and ox>coa-nut trees overrun the district, 
and are very profitable. Fppper pnd the fruit of 
the jack-tree form the remaining staple pro^ce of 
the prUvince. 
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The dresti of the i^omen is^ remarkably scanty, 
even for Orientals, and their beauti^il figures are 
displayed nuore than in any other part of Hindo> 
Stan. They simply wear a petticoat, very scant 
and thin, or a dhatie* such as the Hindoos use in 
the sister-presidency. The nppdr ^rt of the 
figure is generally quite unadorned — perhaps like 
the feir “ Lavinia” — their beauty is, “ 'when mi- 
adomed, adorned the iqost !” 

* Occasionally a transparent muslin scarf of spot- 
less purity is thrown over^tho back of the head, 
but in no way concealing the perfectly symmetrical 
form. And I must say it is symmetry itself, for 
more grace and beauty I hpver before beheld; — the 
nymphs seemed so modest withal, so unconscious 
of the unusual nudity of their persons, thfit I, 
called one or two to my ^room* and had a long con- 
versation with them through ^ interpreter. *V’ery 
few of the Malabar peasants .can 8pea|^ the fiiadee 
or Oordoo I am accustomed to—tho Malabar 
tongue is totally different. 

The Mohammedan inhabitants of the province 
are called Moplahs, •and. among them is a set of 

* A long piece of muslin, about a yard and«a quarter broad, 
BO ingeniously wougd round tiie lower part of the figure as to 
form flowing trousen, leaving Hie legs bare from the knee 
downwards. 



A3>ySNTDBB9' OF A LADY. 


fiexoe, Moody-thirs^^ 1>iigoted ruffianiS, who have 
lobdled rex>eatec&y against the Briti^ power, and 
have given considerable trouble to the government. 

Wild elephants are very numerous in the 
jungles of Malabar. Not long ago, a lady and 
gentleman Ver& travelling in palanquins, carried 
by sixteen men each, along the very route I am 
taking, when the conveyances were suddenly 
put down on the road, aud the two-aqd<-thirty 
brave carriers took to instant flight, uttering wild 
cries of “ The elephants I the elephants !” The 
lady was asleep and never heard anything, but 
the gallant escort jumping out of his palky, hurried 
to the fiur sleeper and^ dragged her out of the 
conveyance, before she understood the meaning of 
ohis frantic and unceremonious haiato. They had 
just time to rush'wildly'’down a slight declivity 
and hide themselves in the underwood, when the 
gigantic monsterxamo up to the deserted vehicles, 
and imagining them to 'be still tenanted, flrst 
tramplod them to atoms and then contemptuously 
scattered the debris, leaving the luckless travel- 
lers to reach Ootacamund the best way they 
could. An awful and mysteiious silence has been 
preserved regarding the nam^ of this pair, and 
under finghtful penalties has my silence been pur- 
chased ! so as I am dying to reveal the secret, I 
had' better go on to some other subject. 
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But firsf let me menti<m predicted hcmocs 
in store for me in fhe>Arrioode wilderness. This 
very elephant is said to be prowling yet along the 
road, being an outcast from his brethren — out- 
lawed for his ho^d ferocity even among the 
ferocious. Beport saith thitt this fiend is ready 
to waylay any passengers, and only awaiteth his 
opportunity. He was tracked two days ago by a 
keen i^rtsman, (one J!dr. Howland Hunt,) up a 
water-course to the* foot of a rugged Height, fsir 
beyond the usual range of the “ elephant-jungle,” 
and his track was distinctly marked for miles on 
miles along the very road 1 am to ride. But I 
am resolved to brave all this, though verily I have 
no reason to be partial to any of the elephant 
tribe, even tame ones. It is a well known fact 
that very firequently oleph^ls become musfh* 
even in a tame state, and they then become 
most unmanageable. Occasionally they ^t loose 
and range the jungles,’ carrying 'death and de- 
struction everywhere, destroying men and animals 
with equal ferocity, tearing up huge ancestral 
trees in the vast forests^ — ^thoir cwn comrades of 
the jimgle fearing and repelling their approach. 
There was a vmy funous elephant of this sort lest 
year (or the year before) in the Dehra Dhoon, 
* If ad, tt 9 go<miableb 
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^own by a heavy iron chain being still &stened 
to his great ankles. 

But even before they become as bad as this, 
they have very frequently wild and unmanage- 
able fits even in their tamqst state. 1 ha^e 
already observed thSt I hdd no reason to feel 
fearless with re^rd to these animals in any way ; 
— ^the fact is, one of this genus very nearly termi- 
nated my sublunary caroer.about thred' years ago. 
1 was mounted on an elephant, sent by the B&jah 
of Nahun,* as a particular mark of respect. [The 
sequel would almost suggestthathe hadbeen bribed 

to attempt my life, which he slyly effected under 

___ 

the cloak of especial honour paid.] "Piis HtWhie^ 
was an incarnation of Satan, and after various 

* * Nfihun "was formerly, the (^pitdl of the principality of 
Sivmoor. It is a fine open town, situated in a level spot of 
table-land, on tlie summit of a lofty ^hill, which forms part of 
the nortA-westc^ boundary of the Kyardar Dhoon. The 
elevation of NatiuiL is 3,207 feet above the level of the sea, 
and in winter, snow lies there two and three inches deep. A 
magnificent view is commanded from the top of a neighbouring 
peak of the extensive plains beyond Sirhind and fiehfinm- 
pore the latter is^octween forty and fifty miles, N. by W,, 
distant from Nahun. Tlie view to* the north' is bound^ by 
the .3new7 Mountains — the icy pea^s of the lofty and distant 
Kange of eternal snows so white and glittering in the fiu 
hwruon. * * 

f H&t’hie means a male-eltll>hant the feminine is Sdfhnie. 
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playful pranks at the very cutset of the 
incontinently loft the road at the second mile, 
and careered away in the direction of the Ky&rda 
Dhoon, a wilderness of forest-trees, ^e Mahout 
had no power over the unwieldy brute, and 
vainly dug deep into his head the sharp-pointed 
iron instrument, the only weapon used to guide 
these monstrous animals. Faster and faster we 
went, while terror tied my lips, — ^which was more 
than could be saii of my native Abigail, who 
was seated beside me, or of the dj*iver perched on 
the nock of the runaway demon. Belle Bidne ! 
how they wept and screamed, as if tears or yells 
could avail > and if death mmt come, how much 
better to meet it Avith a calm and undaunted 
front ! IIoAvever, in tl|je emergency, I spared my 
lectures, and contented myself with despisipg the 
timidity displayed. • J’aster end faster w^ went ! 
I Avas forced to hold on, “ like gfim l^cath,” or the 
rapid motion would have swept me from the padded 
cushion* on wliich I was pbrehod. We cadie at 
length to a Nullah, or dry raArinc, with abrupt Mid 
precipitous ^ides. Rethought, this must stop 
our mad career.” But no ; not a Jbit of it J my 
sable Abigail rollMbff, like a bimdle of olothfis, 
just hs we reached the bottom of the Nullah, in a 
* Called a “thiddee.” 

p*’2 
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most cozy manner,; and her forced exit was fol- 
lowed by that of aU my effects, such as pillows, 
parcels, &c. I had hardly time to remark her 
release before wo were up the other side of the 
ravine, and “ away, away to the Xy&rda Dhoon.’’* 
Now, I will allow that the said valley is most 
rich in wooded beauty, greatly to bd admired by 
all lovers of the picturesque : — but place the most 
devoted of the genus in myhclpless position, and, 
believe me, he woidd not have had much leisure 
to gaze on the “ wooded beauty,” except to uttei 
rapid anathemas on the said beautiful trees, th( 
pride of the forest. As we approached, I figured 
to myself death in all its horrors ; — my limbs 

* A valley not far firom N&hon ; it takes its name from an 
old ghwrry, or ibrtified post, fifroen or twenty miles south-east 
of N&hun, in lat. 30“ 28* N. ; and Ion, 77“ 30' E. The valley 
lies between the town of Kuhun and the river Jumna. The 
jungle is m dense, that in the rainy season, i^ order to escape 
the pestilential'* cxJiolations and. miasma, the inhabitants of 
the valley used to moke annual migrations ; and the marshy 
soil so luxuriant tha\;, during their absence, long rank 
grass an^ thick imderwood had sprang up, and obliterated all 
traces of jheir labours.*' This valley Was formerly in posses- 
Cfion of the Ghoorkhos, who were exj/ifcllod by t^e British forces. 
In former times this Dhoon was well-peopled and well-culti- 
Ta(^, according to ancient accounts; and its subsequent insa- 
lubrity may be attributed to the rapid ov^r-growth of jlmgle 
from neglect. 
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tom asunder by the spreadmg trees, or hanging, 
like Absalom, by my long hair, the cherished 
pride of my youth! The Mahout meantime 
was equally alive to the perils of his position, 
and to my horror, I observed hiid preparing 
(in the midst of his baby-teanf,) to slip off the 
trunk of the elephant, and leavb me to my fate. 
For the first time since the commencement of our 
dangerous elephantine-gallop, I opened my lips in 
remonstrance and •wrath, eloquently representing 
my helpless position : — eVen in the event of the ele- 
phant coming to his senses, hoV could I guide 
him back to the road ? The gallant Oriental youth 
was ready with a philb*sqphical reply to my earnest 
remonstrances, far from satisfactory to me at the 
time. “Ap»ko jan ghea,” said he, “owr me^ 
jan keoonh ndokhs&n* kurfeage ?” * and ho was 
gone, and I was left alone in my helplessness ! 
My favourite dog w& with mo, an^ I resolved to 
save the life of my pet; if mine wdro really to be so 
sacrificed j so I looked out deliberately for a favour- 
able spot, and threw my fiuthful little companion 
as softly down aa oun rapid motion allowed. 1 
felt a pang'wirhen l*saw the poor creature remain 
motionless as^long <as I could see It, but the«ex- 

**Or Anglice ; Your honour’s life it gone, and wbj should 
I sacrifice mine?” 
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treme danger of my own position soon recalled my 
thoughts to mold selfish coi^iderations, and 1 
shuddered to contemplate my own certain doom, if 
I remained on the dlephant much longer. A few 
minutes, atld wo should have entered that dense 
jungle, now so ‘terribly near, where I knew a 
fearful death awaited me — ^to be, perchance, tom 
' limb from limb, and trampled to death at last by 
the infuriate beast, so wildly careering on to my 
destruction. ' 

near’d the wild wood— 'twas so wide, 

I saw no bounds on either side ; 

’Twas studded close with sturdy trees, 

That bent not to the roughest breeze.” 

A few seconds, and it wopld be too late to choose 
my fate ! With desperate resolution, but unwa- 
yering presence of mind, I jumped fi:om my ele- 
vated scat to the gi-ound, just before we reached 
the falul forest. IIc»w I mapaged it, I cannot 
well ca^lain,. but fortunately I never lost my 
presence of mind j for, I remember, that just 
as I •was about to take the terrible leap, on 
observing that my foot had caught in a loop 
of tho rope-gear, •• I very calmly disentangled it 
with one htmd, while I hold on with the other. 
Had I boon flurried, and jumped "^hen my foot 
was thus held captive, most dreadful would have 
been my end, as I must 'hayo been dragged along 
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the ground head-foremoaf, my foot being imprisoned 
aboye, and thus have met b, cfuel and agonizing 
death. As it was, I reached the ground in safety, 
and though the shock of thdVall from so great a 
height, stunned me for two •or three hburs, a mer- 
dfril Providence spared mo from any fracture of 
limbs, or dangerous contusions. I suffered a 
week’s fever ; — but the recreant Mahout was, by , 
order of the Bdjah, imprisoned for a year in the 
Nahun jail, and ho. was, moreovCI*, mulcted of 
a year’s arrears of wages, and received fivo-and- 
twenty lashes before going irrto the dungeon. 
The elephant was not found for several days, and 
then he was in a very wild and lmapproachabl(^ 
state ; — so tlie natives informed me. 

J'our (Pclodh-i p.m. Satne day . — have been in 
despair about my projected trip to the Neilghcr- 
ries, finding it very hopeless getting a d&b laid by 
any route upder fou# or five days’ tima Every 
person who comes to.Calicut in tticr wild expecta- 
tion of escaping at once t^ a more genial climate, 
labours under a delusion from which he viH only 
too soon awake, when actually^ here. There art; 
two roads tp Ootaeamtmd from Calicut ; one via 
Palghat and Coimbptoor,* the other, by Arricodt; 

* The route from Calicut to Ootacomund, by the above, ia 
as follows : — 

1. Saypoor, B 6 miles 
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and the Koondah Pass. The latter the more 
direct, and I mean to pursue it. As my arrange- 
ments can only be made half way, (I cannot afford 
even one day’s ditay,) I shall be obliged to 
“ rough” itj: but I have purchased a pony to carry 
me when my dak fads, and I iiave made up my 
mind to start this evening, whatever the inconve- 
niences en route may be. I have received every 
aid and assistance from Mr. ConoUy, the collector 
of Calicut, to* whom my best thanks are due for 
enabling mo to get away at all. I have copied 
out the instructions he gave me, and subjoin them 


2. Tonoor, B . , • . 

13 

miles. 

3. Batulxioodyonguddy, B . ' • . . 

9 

>> 

4. B \ . 

. ne 


6, Patamby, B ... 

4 

11 

0. Wunyomkollum, B 

•* 11 

• X JL 

i» 

7. Lackadycottali, B ‘ ‘ . 

00 

11 

8. FUghutcherry, ♦ B 

16 

11 

9. 'WuUiam llivcr . . ^ • 

• , 15s 

M 

10. Coimbatocr, B . • ^ • 

15i 

11 

11. Goodaloor, B 

11 

11 

12. ^atypollium^ B . * . 

9 

11 

13. Summit of Coonoor Pass, B 

12 

11 

14. Ootacamund, 

9 

11 


TdUd distance . . 153 miles. 

N.B.— In the above route, “ B” stands for* Dak-Bungalow; 
and when ** * ” is added, it is to intimate th£t there is a dSli- 
taiy or civil Station there l^cwise., *' H” stands lor hold. 
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for the guidance of travellers.* The Kotvr&l of 
this, place, when he came to receive my orders 
* ( Verbatim eopjf,) 

** A boat con ascend the river from Calicut to Ariacode 
ip about eight hours. There is a small publi8 Bungalow at 
the latter place. The Aad from Ariacodebto Wundoor is hilly. 
Wundoor is a fine and open country, four or five miles from the 
Jungle, and is perfectly healthy at all seasons. The public 
Bungalow is a good tiled one. The Sisaporoh, or Eoondah 
Bungalow, is situated about two hundred yards to the left of 
the top of the Ghaut ; this and the AvalancAo Bungalow are 
wooden buildings ; in both of there are fire-places. The 
Bombay travellers, who bring horses yn^ them, will find the 
Koondah route the shortest and best. On landing at Calicut 
they should immediately write to the Collector of Malabar, or, 
in his absence, to the Calicflft Cotwal, to secure a well-manned 
boat and a Miftiohal, and their horses should be posted at 
Ariacode, Wundoor, Cholakul, Walughaut, Kisaparah and Ava- 
lanche, so as to enable thcji to be ready at these differcht 
stages on the morning of the third of fourtli day. The road 
from Wundoor having been only lately opened, natives have a 
great dislike to j)rocecd al<Aig it, stating their fear of elephants 
as the cause ; but there are^only seven miles Of jungle at the 
bottom of the Pass to bo traversed, and in reality there is no 
fear during day-light. Any numbT^r of bcarors can be gdt from 
Calient to the foot of the Ghaut, but they will not ascend the 
Hills, so bearers must Yto ordered in ad'^nce from the Post- 
master, at OolS^amund, ^ meet the traveller at Cholakul. . 

'\^th horses baited, |uid the other requfeito arrangements 
made beforehand,* it is quite possible, starting from Calicut 
in tAe afternoon, *to reach Ootacamund by the following 
evening.’^ 


9.3 
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regarding my jonm^) strenuously elideayoured 
to me from pursuing the Arricode mute, 

as the road is so very jungly, and infested not only 
with wild elephants, hut also with tigers and 
wolves. Hh told me pathetie t^es of people being 
trampled down hy the former, and tom to pieces 
hy the latter, aiid conjured mo not to risk my 
life thus rashly. Having fully resolved, however, 
on the particular route in question, cvhU qui co'&te, 
1 paid but little hoed to his remonstrances. 


AHRICODE. 

Distance from Calicut hy tivc Baypore river ^ about 
twenty-seven miles. 

^hth'Aprily 1862. Sunday. — I arrived here at 

9 r 

eight oVslockj a.qi., accomi>lishing the voyage 
in nine houfs. * The Baypoor river is about a 
mile from the Ddk-Bongalow at Calicut, and I 
was carried to the boat in the same conveyance in 
which I am no^ to proceed d4k. This convey- 
ance requires a few descriptive words. It is 
called a ‘‘ mmfrheel,” also mimzil,^^ and is an 

<1 l' 

excellent imitation of the hill Dandy of the Hima- 
layas, with a moveablq^top ; the sole difference 
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being thaA four men carry HuncbcOl, and two 
only are required at a time for* the Dandy. 

The boats on the Bayporc river are all small. 
The largest resemble the Bengal ** Budgerow ” in 
miniature, but there is no cooking cabin of any dc> 
scription — a serious inconvenieAbe indeed. When 
I called for tea this morning, ^e were obliged to 
moor the boat, and the water was boiled on shore. 
The bearers of my d^k, called the “ Boees,” row 
the boat, which mo Bengal .hearth -would ever 
condescend to do. Thb river is narrow and shal- 
low ; the banks densely wooded, and the scenery 
of wild beauty. The Neilghcrry hills are dis- 
tinctly visible at almtfet every bend of the winding 
stream. ^ wooden bridge spans the “Bayporc,”^ 
close to the spot where wo embarked, but it was 
so dark last night, T could* make no particular 
note of the vicinitj". 

There is a Bulfgalov hqre, but nb servant 
beyond a Sepoy in«charge. ®ie* heat is very 
overpowering, the thermometer standing at, 98® in 
the house now, at one o’clock, p.m. This Bun- 
galow is ^ mile from* the placc^ where wo left the 
boat, and*part of fhe road is along the shore, and 
part through^ the, -village ; — ^wooded, hilly scepery 
<m* every side. Flaintains and cocoarnuts seem 
the staple commodities of the place. All 1 have 



^4 jummnntM esf '▲ last. 

token a frosh 
{XMsoa«oxii.^vliM^'U,«ft wftNI^mg'ai it is imwMe- 
soine* . Ky jtut «mvo4, hff Idndy and 

thOngk tbe lient is intequae, I shall now proceed 
on my joturnby* I do not nnderatand the Malabar 
tongue, and my ibifined Oordoo is quite at a dis- 
count here. GhatissLe, who is with me, is equally 
'at a loss. The Muncheol ” is ready, so now 
for the Blue Mountains of Malabar, and'the wild 
olephants eit route. 


WUNDOOR. 

Distance^ fouwteen miles. 

26<A Aprilj 1852. Monday.^Siz*j>‘ clock, a.m. 
— Before leaving, I. ^ust ^chronicle my arrival 
here, though a slight attack of fever almost 
incapacitates me ^m ^ the ’ slightest exertion. 
Wo did not alrivc till long* after dark. 1 was 
chilled, and feverish then, and went to bed 
without breaking my fast. A storm of thunder, 
lightning, and ra^n, came* on ^ before* we had 
accomplislicd two-thirds of our'^joumey, the road 
was ,woodod and jungly — so 'my illness is not 
quite unaccountable. Half-way th€a*e is a small 
Bimgalow, but knowing «I had no time to spare. 



0BOLA« 


1 did nof hiiHi iluni|^ iriRB at ita 

height at the tiiae. > nTe»Bay$aiFeTe4i^peiiMi 
just belotr this hall-aray !0xutgd<nr) aiid ve croased 
it in a boat. The road ia a little hilly, very 
wooded and pretjy, but by no means good, or 
adapted to any wheeled conveyances. I now 
proceed in the “ Muncheel ” to t/hola, (or “ Oho- 
lakul,”) through the jungle of wild elephants, 
while Ghaussio rides, my pony. 


CHOLA, on CnOLAKUTj. (]^oot of ICoondah 

Pass.) 

Distance^ eleven miles. 

Same dat/^*eleven o^cloeJc, a.m . — I fool so ill, njy 
pulse boating 120“, that* I fear I have got an 
attack of jungle-fever, and unluckily here my 
“ dak” stops, so I Siust side.* It, would not bo 
safe to halt in this jungld under an/circumstances.* 
There is only a miserable hut here, with a Sepoy 
in charge — no supplies of any description pro- 
curable. 

* A lady and4icr daughter, artBIrs. and Miss M , travelled 

this route the day after I* arrived at Ootacamund. Yielding 
to th^ feverish feeljngs which so frequently come on^ (especially 
after any exposure to cold or wet,) in these jungles, they passed 
the night at Chola>kul. They j^ll the victims to their impru- 
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The road from Wundoor to Chola *is a good 
pathway, generally lovel, but the country is pf a 
hilly nature, wild and jungly, the wood consisting 
principally of bamboo trees. The rank vegetfiilion 
and the redundant underwood strongly remind 
me of the Sikhim Hills, or rather the jungle near 
Ihe foot of those hills. 1 saw one wild elephant 
with huge tusks, close to the road, but it did not 
molest us. The heat is very great, and 1 am too 
feverish to write more. In thiee or four hours’ 
time, Deo vohnte^ I shall bo in a colder region. 


SISFABA. (Called commonly by xhe Natives 
‘‘ Chee-cheepara.”) 

Distance^'^ eleven miles. 

2*1 th ‘April. 1852. Tuesday . — ^Arrived here 
yesterday ovcniiig at sunsets The road is a very 
good .bridle-path, but uo earts could, in the very 
wildest * imagination, be taken an inch of this 

dcnco, for within a week both mother and daughter died of 
the jimgle-fevcr. , I saw the oiftouncement in the newspapers 
befo.'o I left Malabar. The malaria In^hese jungles is indeed 
fatal in ite effects on the constitution, .and during j^leep 
especially, the deadly miasma^too certainly operates. 
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^ute. !EVom Cholakul, th^ a^ent up the Eoon- 
daE Pass commences. The jungle contipiuos, but 
the tree^ change from bamboo, &c., to the different 
varieties of rhododendron, oak, and^ other hill- 
growing apecies. . At half-way from Ohola to 
8ispS.ra, is Wdla-Gh&t, where tiSiere is a hut, — a 
rude construction, but sufEicient protection in a 
storm. There are coffee plantations, about a' 
couple of* miles distant, (off the road,) and the 
jungle is being rafkidly cleared away for them. 

There is a ma^iffcont view from the top of 
this Ghat, when the clouds and mists obligingly 
make themselves scarce. The sea is seen beyopd 
the wooded^ plains stretching over the range of 
the ^ondah mountains, and the little river of* 
Bayporc meanders through the wilderness. It is 
quite possible to discern* ships sailing on the 
ocean with the nailed eye ; ^nd as the crow flies, 
I do not bcKevo the EoondaVs lushest summit 
can be thirty mUcs frftm the sea. 

The Bimgalow at Sisp^ra is a wretched place, 
principally Jbuilt of wood. Bain fell heavfly here, 
not only al? last night,* but for several hours this, 
morning. *I am pass4^ away the moments of 
my imprisonnjcnt»tfle best way I can. I got wet 
threugh yesterday evening on the ascent of the 
Gh&t, and 1 believe r^in* is constantly deluging 
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this section of the h^. A beautiM creeper 
grows here in wild luxuriance, of velvety pu/^le 
tints. It has four petals, of three different shades 
of purple. This plant is called the ^^Sisp&ra 
creeper,” but I have noticed it equally at Wila^ 
Ghlit, and indeed aU over the Eloondah moun- 
tains. 

There are numerous wild-flowers between 
Wundoor and^Chola, but I will only particularize 
two or three kinds which struck me most. One 
is of a bulbous species* the upper flowers of 
a beautiful pink, while lower down the stem grow 
smaller and different coloured flowers, the outer 
petals yellow in hue, and the centre nearly black. 
The otheiwflower which attracted my noti($, as 1 
passed through the elephant-jungle*, was of the 
lily species, but very much larger than the English 
varieties. A third plant I may also mention, as 
it is not found on the Himalayas. The flower is 
exactly like a smtUl English geranium, of a bri^t 
scarlet tint, but scentless. The leaf is not at all 
like the geranium leaf, however, being much 
longer in shape, and far from fragrant.'^ The flora 
of this country is so wcllHaowm, thatdt is useless 
my « adding my crude ideas and observations on 
the subject. Indeed, as my visit to the Blue 
Mountains of Mtdabar will so very hurried and 



AYJJiANGHE. 359 . 

partial, I ^hall only be able to give a slight sketeh 
of them. 


• AVALANCnE.^ (Called by the iJ'ATiVES 
‘ Ablanjee.”) 

Distance^ eighteen miles. 

Same dhy . — Just arrived. I have performed 
this march on a hlahratta pony, aeeomplishing 
the distance in three hours : — ^had I been mounted 
on my beautiful “Phoenix,” one third of that 

time would have been nearly enough. The patb-* 

»• 

way average^ some four, feet in breadth, and the 
numerous ascents and descents are v#y slight 
and gradual,* in comparison oven with the morse 
civilized Himalayan roadsr The scenery (after 
losing sight of the, j^oondah Pass) appeared to 
my palled eyes tame and umntcncsting. The 
green undulating hilld,'with clumps of wood, had 
nothmg to strike the eyO — ^no bold peaks, no 
awhil precipices, no wondrous chasms, and I was 
proportionatibly disappointed. 

There is a*hut hafr way from Sisp&ra, where it 
is possible to tpke elleltm*, or halt for breakfastf if 
a traveller be not too particular as to his quarters. 
Close by this said hut I *observed the marks of 
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elephants’ feet, along the very path I was pur- 
suing, and I looked forward with some dread to a 
rencontre with one of the gigantic trih4 before I 
reached Avalanche, but I did not halt or delay in 
consequence. It is raining again, thunder and 
lightning being the pleasing accompaniments. I 
find I am far less timid now than formerly in 
these awful storms — ^a very satisfactory discovery, 
by the way I This place is called “ Avalanche,” 
on account of a land-slip, whi6h very imaginative 
people think bears a resemblance to the mighty 
snow avalanches of the Alpine regions. A very 
great license such people must give to their 
fertile imaginations, for in my humble opinion 
there is #>t the ghost of a likeness between the 
two. 

Fowls, eggs, rice, &V5., are to be procured here, 
—also milk ; and for horses, “ Coolty.” This 
Coolty is the Madras > substitute for- gram, and is 
a species of pulse. It is always boiled previous 
to use, and is said to be fattening, ^t Sinara 
notMnff‘ is to be had, not even milk, as there is no 
village near. Goolty at* eight seers the rupee, 
can be purchased &om 4he iUan in charge of the 
Bimgalow, but no supplies are procurable for 
Christian bipeds ; so let all travellers be warmed, 
or they will be starved as I was, from want of 
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some suclf friendly cautioD), pre-administered. I 
have fortunately brought a goat with me, so I 
can alws^s ensure a cup of tea, and that is at all 
times consolatory (to me). There jjre plenty of 
jungle-fowl in these mountains, oR “ shik&r ” 
of all sorts is tol|»mbly abundant.* I wrill hereafter 
enter into further detail. 

The thermometer exliibited in the shade to-day 
at Sisp^ra, 63** ; at Avalanche, 66** at noon, and 
63® at sun§et. A difference, it will bo observed, 
of 35® between this and Calicut. 

A Peon or Chokeydar is the only servant enter- 
tained by government for these staging-Bunga- 
lows, except at Wundoor, where the attendant 
functionary professes to bo a cook ; thowever, 
from my knowledge of these Bungalow domes- 
tics, I should not feel muck disposed to trust 
to his culinary skill. Thc^ Bungalow is 'prettily 
situated here, and tfiere is a^stnlyng and beau- 
tifril repose in the stUl landsca|)e,* which must 
be very ^refreshing to the* blase denizens gf the 
heartless “world,” flocking hither as they do 
from the large stations in thn ^plains, or cven^ 
from the mountain-sanatoria, where all is brilliant 
turmoil, and hollQwt frivolous gaiety, palling ^nd 
wearying at last even to satiety. 
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OOTACAMUND. (Elevation 7,361 feet above 
H lks LEVEL of the SeA.) 

Distance^ fourteen and a \ilf miles. 

%iSth Aprils 1862. IHday. — arrived here 
early on Wednesday, and I have speirt two days 
with E — P — , whom I found here, much to my 
delight. I have also met with an old friend of 
my childish days, Nina S — ^ now Mrs. G — . I 
reminded both herself and her caro sposo of .their 
days of courtship, and told her I remembered well 
how enUUe she used to be once upon a time ! 
Ebioh reminiscences are sometimes * troublesome, 
but the happy Benedicts m question enjoyed the 
“light 'wit ” as much. as I did. 

Yesterday morning mountmg my new purchase, 
the Malabar' pony, I climbed the summit of Do- 
dab^t Peak, tho highest point south of ^o great 
Himalayan range. Its elevation is 8,760 feet 
above tho levels of the sea, and a veiry fine view 
is commanded on every side. To- the north 
stretch out the burning plaids of Mysore, and on 
a dear day tho distant city of Seringapatam is 
distinctly visible. To* the right of Mysore are 
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seen the Stations of Coon^or, Coimbatore, and 
Pfi-lg^^tcherry. Ootaoamimd is entirely exposed 
to view, the houses being scattered over slightly 
undulating hills, the rich green sward bespangled 
with countless myriads of lovely VUd-flowcrs. 
The little lake /relieves the monotony of the 
scenery, which, pretty as it indubitably is, has too 
little variety, too few bold or striking points, and 
no stupendous Ileightp white with everlasting ioo 
and snow, — is too tAniej in short, to satisfy eyes now 
palled with the long contemplation of the majestic 
features, of the Ilimalayan mountains, and the 
remote and glorious wastes of the regions of per- 
petual snow. With tKc pcoi)lo of the Madras presi- 
dency, I :l%ar this confession will rank me as a 
stupid and heterodox character, and in imaging,- 
tion I hear the denunciations •poured forth on my 
affectation and want of tasto^ 

There are. four s^1;ionsin the N^lgheny lliUs 
— Ootacamund, 7,361» feet in eleVhtibn ; Coonoor, 
5,886 ditto ditto; Kotagberry, 6,571 ditto; and 
Dimhutty, 6,330 ditto. The ffrst is the principal 
one of the four. 

An excellent hofbl flourishes at Ootacamund, 
and a second is jit embryo. Tfie only public 
buildings of any size ^that I saw wcr(^ a church 
and the club-house, but .my very circumscribed 
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visit scarcely permitted any extensive observa- 
tions, and as I before remarked, I can only offer 
a very slight and imperfect sketch of the Blue 
Mountains.* The lake is a narrow strip of water, 
between three and four miles long, and as a car- 
riage road encircles the basin, good drive of 
seven miles may be hud all round. There are a 
few carriages hero, but riding is far more adapted 
to the hills. .The roads ai*c very tolerable, and 
tliroughout Ootacaniund, pretty level, but not so 
good as on the Mahablcshwur Hills. 

There has been a good deal of rain since my 
arrival here ; the “ oldest inhabitants ” say,4iow- 
over, that the monsoon has not set ,in. Ootaca- 
mund is entirely exposed to the full force of the 
s6uth-wost monsoon, but a range df mountains 
protects Coonoor dhriiig those stormy months. 
However, in October, Noveinber and December, 
the iiortli-east or MadrUs monsoon prevails there. 
During the prevalence of the south-west monsoon, 
numbers of people iiobk to Coonoor, from the 
neighbouring sanatarium, and a very good hotel 
.has been built to accommodate this inHux of visi- 
tors, besides several private Bungalows. 

The clinmto of Ootacumund ds said to be more 
equable thou that of most of the other sanataria. 

♦ Nnly blue, and Ghiery cr Gherry, mountain. 
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During mjT short rcsidQ|ice,,the thermometer has 
exliibited the following heights : — 

Sunrise. Nooifc Sunset. 

April 28th 63“* 62“ f 62“ 

„ 29th 61“ 64“ 63“ 

„ 30th/ 61“ 63“ 61“ 

N.B. The thermometer stood in a room the whole 
time, on the same spot. 

Before Iea\’iiig the* subject of tli^s Blue Moun- 
tains of Malabar, I will give a slight topographical 
account of them. Tliese hills ai'c^jituated between 
the parallels of 11" 10' and 11" 32' North latitude, 
and Y6" 50' and 77“, 31' East longitude, from 
Greenwich. . Tlieir greatest extent, in an oblique 
direction, from S.W. to N.E., is about forty miles, 
and their extreme brc.^dth perhaps fifteen. This 
estimated breadth is tolerably constant throughout, 
and if the fact of thereat undulation of ,tho sur- 
face bo takem into consid&rati5n,^ tfio superficial 
extent may be compuf cd at nearly seven Jumdred 
square geographical miles. * These mountainsf form 
the abuttal of the immense table-land of* central 
India, bogiijniug with ‘upper llindostan and the 
Deccan, an<r continued through IS^ysore, limited 
on the cast by the taiutly-markcd line of 1:ho 
Eastern GhUts,* and on the west by the bbld range 
* At Avalanche. f In heavy rain. 
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of the "Western Gh&ts. From the table-land of 
Mysore,* the Neilgherries rise to the elevatictn of 
3,5Q0 foot, and ^ doop. fissuro diyidos thorn &om 

the Eastern and Western Ghats.t On all the 

( 

* Mysore is a laxge province lying between the porallcls- 
of 11*’ and 15** North latitude, enclosed on two sides by 
the 'W'estem and Eastern Ghats. It consists of on elevated 
plateau, from which rise many lofty hills ^d clusters of 
lulls, containing the sources of numerous rivers that ferti- 
lize the ncighboilring low country. Barometrical observations 
give the altitude of Mysore from nearly 2,000 to 4,600 feet 
above the level of t^o sea, according to the points measured. 
The latter elevation constitutes the highest mountain in My* 
SOTO. The formation of the rock which forms the basis of the 
whole coimtry, is sionitc, being "quartz, felspar, hornblende, 
and mica, mingled. 

f The Eastern Ghats arc a chain of hills, commencing in 
the south about latitude 11** 20' North, extending to the 
banks of tlio Krishna, in latitude 16” North, separating the 
“ Carnatic Balnghat and the “ Carnatic Paycenghat,” (which 
extends olbng the coast of Coromanti^.) The average eleva- 
tion is less tlionr&nt of the 'Western Gh&ts, the highest alti- 
tude being 3,000 feet. The Western Ghats” are better 
defined tlron the former, and extend from Capo Comorin to 
the Tuptde, or river of Surat, where they bend eastward in a 
wavy lino parallol to the river, and arc afterwords lost in the 
"bills in the vicinity of Boorh&npoor. Their distance from the 
sea-coast varies fi%m forty to seventy miles, and at one point 
the chain approaches the sea as near as" dx niles. The whole 
extent includes 13” of latitudOf with one 'break in the ridge, 
sixteen mUcB wide, through wMch the river Paniany flows 
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other Bides*they rise abruptly firom the low-lands 
of ll^labar and Coimbatore, in *& precipitous mass 
between five and seven thousand feet in altitude. 
There are three distinct ranges, of much the 
same elevation, but presenting very Vhrying fea- 
tui*es in the ^^uping as well* as the general 
aspect. The table-land on the summits is much 
undulated, and swamps, free from miasma, are 
found in 4he valleys. Dodabet Peak forms the 
lino of separation* between the ifbrth-east and 
south-west monsoons, tdl the mountains to the 
west of the peak being subject tfl the influence of 
the latter. A belt, of dense jungle completely 
environs the base of*tho hills, rising from 2,000 
to 3,000 along their declivities. This belt is 
of varying breadth — nowhere less than six miles 
in extent, and nowherS exceeding twenty. After 
the belt of jimglc is surmoimt^, there occurs 
ordinarily a* line of* demarca^on ^an open space 
nearly destitute of trees) above Tviiidi the Alpine 
character of the vegetation and forest begins to 
be distinctly observable, and the jungly under- 
wood almost entirely disappears^ rich grass taking 
its place. The boldest and most picturesque scenery* 

into the TV’estem 0<!ban. The elevation of this chain of 
motfiitains varies* from two .to six thousand feet above tho 
level of the sea. 

VOL. Ill, 
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is presented on the side of the Xoondah Bange, 
which rises in vast rocky precipices, five an4. sia; 
thousand feet in elevation, quite inaccessible from 
the low-lands beneath. From these Heights, most 
magnificent* views arc obtained ; and, apparently 
quite close, lie^ the boundless,^ expanse of the 
daik blue ocean,— the surface so calm and placid 
in fine weather, so awful in its wrath when 
storms sw<Hip over the fathomless de(^, and the 
mountain wa^cs lash the foaming waters into 
whiter find stui)ondous brdakers. 

The tablo-lantl, diversified by long undulating 
ridges, with deep valleys interposing, is sometimes 
beautifully wooded, somctim'es carpeted with lux- 
uriant grass and countless tlowcrs. ^ho abundant 
siipply of inoistiire preserves the surface of the 
ground in a constant state l)f verdure. The wes- 
tern fade of DtYlabet descends with a slope of 
oonsidcritblo abruptness — wboded hollows and 
swampy valldys *foi*ming thC'varieties presented to 
the eye. IvotagheiTy is situated on a table-land, 
after one or two of the above valleys arc traversed, 
and the range lias become- broken into numerous 
small conical rocky hills. The country is less 
woqdod hero, and is intersected by deep valleys 
debouoliii\g into the low-lands befow. Onq of 
these dales is called thp “ Orange Valley,” from 
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the number of orange and Ihno. trees found in it. 
Thc^jlevation of this valley is between 4,000 and 
5,000 feet above the sea-level, and ds it is confined 
by steep hills, the temperature is proportionately 
high. Dimhutty is lower than ^otagherrj’’, and 
is situated on A plateau beti^een that station 
and the Orange Valley.* 

The mean temperature of Ootacamund is 52° 
28' ; — a long coiu*sc of meteorologicid observations 
places the maximum jj,t 77", and the mini- 
mum at 38®. The cxtr.iordinarv effect of radia- 
tion, evaporation, and the forced* descent of 
the Cfddor columns of, air, is to reduce the tem- 
pcKiturc of 4;hc valleys, below freezing point, 
and even in the spring, thick ice is found. If 
a person were to tost, the pffcct of the radiatioh 
at the bottom of the valley, by descending on 
a dark, clear nightf ^le would febl a sudden and 
powerful chill, proving^ thereby lys'Qntraiicc igto 
a colder column of air. Wlien the sti«tura of 
air above is transparently clear, the valleys be- 
low arc WKipped very frequently in dense fogs, 
from the cause above stated. 

The geolo^cal formation of these mountains 
is primitive — almdst wholly composed of sieilitc 

* “ Torced ” ISy their supenor weight, and imobstruotcd by 
any disturbing wind in their^assage. 

u*2 
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of a very hard Quartz hAs been 

found near the Koondah Gh§,t, and beds- of 
decomposed felspar clsc’whcre. Crystals of gar- 
net, and ycins of ore, both iron and gold, 
have also been detected; but only in places 
where the prevalence of densd- and malarious 
jungle renders all extensive research impossible. 
The water found on the hills is of two kinds — 
one Inird and containing iron, the other delight- 
fully soft. The soil of the hills is very rich, 
and cultivation abundant, considering the amount 
of the population. Barley, hhdttoo* poppies, 
garlic, onions, wheat, &o., are cultivated exten- 
sively. A few fi’uits and numerous vegetables are 
also produced. Potatoes, cauliflowers^ cabbages, 
beet-root, celery, and' peas, are to be ixad in plenty 
in the bazaars. Beautiful flowers can be horti- 
culturally cultivated besides the numerous and 
fmgi’ant wild varieties, with which the hedge- 
rows and jungles abound,— -the -wild rose, so 
divinely sweet, the cgl&ntine, the honeysuckle, the 
geraniiim, and the jessamine. The butter-cups 
_ and daisies recall our native land, atid the merry 
days of childhood, — 

if Tho days wlicn wo went gipsying, a long time ago.” 

* This gasuii resembles Love-lies-bleeding,” and is the 
same blood-rcd colour when ]^pe. It is called in the Neil- 
gherries, * * Kecrcemow. ' ’ 
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The rhododendron is here a fine forest-tree, as in 
the Jlimalayan mountains, and glows with thour 
sands of )ich scarlet fiowers, from the end of Octo- 
ber to the beginning of April. The horticultural 
plants are — ^thc dsdilia^ (of many kindS,) the gera- 
nium, the ver^na, the rose, the heliotrope, and 
all the English varieties of garden plants. The 
fruits arc — apples, pears, peaches, plums and straw- 
berries ; A-tho latter, and also gooseberries and 
cherries, grow wildfbut are only fit; for tarts. 

Woodcock and the ofdinary jungle-fowl abound 
in these mountains. Elephants, bison, tigers, 
bears, wild-hogs, cheetahs, hares and jackals form 
the favourite “ shikar ” of sportsmen. Porcu- 
pine, elks,* jungle-sheep, and ibex, arc also 
occasionally found, and hunted. 

The last topic P shall .descant upon, before 
closing this hasty sketch, is oi^o of peculiar inte- 
rest, as it, relates to a very singular tiice, whose 
origin is yet enigmatical. These* are the -^*^0- 
dars,” who claim to be the original tribes of thosti 
bills — ^the veritable aborigines. I went, yesterday 
evening to oUe ef the Todar-munds^ (or their apo- 


• The “ Siynbah.” 

• f So called ftp here, but they arc more cor^ctly a honAfiSc 
species of deer. 
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logics for villages,) ‘and was much entortained by 
my visit to this culious people. I believe a yery 
able account of the race emanated from the pen 
of Captain Ilarkncss, some twenty years ago ; and 
though I ht»/o not mot with the work in questiouj 
I have no doubt it gives all particulars, so that 
any further description is almost an act of super- 
^ crogation. I will content myself therefore with a 
very few words on the subject. 

The appearance' of the Tods^’s is decidedly pre- 
possessing ; the men are fine', tall, stalwart figures, 
with handsome faces, anel soft curly black hair — 
the features prominent, and classically chiselled. 
The wome'n are fiiire'i* thail' the men, anel have 
very long and beautiful hair, flowing round them 
in reelunelant natuml curls. They are^ gooel-look- 
and have a good-teimp^reel, laughter-loving 
'expression. Their feature's are regular and 
classictil, but’ as ^e'ir 'figiues 'are cnvole)ped in a 
sortji'f dingy muni'my-like wT-apper, it is not easy 
to say wlult they eire lik9. The whole race, male 
and fe'ifialo, are above the average height of even 
European countries ; anel in .their appearance and 
h&bits, they are 'so completely* isolate^' and sin- 
gular, that it is' impossible nov ^to regard thdm 
evith curiosity and interest commingloicl. They dp 
not congre^te in towns ^or villages, but lead a 
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strictly pUtoral life, tlic jf>rincipal branches of 

every family living quite separate. The number 

of the whole race does not excc<^ five hundred, 

and it is said they arc gradually diminishing. 

Perchance the npxt century will find them 

vanished from, the face of the earth. Their 

“ munds ” are simply a collccfion of wigwams. 

These huts have been likened to the canopy of a ' 

waggon. * They arc formed of thatch, supported 

on wooden posts, and the only entrance is a very 

tiny door about two foot high^ and one foot and 

a half wide. I ondoavoiu'od to crooj) in, but the 

smoke of the fires which were lit inside for cook- 
• • 
mg pm’posps, nearly stifled me at tlie very 

entrance, and the filthy habits of the people stilj , 

more offectfially frightened mo away. 

Their language appeafs to bo quite different 
from any of the ^siatic tyngu«s, and apparently 
impossible ’of acquireim*nt, as nQ one has been 
known to master its 'simplest rudiments. JSlnre- 
over, they have no ■wiithfr language whatever, nor 
any outward symbols of their ideas. 

The onjy notion they have of, religion is rough 
and indistinct, ^liey make obeisance to the 
rising sun, pnd* believe tliat the soul goes some- 
where — e'esVtout! This unknown locality they 
term “ Iloomanorr.”, Che women are famed for 
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anything but virtue^ and their demonic institu- 
tions are too bad to describe, so I will not advert 
to |hom furthoi. On the occasion of my visit to 
the Todar-munds, I was accompanied by ]V^rs. 
G — and her brother, Mr. -S — . The Todai^ 

I 

crowded round us, fidl of mirth, and curiosity ; 
jabbered away vely fast ip their pectoral language, 
and freely examined our clothes, &c,, with no ap- 
pearance of shyness. They had learnt at least 
one word of Ilindo-stanee, and importunately 
clamoured for “ bucksliish,” wliich Mr. S — gave 
them very good-natiucdly, but failed in satisfying 
their rapacity. Y(‘t they were so merry and good- 
looking, that it Wiis impossible to be, aught but 
amused at tlieir freedom. I noticed thal they had 
all uncovered head.s — men and wom6n — and the 
luxuriance of their liafr was quite remarkable. 

The literal meaning t)f Todai^ “ man,” by which 
term they ratler pioudly (and coolly) designate 
tlicmsclveg, par excellence ! 


CALICUT. 

IHstancc^ by the Koondah Pas^ and the Baypoor 

liiver altogether^ ninety-eifc miles. 

\ 

bth Mapf 1852. Wednesday. — I need not 
scribe my trip, as it was very much ditto repeated 
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of the one en route upward. , I aocompamed Cajv 

tfifhi and Mrs. C , very delightful people, from 

Sispara to Calicut, and my solitude was thus plea- 
santly broken. I had also the plcai|iu:o of finding^ 
here an old and •esteemed fricijd; so, as wo all go 
back to Bombay together, in the “ Steam Naviga- 
tion Company’s” steamer, I expect quite a pleasure 
trip, instead of a sick and solitary passage — the 
wind being fair^ and light, and t]jcre being as yet 
no decided ap^pranep of the Monsoon, notwith- 
standing the heavy min we hfivo had during the 
last week. 

Between Ootayamund and Sispara, before I 

joined Captain and Mrs. C , I had a second 

rencontre with one of the elephant tribe, but 
escaped unhiu*t, as, in ^hc Cholakul jungle* I 
had distanced my servants^ and Was riding aloim. 
My weary pony who was not worth his salt,) 
was flagging wofully m hfs ^ecd, when c ame 
ujjon the unmLstakeable elephant-tracks, ^o freshly 
imprinted on the eaii;li that I felt they, must be 
recent. I looked around for assistance, but no 
human Keing w^ near. I tried to urge my p^ny 
bxto a gallop— ..apd he obstinately declined to move 
at all. In tMs extremity, at no great dLstan^e 
from the road, I observed the tracks verging off 

in the direction ofr a •spring of water, and a few 

• 
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seconds afterwards, , to . my horror, I spied the 
monstrous animal behind a tree, not fifty yards 
oflf. I observed ho had but one tusk. Had he 
attacked me, ,I must have fallen a victim,, for no 
persuasion or coercion could hasten my recreant 
steed. Hut thoupjh, at one time, I thought the 
enemy approached defyingly, he let me pass on. 
It soon after mim'd heavily, and 1 came up to 
some liuts, the remains of a Ihmnalow once built 
on the spot, where I took shelter.^ Here 1 found 
Mr. Hiuit — the gi:eat English sportsman before 
alluded to — who informed me that this elephant 
was the “ one-tusker,” well known in these parts, 
said to be an outcast fi’om his fratoKiity, and 
ffxtra-ferocious. How grateful was I for my pro- 
vidential escape, when I lounged the fidt extent of 
t}io danger I hadinemTod.* The late min has dimi- 
nished thij temperature here, n/'airly ten degrees 
since my last visit* to the place. The thehnometer 
to-day eihibited, at sunrise, 75°; noon, 81°; sun- 
set, 70". , ^ 

B.OMllAY; 

5th Juli/y 1852. Monday . — tiong continued 
illness has prevented my resinning 'my diary, and 
the debilitating effects of this deadly efimate have* 
totally incapacitated me, of late, from all oxer- 
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tion, bodily or mental, oftbr six, a.m. Complete 
exfiaustion prostrated every energy by sunset, and 
I could then do nothing but lie dbwn in a state of 
j)hysical debility closely approximating to stupor — 
from which I only succeeded incousing myself for 
my delicious cold plunge-bath, or my short morning 
gallop before sun-rise* each day. J have had,^ 
however, notliing to chronicle,, except a visit to 
Bassein and Tannah,*of which I will presently give 
a short account, and llic “ binrsting’’ of tho.south- 
west Monsoon a month ago. • AM for the said 
“ bursting, ” I have been spared all storms of 
thunder and lightniirg, and a dohige of rain seems 
to constitifte this “ Monsoon ” — cedscless rain 
accompanied by hurricanosi'of wind. 

Shortly after my i«tui 3 i> from Calicut,* I visited 
Bassein, starting with a party from Apollo-Bundei* 
in a Bunder-boat hfte fine, hot evening.. By day- 
break w'c foiuid wo hsi-d made cvjnfparativclyJL'Jttle 
progress; so, about ten, o’clock, we moored our 
boat at a wharf, the name of which has entirely 
escaped my rccoUdctipn. In some ruins situated 
qp a hill* pur brcwikfast was I^r^pared. At three 
o’clock, p.m., we* returned to our boat, and in 
s]pto of the*/emoastranco3 of the boatmerT, wha 
declared that both f id6 jmd wind were* adverse, we 
resolved to attempt the passage to Bassein, which 
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was actually in siglft. ‘However, after a tempes- 
tuous knocking about for five hours, during which 
interval we did* not pipgress a mile, we were 
forced to return for dinnbr. That important,, 
business being consummated, alb ten o’clock we 
again set sail ; and when I awoke very early the 
following maming, T found wo were lying in the 
little harbour opposite the extensive Kuins of 
Bassein. 

After taking the matutinal cup of tea or coffee, 
so indispensable at daybreak in India, we pro- 
ceeded to explore the famous ruins, and returned 
much delighted from a prcdtable two hours’ 
ramble. Those have been so often* described, 
“that a few words will here suffice. ^ 

The ruins found at B,^sain extend for miles, 
^and were once important fortifications; — ^ram- 
parts and bastions Vithoutr * the glacis, and 
within the fortified cnclosiujc, vast and melan- 
choly debris of fine Bpman Catholic churches, 
convents and monasteries — lofty and imposing 
structures still remaining 4n,stiiy to the by- 
gone power of the Portuguetsc. There is (f. 
mournful look of utter desolation in the place 
«whicd' strikes the eye of the*" beholder,, and 
forcibly impresses on the diind the nothingness 
of the greatest efforts of finitb man. I remember 
. experiencing this sentiment almost to oppression, 
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when 1 visited the far nA>re* striking and exten- 
sive ruiQs of M&ndoo (in Molw^,) — ^the momitain* 
town whose circumference measures six-and-tMrty 
.miles, and whoso area within the defences con- 
tains upwards *of thirteen thousand English 
acres. This cfelehratcd city, OQCUpying the entire 
tabular summit of a ihountain of the Vindhyan 
Eange,* is separated by a vast chasm (resembling 
closely an artificial ditch of gigantic proportions) 
fi’om the adjacent country, the whole ofv which 
is singularly wild and picturesque. Its magni- 
ficent edifices, — ^the fortifications, the water- 
palace, the Jumma Musjid, the wliite marble 

* Tho "^rndhya Mountains extend from the province o^ 
Behar, (the ^former limits of which were hetween the 22nd 
and 24th degrees of North lafitucje,) with little or no inter- 
ruption, to Cape Comorin, in latitude 8“ 4' Nortji, and longi* 
tude 77" 45' East, tb^ southexi exfi'cmity of Uindostun — 
bounding the; vast Gangetic plain oif the south. Tins extensive 
ridge of hills passes behind Mirzaporc add AllahaMtff and 
between Banda in Bundelcund) and @ingpore in Mnlwa, takes 
a sweep to the south ; then bends north to Owalidr, behind 
Agra knd Delhi in the -nprthem boimdary of the chain. In 
this quarter, the hiU^ attain no great altitude anywhere. .In 
the south this ridge. extends cast and west along the Valley 
of tho Nerbudda. • It is only in a few detached Kpo|£ that it 
riecs above twcktiiousand feet in elevation. The highest peak 
of the M&ndo9 range ({lie “ Shaizghur ") *18 nearly three 
thousand feet high. 
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maasoleum of Huasoili Sliah, and many other 
grand and wondrous mins — all tell oC power 
of magnid6enoo gone for ever. Alas! for 
what empty d)aublos man toils through the short, 
career of life, and wastes his little span of ex- 
istence ! 

The Portuguese obtained possession of Bassein 
by treaty with the Sultan of Cambay,* in 1531, 
and retained it until captured by the Mahrattas 
more tlxan two centuries subsequently, in 1760. 
It was at Bassein* that the celebrated treaty was 
signed, annihilating the Mahratta Power as & 
federal empire. 

To people leaving Bassein, a most’ vexatious 
’delay occurs in levying the Mimool^ or tax, 
impbsed by govoniment nn all boats touching at 
this harbour ; and though we were very anxious 
to get awa}*^ ciirly, half Ihe day Was lost in absurd 
formalities befoj’e ^ho busiiuiss was got through. 
Altogether*- it is a tiresome arrangement, and 
entails a most unnecessary waste of time. We 
lost the morning tide in consequence, and -When 

* An ancient city jn the i)rovincc of ^Gujerat, situated ^t 
the upper part of tlio Gulf of Cambay, /on the north-west 
d^ost of India. ^ (This city was mentioned ly Marco Pol«, 
about A.i>. 129o.) Latitude ' 22 ° 21' Xorth,*and longitude 
72® 48' East. 
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we reached Tannah, it wasiate in the afternoon, 
and 'further water-travelling was impossible, os 
the narrow strait had become so shallow through 
the ebbing of the tide, that no boat oould make 
any progress. We^onsequcntlylandcdi^Tamiah, 
and taking a plufeton, drove the rqmainhig twenty- 
two miles to Bombay, asVellards now connect all 
the detached islets, and span the once severing 
arms of the sea. 

Basscin is about tliirty miles from Bombay, 
north of the Fort. Tannah is»a to^vn on the 
island of Salsette, and was once a famous fortress, 
which commanded tho^assage, about two hundred 
yards broiiil,* between the island and the main 
land. It is situated north by cast from Bombay, 
in latitude 19° 11' Nerth^nnd longitude 73° 6' 
East. British troops are now cantoned lyjre, and 
fine macadamized rcfttds lead* to Bombay and Poo- 
nah, south and north.^ .Tannali if^ dhjy famoi^, for 
two things at present, — intense heat and insalu- 
brity. ' 

I fear I have but lialtingly performed my sell- 
set task of *dft8criptjon in the diary of tliis day,, 
but Jdnd reader, aa* you road, “ ift to these pages 
any errors faHj think of the heat^ and you’ll*for- 
give them all !” 

To-morrow, (D.V.,)*I "leave Bombay, and as 
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the Monsoon is atfits 'height, I may look forward 

to a stormy, and i>erchance dangerous passage 

to my “ gjaterlonb.” Qu ’importe ? whether one 

sleeps in the bosom of the “ dark blue sea,” 

or in son^lonc churchyard ? *1 am not sure that 

if I had to*take ^ly choice, I should not prefer the 

briny waters, **so deeply, darkly, beautifully 

blue.” And what saith that ancient historian, 

Herodotus, making the sage A^tabanus moralize 

thus Jto the great conquqror, his royal nephew — 

“Wo silfiEbr during life things more pitiable 

than this, for in this so brief life, there is not one, 

either of these dr of other, bom so happy that it 

will not occur to him, not once only h:it^ oftentimes, 

'to wish rather to die tluin to live.''* So the world 

htis ever been the same after all ! aiid happiness 

% 

has cvci: been a — dream. As for mo, I have 

betimes ceased t6 look for, ,-i‘- 

whiclv^rcv tilings — ^hop|5s which will not deceive/’ 
because, 'Reader dear, they are all myths, imtan- 
gible,‘unattainable — the more passionately they are 
sought, the more they elude the grasp. 

" Who with the weight of years wjuld wifti to bend, 
When youth itself survives youn^ love and joy ? 

!A.las! when mingling souls forget “to blrnd. 

Death heth but Uttlo left him to destroy !” 

* Herodotus, “Book "Vll., Polymnia.” 
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And this is exactly the subsl^nco of my mental 
arguments, when with wilful perversity I have 
put my life in peril even greater far than the 
stormy ocean is likely to bring. To ^udge by the 
past, my Ufe is a charmed one, for the grim mon- 
ster has fled at most unexpected tim'es, and on 
most favourable occasions ! 

But to return to common-place once more, let 
me, apropos de hottm^ pay a farewell tribute to 

my gallant stud, the cherished companions of my 

* ■ 

wanderings. They are all gong to the -hands of 
strangers, and I — “ am desolate !” My favourite, 
thef^antiful “ Phoojiix,” with Whom I have had 
so many haxl-contestod battles, wiis the last to be 
parted with, and I would fain have given him to , 
any one who would ^ have valued him as I did. 
But I could not manage tfii8,*and poor “ Phoonix ” 
has become the property of«an alien ! lEo had a 
will of his dwn, and rathSr pfleferred an eccentric 
style of progression— his fore-legs ’elc^atccT to a 
proud approach to the pcirpcndicular — whenever 
ho felt disinclined to proceed ; and though I finally 
mastered his haughty ’blood, ho paay break out in 
th(i old way agam, if less expejienced or more 
timid equestrians mount him. He was adver- 
tised as “ a l^y’s horse,” and if some fair one 
ride the gentle Arab,dhlhking she has secured a 
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treasure, (whicli t<j me he really was,) I trust I 
may not have a broken neck to answer for. Hbw- 
ever lugubrious the idea, it rather amuses me to 
picture Ph(pnix’s first return to his old habits, 
and the astonishjacnt and horror of the rider on 
the “ lady’s horse.” Poor Phoenix ! 

And now I must close •this- diary for the pre- 
sent, and prepare for my departure, which is to 
take jdacc early to-morrow morning. I have 
not many hom*s to spare, for the shades of evening 
have long since closed around, — 

‘‘It ia the hour when lovcra* vows 
Seem sweet in every whispered word !” 

And all lovers, I am sure, will know what o’clock 
it is at this moment I 
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“ Farewell ! a word tiiat must be, and hath been — 

A sound which makes me linger J'ct — farewell 

POINT DE GALLE. (IsL^vito of Ceylon.) 

July^ 1852. Monday . — On Tuesday, the 
6th inst., I left Bombay for Suez, in the steamer 
“ Erin,” sailing via this island of Ceylon to avoid, 
tile full foroc of tiio Monsoon, which must haire 
been encountered on tho^direct voyage. I will 
enter into no description of ^his island, though its 
jungles teem with poetry, and sa^Vgo lieasts, — 
lovely wild scenery, And ^vilder elejihantg, u<T libi- 
tum. This is an imusual ariU tempestuous season to 
commence the voyage Home, but increasing ill- 
health renders it impelative fo^ pie to leave thm 
enervating,* fever-generating clime. Besides, a 
deep fit of ^dep^ession — ^partly mental, jmrtly 
physical — renders me y^^ondrously indifferent to 
the stbrm or the temppst^ — 
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" Let winds be shrill, let waves roll high,— 

I fear not Vave, nor wind !” 

I have wand/jred in the lone Cinnanion-groves 
of this jungly and beautiful island, and the time 
and the place have both been sijggcstivo of serious 
thoughts on the past, present ajid fiiture. My 
“ Eccentric Marches ’’ in, the “ Clime of the East, 
the Land of the Sun,” have come, at last, to a 
finite termination ; and it is not without “ a pang 
of rtigret” that I sigh my adieus to a coimtry en- 
deared to mo by recollections of past happiness, 
“ soft as the memory of buried love.” And turn- 
ing with a shudder from the contemplation of the 
long, long months of sorrow, apd hopeless, 
^heart-wrung anguish, which preceded,^ I look 
back with kindling pleasure to %iy wanderings in 
the Himalayan Mouatitlns, and Avith delight I pic- 
ture to myself tfio ipy regions of the Far North, 
and the boun/jless and hicomprehensiblo deserts of 
wild Tartafy. ' The perils past, and the un- 
known and remote regions explored, are deeply 
endeai'cd to mo from the very solace they gave to 
a stricken heart, —-strickcri indeed, in’carly youth, 
in “ life’s young chiy,” wheh all ought to be 
bright and roseate, and full of hope and joy. It 
is because they did bring .relief ‘to my bruised 
and bleeding spirit, that I have a feeling of ab- 
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solute fellcfsrship with the Scenes of my wander- 
ings; and to me, 

** High mountains are a feeling, but the ^um 
Of hximon cities torture : I can see 
Nothing to loathe in nature, save to be 
A link reluctant in a fleshly chain, • 

Class’d among direaturcs, when the touI can flee. 

And with tlie sky, the peak, the heaving plain 
Of ocean, or the stars, mingle, and not in vain. 

' And that I am absorb’^1, and this is life : 

— I look upon all Peopled deserts post, • 

As on-a place of agony and strife.” 

Alas ! how true ! — and yet, j^om my lovcfl and 
cherished hamits, I shall soon be far, far away. 
Soon will ogeans anti seas divide me from all I 
love and value most. 1 feel a prophetic warning 
of the resistless yearning which, tot ou tard^ will 
yet take entire possessi!6n*of my faculties, im- 
pelling me to resume the faspinating 'society of 
far-distant* mountains and savag^ deserts ; — and 
then J know I shall regret not tia\4ng created for 
myself a home in the -wildemcss. But, in the 
Anglo-Indian phrase, I must go “home ’’’now to 
England.^ • Home ? what mockery ! My “ house- 
hold goda lie shiVered around,” and if homo bo 
“ where the hei^iib is, wherever that be,’’^ all of 
mine that sarvivejl the shipwreck and desolatioB 
of my ruined and spattered household gods,” I 
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have left in the “ pathless deserts,” and ajnbng 
the stupendous glafciers, far, far away ! 

It is a lovely ^night, and the bright 'stars are 
shining in the blue canopy above me. ‘Would 
that I could* read my fate “in those bright leaves 
of the poetry of heaven.” Ah ! I might perchance 
turn with sickening disappointment from the peru- 
isal, and the sweet dreams of delusion held out, 
even now, by that dear deceiver. Anticipation, 
might sink to tlvcrlasting nothingness — so I will 
not look on the starlight firmament of heaven, for 
fear some tell-tale twinkler should whisper the 
secrets of a dark futiuity ! 

How faithfully does memory recall the many 
scenes I have visited, the many lands I have ex- 
plored ; though my years are yet grean for such 
wanderings, and perehaiacc' ’tis a strange taste 
'for j'outli ■ to find clelight in such solitary excur- 
sions — girt, too) withoperil and toil on every hand. 
I know I must bid a long tarowell to thq said 
Travels, so I linger over ‘these pages — the last of 
my self-appointed task. They seem to mo the 
sole remaining link to the past. •^In a •^few short 
hours I shall have once more sailed away from the 
shores jof India, and I cannot contemplate my de- 
parture without much regret. .1 left* Bombay in 
a fearful gale, — wind and rain, thimder and 
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lightning; in a wild and confa^ing melange ; and 
I have reason to anticipate a ^milor tempest to- 
morrow morning, when we sail away from India 
for the last time, — for the cloudless sky is dark 
ajid lowering, and where all was Sb still and 
pcacehil a few minutes ago, there is nought but 
hurry and confusion now. 

How typical of life and its uncertainties — its 
abrupt, unanticipated reverses — its unexpected 
clianges — ^is the sudden storm, mow howling 
tlirough the rich and •beautiful groves of this 
lovely island, the very gales of which are per- 
fumed with the fragi’aiice of myriads of delicious 

spices and orange blitllsoms. An hour ago, and? — 

• 

“ All heaven and earth wore still — though not in sleep ; 

But breathlR^ss as we grow when feeling most ; 

And silent, as wc stand *n tWSuglits too deep.” 

But noWj how Vhanged* is the\ sceme; — the 
dark blue sky so clc.j4- and so gliUcHug not jnany 
minutes ago, is black and Jurid with thb gather- 
ing clouds ; — tho thunder x>eals more distant, now 
more near, and thp vivid lightning illumines tho 
darkness \tdthout, ,while it da‘h^os with horrid 
playfulness through these large •Oriental hsills. 
IJhe hurricantj is* blowing and the rain pouring 
wildly down, with aVidlcncc which tfie dwellers 
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of temperate latitudes cannot ev^n i^intlj 
imagine. 

** Most glorious night ! 

• Thou wert not sent for slumber ! let me be 
A sharer in thy fierce and far delight, 

A portion of the tempest and of thee 

But I must not trespass longer on the reader^s 
patience, which is probably fairly exhausted. In 
closing those volumes, let me take leave of them 
in the most orthodox manner :• — 

** My ’task is done — my theme * 
lias died into on coho ; it is fit 
The spell should break of this protracted dream. 

-The torch shall bo extinguished ?vhich hath lit 
My midnight lamp — and what is writ, is writ. 

Would it were worthier !” 


TIIE END. 
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Route fbom Snm. to Kasiuiie — continued. 
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APPENPIXfC. 


Route ebom Jummoo to Kashmib. 


No. of 
Marches. 


Names of 
Marches. 


1. OogurbahiuorHumundur 

• 2. Kirumclice ^ ^ 10 ,, 

3. Mcerh , * . 10 • 

4. Laudurh • 2 > 

o. Nussbuii . . 10 „ 

6. Ibltlundur . H „ 

7. Bunhiil (overpass) . ^ 12 ,, 

8. Shahidiad ... 10 ,, 

9. Islamabad . * . 8 # 

10. Kashmir . • from 8 to 12 hours by water, 

• down the Jhelftm. 

N. B. This route was given mo by Sir llcnrj^ La\\Tence- I 
know nothing of it, cxcei>t tliat it is worse than the Bhim- 
ber one. 


ArrwMiix l\ 

llouTE^moM Ju:mmoo to Kashmib. 

1. Seddie .• 

2. Dliuusal . . . ^9 *„ 

3. Bulwalta . . 12 ,, 

4. Odumporc . - 15® ,, 

5. Bulleo •. * 8 7, 

6. Chiniiccuncc • # • ^ 

7. Sonee . . . 14 ,, 

8. Jfassbnn . . fO „ 

9. Pooglah . . - 13 

10. Buiihal (over Peer Punjal 

Pass) • . . . • 11 „ 

11. Shahabad . 7 f 

12. Islamabad • « - 12 ,, 

13. •Kashmir, by water . from 8 to to 12 hours iiyi boat, 

^ • down the Jhohum. 

m Total distanee from.Jummoo to Islamabad^ 140 miles. 

N. B. • The above is accordingjbo native report, and in conse- 
quence may possibly Be incorrect. 



APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Eocte from EAshmib City to Lkh, CAmAL of Lvdak. 

N.B.--O11 the whole, a good rood for ridiug. 

, 

silrih^ N«me.ofM«chM. Milot. I NauM* of Marches. Miles. 


1. Kuiigun • . * 15 8. Ldtsum . . 10 

, 2, Rcewul . . 14 Wukkah . . 7 

3. Sonamoorg ( OflyVIr) 10 ^10. Kurgoo . . 9 

4. Motchalioy (0</;Vir) 11. Lamecroo •. 8 

over Driius ^ Vass, 12. ' Kt ahiWh . 9 

10,500 foot 12 13. Himmoo . 8 

5. lyruus (town) . 12 W. Xeemmoo . 14 

6. Tiishgam . ^ 9 15. Ldh (capital of 

7. Kirghil . . 13 Ladfik) . 15 


ArniXBIX F." ' 

ItouTK FKOM Kasiimiu (^frY TO Leu vid IsiC.VIlDO. 

1. BundipoKO, ouOolcV ® 11. BKgiirh . . Smiles 

Lake (by watcuj 20 0 //S 8 '12. Soormec . • 18 ,, 

2. VmU. .iroe . . 1-2 miles 13. l^odyun . . 14 ,, 

3. (Jorez ^ . 23 ,, 14. IJrboodangha . 10 ,, 

4. l^JS8^vareo • 10 ,, **15/ Hannoo . . 10 ,, 

5. Boorzul . . 10 „ 10. XJdinoethung . 10 , 

6. Chikkum Kooroo 20 „ 17. Doomkhur . 12 ,, 

7. AlHmalkamiir 20 „ 18: Xoorlali'*'^ . . 12 ,, 

0. Chochoeboo , *2b „ 19. Suspoorla . 8 ,, 

9. Iskardo (City) ,, 9 „ 20. Ndejmmoo • . 0 ,, 

10. Kopris . . 23 „ 21. Lch - . 15 ,, 

♦ • A great part of tliis roiul, as far as Doomkhur, is thlough the Oojar. 
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APpjfafDix b. 


Dirkct Koute phom Leh to Snkn.A, vid the Cuoomojieekek 
Lake and the DysTBicr op Kanawr. 


1. 

Toeksa . 

Miles. 

9 

2. 

ilm-silung 

8 

;k 

()r)]>shcc . 

7 

4. 

(ihcca 

16. 


5 . l)<^vmiTig(avorTuDg- 

hmg I'iifiJ lf,of)0 
nr 18, 000 fbct) 
Oo/dr . . iTi 

6. Noofir, bj’thc Perma- 

Lake. 

District lloopshoo. 



Oojdr . . 

17 

7. 

Pon^^nli. District 



c 

c 

1—1 

It 

8. 

Clioo in< )r c c roe Lj ikc . 



District Ito^IjRhon. 



Oojfir . . « 

►10 

0. 

Koorzuk (Ooftlr) 

2 ' 

10. 

Chorjiiiorccrcii Lak^ 



Oo/dr - . ^ 

8 

11. 

Noorbi^o 

11 • 

12. 

Phaluiif< Palrah^ , 

11 

i:i. 

Tiitun*:? (loot of Pa- 



nnii; I'a.ss) . ^ 

- 

11. 

rocli in . ( Ovc t P.i- 



ning Pass, 20,000 


15. 

ftfct in tilcvijtiun) ’ 

il 

Koohur . 

8 

IG. 

Kajcli# . 

8 

1?. 

Dunkir . 

12 

IS. 

Poh 

8 


L;iri 

8 


Alile:*. 


20. 

Sungjuni 

(Hot 



* Springs) . 

. 

17 

21. 

Shcalkur (10,000 

o 


feet) 

• 

10 

22. 

Nako (12,000 feet) 

12} 

23. 

Lc8 

. 

4 

24. 

Ilango (over Him- 



grung Pass, 1 4,837 


• foot) 

• 

6 

25. 

Soongnuin 

(ovor 



lloonuiij^ 

Pass, 


• 

14,508 met] 


10 

20. 

Labning 


12 

27. 

llarung . 


17J 

28. 

Chccnc'c . 


22» 

29.» 

Mcctoo . 


fo 

30. 

Cheergaon 

• 

5 

^;ri. 

Naclnir . 


11 

32. 

Turanda 


<03. 

^uAihn 

.'w 

13 

34. 

(bay'ah . 

. 

9 

35. 

&!ro8H Siitlod^ic.^ 



liainpoM 

• 

8 

30. 

Nirt 


12 

37. 

Kotgiirli (or 

Ixom- 



harsin) * 

r 

12 

38. 

Kiigkumla . 


10 

39. • 

Muttiuna 

• 

13 

40. 

Theog . 


f; 

41. 

Fiigivi 


8 

42. 

Simla 

■ • 
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.y^ENDIX H. 


Fbo 2 [ QIurtabpoob to Jusoroo. 


Tanda .... 

16 Coss. 

Bussooah 

11 


MooRerian . . 

• 11 

99 

Deenanuggur . 

14 

99 

Nainakot . . • 

11 


Aulutgurh or Aulgurh 

*•7 

99 

Ramgurh 

15 

99 

Kherie or Klicrie Pullie . 

• 6 

99 

Jummoo 

10 

'» » 


Total miles . • IQl 


Cross Boas. 
Cross llavce. 


Ci^ss Tohi River. 


N.B. This rood is level to within one mile of Jummoo. 


APPENDIX I. 


Fbom KuuTjuirooR to Jubi^oo. 



^ « 

(AnddicP I’oute.) 

... 'IV ida, 


16 Coss, 

2. Dussooak . 

• 

11 ^ 

3. Mookcrian 


11 » 

4. Pecfftiniyjgur 

• . 

14 ' Cross Boas. 

5. Buboal . 

• • • 

1? „ Cross Ravec. 

6. Chunghco . 


16 

7. Huvmundur 


12 „ 

8. Klicne or Eherie Pullie 

7 „ 

9. Jumni^ 

c 

• 

t 

10 „ 1 Gross Tohi Biver. 

Total miles 

• • 

103 


, N. B. This rood goes through the lower and*outcr range of 
mountains oi|| the Himalaya, between Bubelil and Jumn^, 
and is not so level as the one giyen in Appendix H. 

tThe cossos arc from li to li mile*. 
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APPENDIX J." 

ItoCTE FBOM AoBA^TO BoMK^T BT IvDOBE A^'l> Ma^GAI'M, 
the moat direct road, •with Dali iTungolows at convenient 
distances. 

No. of No. of •’ 

Stages. Names of Stages. Miles. Fur. ^ Stages. Karnes of Stages. Miles. Fur. 

1. Muufkia . Ji. 26 10. Sindwah . 13 4 

2. Schoro . fli. ^21* 20. Kar^^ond . 27 4 

3. Byrahia . B. 29 21. Bettt^vnd . 17 

4. Gohur . B. 20 4* 22. Dhoolia (Cml * 

5. Tongra . B. 29 2 •Station) . 18 

6. Budimvas B. 30 23. Arvee . . 12 

7. Goonah . B. 29 24. Mallignnm . 21 

8. Bursud . B. 31ie 4 25.^Chandorc . 25* 4 

9. Bioura . B. 29 2 20. Siirora or Sur- 

10. Puchoro . B. 18 2 s wala • .14 

11. Sarungporc B. 21 27- Xassick . 22 

12. Rojwas . Brt5 4 28.^ Waruwarah , 13^ 

• 13. Dewas ^ . B. 29 • ^29. Inkutpoora . 1>* 

14. Indore . B. 23 4 * * 30. Kurdeh . 20 

15. Jaura . B. 1^^"“ 31. Shahporc • . 

16. Mundlaisir B. 1 /^ ^2. J?heT\"ndy . T8 

17. Billuckwara .18 • 38. Boijjkuy(by wa- 

18. Nagulwmee . 4 . 33 3 

N.B. Beyond Jaiim, I \vc not marked the Dak Bungalows, 
as I am not sure of their localities, not having trtwrel^d on this 
route beyondjfftffti, but { know there arc stogin^ Bungalows 
along the rotd. 

“ B.” st^ids for iljf^ngalow. 
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APPENDIX K. 


Boxna^ FBOit Lahokb to MooiaAir, by Qic left Dank of the 

Biyer Eavee. 

Stages. Distance mQes. * ^ Bemarks. 

Sboong . 14 First part of the road good, remainder in- 

different; encamping ground on the bank 
of the river. Country not much cul- 
' tivated, and a good dca* of jungle. 
Mundhai^ . 12 Hoad indifferei^t, open jungle, and little or 
no cultivation. 

Bullookco . 14 Ditto „ „ 

Ulpch . . 13 Ditto ,, ,, 

Lesharie . 10 Ditto „ „ 

Fattehporo . 16 Ditto ,, 

Ahmedshah . 11 Ditto ,, „ 

Mahomodpore 13 Hoad very bad. <> 

Horru^a . 1 1 Boad better. Small town and large Buius, 
, Tomb, &c. 

Chackbwalned 12 Indifferent paod und jungle. 

Dooboorgio . 18 Ditto 

',8 ^ . 8 ^Difto ,, 

Toolumboh i 7i Ditto * „ 

Abdool Hakim 10 ■.iDitto ’ „ 

Serai Saddar . d Cotmtry more open and cultivated. Bond 
bad 

Cirdarpore . 12 Small town, ^juntiy slightly cultivated; 
* , road better. 

Amoerghur . 10 Ditto. Open jungle; ro:^ srood. 

Gogra . . 10 Open jungle. Bo^ pqetty good. 

Mooltan . 10 Bohd'good. 


Mundhai^ 

Bullookco 

Ulpch . 

Lesharie 

Fattehporo 

Ahmedshah 

Mahomodpore 

Harru^a 


Toolumboh 


Serai Suddor 
Cirdarpore 
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APPENpiX L. 

Kl1.%'.VTI0N of SOMG of the PaiKClPAI^IiACES nt TUB Bbitisiix 
H iuAiJirA, TAKEN Ffiftti " Gebkabo ’8 IIsianTs.” 

S^iobathoo . ... 4/206 feet. 

Hurriporc . . . 8, 1*^7 „ 

Simla .... • . . 7,^i8(> „ 

Fagoo ....... 8,017 ,, 

Tlieog .... . . 8,018 ,, 

Kotgurh ..... . 0,034 ,, 

Whurtoo (/r Huttoo 10,050 or 10,073 „ 

llampore . . . 3,398* ,, 

Nirtuuggur ...... 3,087 ,, 

Nagkanclsi Pass ....... ** 

liorenda • (much snow Jn June.) 15,0(^ 







